Children at the Naduveerapattu Supplementary School
1. Institute of Research and Development Program for the Rural Poor, IRDRP (Chennai, Tamil Nadu)
has successfully completed the final year of their 3-year project on “End Child Labor in Stone Quarries

and Provide Education to Girls at Risk.”
This project has helped about 300 children get quality education as well as helped the slowlearners to develop various vocational skills.
During the last year, the COVID-19 pandemic resulted in some modifications of the plans, but
many of the activities were still completed. These included:
•

•

•
•
•
•

Using 3 supplementary schools in Naduveerapattu, Melathur, and Pazanthandalam to
help the children stay away from dropping out of school. These schools helped about 66
girls and 59 boys.
Using 2 convenience education centers, in Pazanthandalam and Dharkast to teach the
young children learn how to read and write, as well as teach them some basic life skills,
such as health and hygiene.
Providing Educational supportive materials (such as notebooks, pencils, pens, erasers,
sharpeners, lunch boxes, pencil boxes) to about 180 children.
Helping enroll 67 students into Government Schools for further education.
Organizing career guidance programs for 32 students in 10th to 12th grade.
Having a meeting with parents to get feedback on the program

2. Institute of Research and Development Program for the Rural Poor, IRDRP (Chennai,
Tamil Nadu) has also completed their 1-year Menstrual Health Management Project.

Training Program on Menstrual Health Hygiene
Unfortunately in India, the surveys show that almost 50% of the women have one or more types
of vaginal complaints due to unhealthy practices of Menstrual Hygiene by women. This number is
probably worse for poorer women.
This project took the following steps to address this issue:
•

Conducted a detailed survey of the women and girls in 7 tribal communities about the
existing practices of Menstrual Hygiene and Management. One of the distressing statistics
was that almost 51% of the girls missed going to school because of inadequate toilet
facilities or the reluctance of the teachers to allow the girls to go to the toilet to change the
sanitary pads.

•

Published a training module on Menstrual Hygiene Management for trainers as well as for
the participants. It contains material on various areas, such as the changes happening
after Puberty in the body, cultural importance of Puberty, Menstrual Management and
hygiene and finally the diseases related to mismanagement of menstrual hygiene (white
discharge, Polycystic ovary Syndrome, Ovarian cyst, cyst, Endometriosis, Menorrhagia,
Hyper and Poly Menorrhagia).

•

Organized training of trainers as well as organizing a meeting of about 286 NGOs from
Tamilnadu and UNICEF state Chapters to explore how the various NGOs could
collaborate with IRDRP to implement the project in their respective districts.

•

Conducted Menstrual Health awareness meetings for girls and young women in the tribal
communities as well as the migrant workers and the landless laborers in 8 different
districts of Tamil Nadu. In a typical meeting, the health resource persons (such as village
health nurses) were used to talk about the physical process of Menstruation and
management, and the problems and complications related to Menstrual Hygiene. The
importance of using menstrual pads instead of old clothes was also emphasized. Free
sanitary napkins were also distributed to all participants.

3. Social Awareness Through Human Involvement, SATHI, (Himachal Pradesh) also has
completed the third and final year of their project to produce and distribute Bio-Sand Filters, BSF,
in the various villages in the Morni Hills area of Haryana.

A Family using a Bio-Sand Water Filter
During the period from September 2020 to August 2021, SATHI has distributed the planned
number (65) of filters to the families in 6 project villages (Sharla Bhiwar, Sonthal Chan, Badyal
Garvon, Maanana, Dhammon and Kharag), bringing the total number of BSF distibuted during
the project to 180. All the beneficiaries were successfully asked to contribute about 20% of the
cost of the filters, because SATHI believes that it makes those families take better ownership of
the filters.
All beneficiaries and their family members have been trained by SATHI in the filter use,
operation, and maintenance. SATHI has also distributed the educational material on the filter use
and maintenance to the beneficiary community.
SATHI team has also conducted village level meetings in all project villages to emphasize the
regular use of filters.

To ensure a regular and proper use of the filters among the beneficiaries, SATHI team has been
conducting regular follow-up visits in the project region, with appropriate precautions taken due
to COVID-19.
During the last of the 3 visits in the current year, it was observed by the SATHI team that out of
the 65 families, 59 families were using their filters regularly. All these 59 families were very
satisfied with the quality and the taste of the water and majority of them were using the filtered
water for drinking as well as for cooking purposes. Some families have also reported noticeable
reduction in water borne illnesses and improvement in general health after the regular use of biosand filter water.
Six families/ beneficiaries were not using the filter. SATHI team again informed these 6 families
about the health benefits of safe water and motivated them to use the filter regularly.
During the follow-up visits, the SATHI technical team also checked the physical status of each
concrete filter and found some minor technical issues (lower flow rate of water, sand level not flat
etc) in 6-7 filters. These minor issues were rectified by the SATHI team right away.
4. Chinthana Foundation, Ajjampura, Karnataka, has completed the following activities during
the third year of the “Eco-Friendly Schools and Environmental Education” project. The progress
during this year was seriously impacted by the closure of schools due to COVID-19 for a large
portion of this period.
 Improved the fencing in 3 project schools (Garagadahalli, Nandipura, and Muguli
schools).The fencing, made of the barbed wire/mesh wire tied to stone posts, was made
stronger, tighter, and better aligned. This protects the planted trees from animals and
outside people, thus helping them grow well without any external disturbance.
A brick wall was built with the local Gram Panchayat funding to enclose the compounds in
two schools (Arabella and Bankanakatte). This will protect the trees better in the future,
but during the process of building the brick walls, the earlier fence were taken down and
many of the plants were damaged by local livestock during the period of no-fence.

Children next to a Planted Tree






As was the original plan, there were no new trees planted during the current year.
It made it difficult to involve the students in the watering and maintenance of the trees
because of the closure of the schools due to COVID-19. However, 70% of the trees did
survive due to the appropriate maintenance with the local help.
In contrast, the 250 plants given to 50 students in the previous years for planting in their
own yards with the help of their parents, did much better due to these children being at
home for more time.
The 150 water percolation pits constructed in the first 2 years were very useful in
collecting rain water and then using that water later for the tree plants after the rainy
season.
The silt in these pits was also later excavated during the dry summer season to apply this
fertile soil to the area around the trees.

5. COVID-19 Relief
All the 17 NGOs funded by PPI to provide the COVID-19 relief effort seem to have done an
excellent job of providing the day-to-day necessities to the needy families in their areas.
The relief kits typically included items used commonly for daily food, such as rice, wheat flour,
lentils, cooking oil, vegetables, fruits, spices etc. These also included other necessities such as
masks, soaps, liquid soaps, hand-sanitizers, tooth paste etc.

ASS Volunteers bringing relief kits
to villagers affected not only by COVID-19, but also by floods.

Relief Supplies Delivered by Pragathi Volunteers

Relief Supplies Distribution by Banwasi Seva Ashram
Next Meeting
The next PPI meeting will be at 6:30 PM on Wednesday, November 10, 2021, and will be
conducted by Zoom teleconferencing.
Please contact PPI at ppi@ppi-usa.org for the Zoom link information, if you will like to participate
in this meeting.
Agenda
1. Election to the post of Secretary
2. Discussion on Chinthana Foundation proposal and a possible vote to shortlist
3. Discussion on the Ashok & Rajanee Shendure special project and a possible vote to fund
4. Discussion on SATHI proposal
5. December Event Planning
6. New Business
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