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Dear Friends,
If 2020 was a very difficult year for everybody, 2021 was equally challenging as things tried to
come back to a new normal in US. But India saw a massive surge in COVID-19 cases in 2021
driven by the Delta variant. The question in front of PPI, especially in front of me, was what should
PPI do to help? We reached out to you, and through your generous contributions, we sent $2,500
in disaster relief to each of our 17 most active NGOs in India. And from all the reports that I have
seen so far, you all have, through your contributions, made a huge and meaningful impact in the
lives of thousands of underserved people across India. For this, thank you very much.
Even during these challenging times, PPI functioned normally given all the conferencing
technologies available to our volunteers. We were able to fund 6 new projects, continued funding
of 5 existing projects and completed 9 projects. In 2021, about 14,000 people benefited through
the work we did in the areas of sustainable farming, clean drinking water, education and welfare
of children, tree planting and environmental awareness and disaster relief. It has been a very
productive year for all of us.
I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to all of you for your continued support to PPI through the 43
years of our existence. To put this in perspective, we have completed close to 200 projects,
funded 82 NGOs in 16 different states across India. This is a remarkable journey that we have
taken together. For some of you who just getting to know PPI, we are a small Seattle-based nonprofit that funds grassroot NGOs in India who help the underserved and marginalized community
stand on their own feet. Since we are an all-volunteer organization, our overhead expenses are
minimal resulting in much of your contributions directly being disbursed to projects. The
volunteers of PPI review all incoming proposals, make funding decisions, and do site visits to
monitor projects. This allows us to get first-hand knowledge of how our NGOs are doing, and also
the requirements of the communities they support.
I’m indeed happy to see new volunteers take on officer roles within PPI. I do want to take this
opportunity to thank all our volunteers and the volunteer team which put together the two virtual
showcases in 2021. We do need more volunteers to help us with the work we do with the NGOs.
Passionate volunteers are the backbone of our organization and if you or anybody you know is
interested, please do not hesitate to reach out to us at ppiusa@ppi-usa.org. A great way to get
involved with PPI is to bring in a project proposal with an NGO whom you are familiar with. We
welcome such initiatives.
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a wonderful and safe New Year!
Mohan Vaghul
Chairperson, PPI
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SUSTAINABLE FARMING
#1 GENDER,
DROUGHTS, &
DEVELOPMENT in
Barmer NEW
Gramin Vikas Vigyan Samiti (GRAVIS),
Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
Dates: October 2021 – September 2024
Total Budget: Rs. 13,33,080
2021 Budget: Rs. 4,35,160

This project will extend the development
work of our recently completed Project #4 to
a new group of three remote villages in
the Barmer district of Rajasthan. As before,
the activities will focus on community
empowerment, residential water resources,
and improved agricultural practices (see
Project #4 for details). In the final year, a
“solidarity convention” will be held where
participants from all three villages meet to
share accomplishments and trade ideas.

#2 WOMEN FARMERS
in Vidarbha NEW
Society for Promoting Participative
Ecosystem Management (SOPPECOM),
Pune, Maharashtra

Contact: Ms. Seema Kulkarni
Dates: March 2021 – September 2024
2021 Budget: Rs.5,00,000

This new project involves 30 single women
farmers from cotton-growing households
in the Vidarbha region of Maharashtra. Many
of the women have taken up farming due
to farmer suicides by the
male family members, and the families carry
a debt burden. Cotton is the main cash crop
in the region. The women lack technical
knowhow for cotton farming and do not know
how to navigate the market. The farms are
small, typically 2-3 acres. SOPPECOM, along
with a local NGO, will train the women
in agro-ecological farming techniques,
provide seed, bio-fertilizers, and biopesticides, and provide guidance with
marketing. The women will also be given
training in leadership.
Another component of this project
involves kitchen gardens for fruits and
vegetables for their families. While
the main project did not start until
late September, the kitchen gardens
program got a jump start in June-July as it
overlapped with SOPPECOM’s work through
PPI’s Covid-19 relief grant. Instead of relief
kits, the women requested help and training
with kitchen gardens to tide over
the present Covid-19 crisis as well
as to develop food security for the future. The
women grew 15-20 different kinds of
vegetables including eggplant, okra, green
beans, leafy greens, and tubers and got good
yields.
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#3 SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURE in
Bundelkhand
Gramin Vikas Vigyan Samiti (GRAVIS),
Jodhpur, Rajasthan

Children enjoying the produce from their garden (#2)

A woman farmer in her garden (#2)

Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
Dates: October 2020 – September 2023
Total Budget: Rs. 17,97,300
2021 Budget: Rs. 5,99,100

This project is promoting agricultural
improvements and community development
in five villages in a drought-prone area of
Bundelkhand in Uttar Pradesh (two
continuing from a previous project and three
new ones). GRAVIS has built khadins (low
dikes) around five farm fields for better water
retention and increased crop yield, erected
fencing around several farm plots to protect
crops against animals, built ten compost pits
for fertilizer, and desilted and renovated a
community pond. They are also establishing
community seed banks to provide a reliable
source of crop seeds adapted to local
conditions, and they have organized village
education sessions on nutrition and water
quality. Nutrition gardens planted in the
yards of ten villagers are now productive,
and water absorption and recharging pits
have been built to recycle household
wastewater. Finally, GRAVIS has established
Village Development Committees and
women’s Self-Help Groups in the three new
villages.
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A water retention pond (#3)

#4 MITIGATING
DROUGHTS THROUGH
COMMUNITY
EMPOWERMENT in
the Thar Desert
COMPLETED

provided training in their use and
maintenance. They also established 12 seed
banks to provide a reliable supply of crop
varieties that are suited to the local soil and
water conditions. The VDCs helped
disseminate information on various issues
including composting, utilizing government
aid, and dealing with covid-19. Farmers in
the villages received training in agricultural
techniques to mitigate the effects of climate
change and participated in two exchange
visits where they interacted with agricultural
scientists. As a result of these activities, the
villagers have enjoyed marked improvements
in crop yields and health conditions.

Gramin Vikas Vigyan Samiti (GRAVIS),
Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
Dates: April 2018 – March 2021
Total Budget: Rs. 12,66,840
2021 Budget: Rs. 4,20,440

Training in agricultural techniques (#4)

This project operated to improve life
in three villages in the Thar Desert of
Rajasthan by fostering community
empowerment, improving residential water
resources, and facilitating better agricultural
practices. GRAVIS organized and
trained Village Development
Committees (VDCs) and women’s Self-Help
Groups to promote community organization
and self-reliance. They constructed
15 taankas (rainwater storage
tanks) and 20 bio-sand water filters to
provide clean water for household use and

A woman fetching water from a Taanka (#4)
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#5 FARMERS DIRECT
MARKETING in Thane
COMPLETED
Dr. M.L. Dhawale Memorial Homeopathic
Institute (MLDMHI),
Thane, Maharashtra

for work after the rice growing season,
creating an uncertain situation for the
families. Because of PPI’s help with the
marketing project, they are now able to
engage in farming as a source of
livelihood. MLDMHI hopes to grow their
farmer pool based on the learning from this
project.

Contact: Ms. Ujjwala Pendse
Dates: January 2019 - December 2020
Total Budget: Rs.8,96,000
2020 Budget: Rs.4,56,000

In this two-year project, 50 farmers were
trained to directly market their produce to
Mumbai customers, thus helping reduce
unreliable marketing via middlemen. They
sold produce at three residential complexes
and at a school in Mumbai three times/week
as well as to several large and small
vendors. On average, they reached 150
customer households per week, earning a
steady income over the growing season. They
learned how to grow for the market, and how
to harvest and transport to maintain
quality. They built their own brand
“Vikramgad farmers” and developed strong
links with customers. During the pandemic,
when the farmers could not make trips to
Mumbai, many customers reached out to
enquire when they would be able to resume
their supply.

A produce stand at Dahisar (#5)

Market at Vrindavan, Thane (#5)

Through a previous PPI project, these
farmers had become proficient in organic
farming techniques and were
getting excellent yields but were
becoming discouraged as the uncertain
marketing links did not help them earn an
income. They were afraid they might have to
return to subsistence farming and migrate
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CLEAN DRINKING WATER
#6 BOREWELLS FOR
DRINKING WATER in
Kadapa NEW
Sri K. Pitchi Reddy Educational and Welfare
Society (SPREAWS),
Vempalli, Andhra Pradesh
Contact: Mr. C.S. Sajid Hussain
Dates: November 2021 – October 2022
Total Budget: Rs. 3,50,885
2021 Budget: Rs. 3,50,885

This new project will install 3 hand-pump
bore-wells, one in each of 3 remote and hilly
villages in the Kadapa district of Andhra
Pradesh. The three selected villages are very
backward and lack drinking water facilities,
requiring poor people (usually women and
children) to walk 2-3 miles per trip to fetch
water from a river or an open well. Providing
sustainable drinking water facilities to this
community will not only improve health and
economic conditions, but also help many
young girls and boys to attend school more
regularly.
As a complement to providing access to good
drinking water, health workers will be used to
make the villagers become aware of the
better health practices in daily lives to avoid
various water-borne and food-borne diseases.

#7 BIO-SAND
FILTERS in Bihar
Aakanksha Seva Sadan (ASS),
Muzzaffarpur, Bihar
Contact: Ms. Bandana Sharma
Dates: July 2019 – June 2022
Total Budget: Rs. 10,28,250
2021 Budget: Rs. 3,39,750

During the second year of this project, ASS
has built and distributed 72 Bio-Sand Filters
(BSF) to the poor families, bringing the total
to 145 for the first two years of this project.
They have also shortlisted 72 additional
families for distributing BSFs during the third
year of the project. The manufacturing and
distribution of these water filters was
somewhat delayed due to the COVID-19
related restrictions by the Government.
Four local masons were trained to build the
filters early in the project. This has been
helpful as the program is expanded to
various families in the area.
Four more awareness programs were
organized this year to make the people know
of the benefits of using BSFs in being
protected from water-borne diseases. A BSF
demonstration workshop was also conducted
to supplement the awareness programs.
The BSF recipients have also been provided
training in their proper use and maintenance.
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Total Budget: Rs. 11,16,000
2021 Budget: Rs. 4,18,000

In the first year of BSA’s project
for the mitigation of fluorosis, BSA
conducted health surveys, tested
water sources in Kushmaha and Govindpur,
the two villages most seriously affected by
fluorosis in the Sonbhadra district of Uttar
Pradesh, and selected a population sample
for their pilot project.
BSA surveyed the health of 284
households in Kushmaha and 104
households in Govindpur. They tested 86
sources of water in Kushmaha and found a
fluoride concentration between 0.6 to 7.26
mg/L. Of the 33 sources tested in Govindpur,
the concentration of fluoride varied from 0.8
to 6.76 mg/L. (The World Health
Organization’s limit for fluoride in drinking
water is 1.5 mg/L.) BSA created color coded
maps that indicate the level of fluoride and
conducted community programs to inform
the villagers of safe sources. Maps were
posted at the panchayat house for
community awareness.

Bio-Sand Filters being fabricated (#7)

#8 FLUOROSIS
MITIGATION in
SELECTED VILLAGES
of Uttar Pradesh
Banwasi Seva Ashram (BSA),
Sonbhadra District, Uttar Pradesh
Contact: Dr. Vibha Augustine
Dates: August 2020 - July 2022

Based on urinary fluoride data and on the
level of fluoride in the drinking
water, BSA identified 94 most seriously
affected households. BSA selected one
individual from each of those
94 households based on the severity
of dental and skeletal
fluorosis. Additionally, they selected 6
controls who used safe drinking
water, had low urinary fluoride and no
symptoms of fluorosis.
BSA’s plans for the establishment of kitchen
gardens for nutrition were interrupted by
Covid-19 but they started 30 kitchen gardens
(out of 100). They also provided vitamin and
mineral supplements to symptomatic cases
and encouraged the consumption
of til (sesame seed) laddus as sesame seeds
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are high in calcium, which helps mitigate
fluorosis. They held community meetings to
emphasize the need for improved nutrition to
combat fluorosis.
Additionally, BSA conducted a study to
compare two different kits for fluoride
removal in home drinking water – WATSAN
and standard activated alumina and
concluded that the WATSAN kits were better
suited for their intervention in terms of
efficacy and ease of use.
BSA will distribute WATSAN fluoride removal
kits and fluoride testing kits to all the
families in the study cohort and perform
periodic serum, urine, and X-ray testing
through the course of the pilot project to
examine the effect of the reduction of
fluoride in drinking water.

Distribution of Watson alumna removal kits (#8)

#9 BIO-SAND FILTERS
in Haryana*
COMPLETED
Social Awareness through Human
Development (SATHI),
Sirmour, Himachal Pradesh
Contact: Dr. Anil Kumar
Dates: October 2018 – September 2021
Total Budget: Rs. 9,16,800

Water samples being collected for testing (#8)

Awareness program (#8)

During the period from September 2020 to
August 2021, SATHI has manufactured and
distributed the planned number (65) of BioSand Filters (BSF) to the families in 6 project
villages in Morni Hills area of Haryana,
bringing the total number of BSF distributed
during the project to 180. Due to a lack of
the required facilities in project villages,
SATHI did all the filter construction at
Thakurdwara campus. After construction and
testing, filters were transported to the project
villages and installed by SATHI at respective
beneficiary households.
All beneficiaries and their family members
have been trained by SATHI in the filter use,
operation, and maintenance. SATHI has also
distributed the educational material on the
filter use and maintenance to the beneficiary
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community. They conducted village level
meetings in all project villages to emphasize
the regular use of filters.
To ensure regular and proper use of the
filters among the beneficiaries, SATHI team
has been conducting regular follow-up visits
in the project region, with appropriate
precautions taken due to COVID-19. The user
follow-up data show that more than 90% of
the beneficiaries are using the filter regularly.
Remaining families are also being educated
and motivated to use the filters daily.
The regular filter users were satisfied with
the quality and the taste of the water and
majority of them were using the filtered
water for drinking as well as for cooking
purposes. Some families have also reported
noticeable reduction in water borne illnesses
and improvement in general health after the
regular use of bio-sand filter water.
*In the 2019 and 2020 Annual Reports the
title for this project mistakenly listed the
location as Himachal Pradesh instead of
Haryana.

Picture of Bio-Sand Filter in use (#9)
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EDUCATION AND WELFARE OF CHILDREN
#10 TEACHER
TRAINING near Pune
Vanasthali Rural Development Center
(VRDC), Pune, Maharasthra
Contact: Ms. Sushama Sathaye
Dates: July 2020 - June 2022
Total Budget: Rs. 9,27,000
2021 Budget: Rs. 3,50,000

PPI has funded a two-year project through
VRDC a teacher training program with a goal
of bringing rural school children on par with
urban and privileged sections of the area.
They attempt to do this by engaging locally
available and underutilized women’s
workforce by training them in innovative
methods to engage the minds of the rural
children. There has been a slow and gradual
opening of restrictions that have been
imposed initially in March due to nationwide
lockdown. Schools have not yet been opened.
Hence many of their activities are on hold.
However, they are attempting their best to
keep teachers engaged and in contact with
parents as much as possible within the
parameters permitted. They are doing it as
small group activities, home visits with all the
cautionary safeguards in place and wherever
possible through online instructions and
activities as well. They are also distributing
books which are proving to be of great help
during these trying times. VRDC has been
able to start programs in Language and
Balwadi teacher training in 12 villages
around Pune.

Teacher training in progress (#10)

#11 Livelihood
Training for Rural Poor
towards Poverty
Reduction in
Nilakottai
COMPLETED
Development of Humane Foundation (DHAN),
Madurai, Tamil Nadu
Contact: Mr. K. Anbu
Dates: July 2020 - July 2021
Total Budget: Rs. 3,51,000

DHAN foundation’s childcare initiative
“Karunai Illam,” helps children in need by
supporting them with education, health, and
boarding facilities. The implementation of
this one-year project was started in January
2021 due to the pandemic.
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With the aim of providing livelihood training,
DHAN initiated a Tailoring Center with 9
sewing machines and expanded it to 3 more
with PPI’s aid. About 25 children from the
area along with some from the Karunai Illam
are receiving a 3-month training course. Upon
completion they will be given more advanced
training as well.
A LED light bulb assembling unit has also
been set up with help from PPI to purchase
the required machinery and a trainer.
Through the training 1000 light bulbs were
produced and supplied to Self-Help Groups in
Didigul. Around 20 youth have been given
training in the production of the light bulbs.
With fresh orders for the light bulbs coming
in, this project is off to a bright start.
The third initiative is in Batik. This beautiful
and colorful method of creating vivid patterns
using natural dyes has sparked the artistic
and creative skills of the enrolled youth.
Besides the children are getting valuable
experience and training in developing a new
skill set, one that will provide a means of
income in their future.

Tailoring class (#11)

#12 END CHILD
LABOR in STONE
QUARRIES and
PROVIDE EDUCATION
TO GIRLS AT RISK
near Chennai
COMPLETED
Institute of Research and Development for
the Rural Poor (IRDRP), Chennai, Tamil Nadu
Contact: Dr. Irudayasamy
Dates: July 2018 - June 2021
Total Budget: Rs. 12,48,750

Training students in Batik (#11)

IRDRP has successfully completed the final
year of their 3-year project on ending child
labor and providing education to girls at risk.
The project helped about 300 children to get
better quality education as well as slow
learners to develop various vocational skills.
During the last year the COVID-19 pandemic
resulted in some modifications to their plans.
They were still able to complete many of
them that included helping 66 school-age
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children from dropping out of school by
offering them supplementary schools in
Naduveerapattu, Melathur and
Pazanthandalam. IRDRP used two of their
Convenient Education Centers to teach
children how to read and write as well as
offer some health and hygiene lessons.
Besides these, IRDRP also provided school
supplies like stationery and lunch bags to
180 children, helped enroll 67 students into
Government schools, and offered career
guidance to 32 high schoolers, and even
arranged a parent meeting to get feedback
on the program.

#13 MENSTRUAL
HEALTH
MANAGEMENT
PROJECT in
Tamil Nadu
COMPLETED
Institute of Research and Development for
the Rural Poor (IRDRP),
Chennai, Tamil Nadu
Contact: Dr. Irudayasamy
Dates: July 2020 - June 2021
Total Budget: Rs. 5, 50,000

Children holding educational support materials (#12)

Surveys have shown that almost 50% of the
young girls and women (probably a higher
number for poorer women) in India have one
or more types of vaginal complaints due to
unhealthy practices of Menstrual Hygiene by
them.
To address this issue IRDRP conducted a
detailed survey of the women and girls in 7
tribal communities about the existing
practices of Menstrual Hygiene and
Management. One of the distressing
statistics was that almost 51% of the girls
missed going to school because of
inadequate toilet facilities or the reluctance
of the teachers to allow the girls to go to the
toilet to change the sanitary pads.

Career counselling to high school children (#12)

They published a training module on
Menstrual Hygiene Management for trainers
as well as for the participants. It addressed
various areas, including Menstrual
Management and hygiene and finally the
diseases related to mismanagement of
menstrual hygiene. IRDRP also organized
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additional training for instructors and
organized a meeting of about 286 NGOs
from Tamilnadu and UNICEF state Chapters
to explore how the various NGOs could
collaborate with IRDRP to implement the
project in their respective districts.
To increase awareness on Menstrual Health
meetings for girls and young women in the
tribal communities as well as the migrant
workers and the landless laborers in 8
different districts of Tamil Nadu were
organized. Free sanitary napkins were
distributed to all participants.

#14 TRIBAL
CHILDREN’S
EDUCATION and SAFE
DRINKING WATER for
Kheria Sabar Tribals
COMPLETED
Moyrabandh Gram Bikash Kendra (MGBK),
Bankura, West Bengal
Contact: Mr. Uday Narayan De
Dates: July 2018 - June 2021
Total Budget: Rs. 5, 48,000
2020 Budget: Rs. 1, 52,000

Training Program on Menstrual Health Hygiene for
Tribal Women (#13)

Menstrual Health Camp in a rural area (#13)

MGBK has successfully completed the
second and final year of their “Tribal
Children's Education and Safe Drinking
Water” project. The “safe drinking water” part
of the project had been completed during the
first year of the project by constructing new
and repairing old tube wells.
The supplemental education of the 28 Kheria
Sabar tribal girls was continued in the current
year. These girls attended 8th grade classes
in a regular high school, but because of their
being first generation learners, they couldn't
get any help with lessons or homework at
home. Without this specific program, these
girls were at risk of falling behind in their
studies and dropping out. With this project,
the girls were given educational help in
various subjects by 4 part time teachers.
They were also provided exercise books etc.
The COVID-19 virus infection concerns
required appropriate adjustments, such as
running the coaching center with only 14 girls
at a time to maintain good social distance
etc. As a result of this supplemental

PPI 2021 Annual Report • Page 15

education, all the 28 girls passed their final
examination.

Classes in supplemental education (#14)

Tribal girls receiving educational materials (#14)

TREE PLANTING AND ENVIRONMENTAL
AWARENESS
#15 TREE
PLANTATION and
ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION in
CHIKMAGALUR NEW
Vikasana,
Tarikere, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. Varghees Cleatas
Dates: July 2021- July 2024
Total Budget: Rs. 1,245,200
2021 budget: Rs. 430,150

This 3-year project approved this
fall, promotes tree plantation by school
children in 8 government schools of 7
villages (Hanumanthapura, Annigere,
S.D. Koppalu, Shankarapura,
V. Yaradakere, Huligundi, and
Y. Mallapura) in Chikmagalur district,
Karnataka. Vikasana will conduct 14
awareness workshops for school children,
their parents, teachers, 40 small
farmers on tree plantation and its
care, environment protection. They will
also conduct 5 training programs on
aftercare of the trees planted in the schools,
panchayat land, and project villages. 5000
agroforestry plants (teak, pongamia,
neem, cassesemia, silver oak, etc.,) and
1500 horticulture plants (sapota, papaya,
mango, jack fruit, lemon, etc.,) will planted in
school grounds, beneficiary farmer and
panchayat lands. In addition, they will also
promote nutrition garden and formation of

PPI 2021 Annual Report • Page 16

an eco-club for children. More than 550
members will be directly benefited by this
project, with a wider environmental benefit to
1172 families in these 7 villages.

farming, tree planting and water
conservation at the center. Due to the
pandemic these meetings had to be
minimized.

#16 SOLAR WATER
HEATER, LIGHTS and
RAINWATER
HARVESTING in
Ajjampura
COMPLETED
Chinthana Foundation,
Ajjampura, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. G. Channappa
Dates: October 2020 - September 2021
Total Budget: Rs. 1,86,000

Chinthana Multipurpose
Training/Rehabilitation Center in Ajjampura,
that PPI funded in 2018 is now operational.
The land was donated to Chinthana
Foundation by the local panchayat in
recognition of outstanding work that they
have been doing with the village school
children on tree plantation and
environmental education since 2008. As per
the plan, painting, lighting and interior work
on the center has been completed.
Solar water heater, solar energy lights and
rainwater harvesting units have been
installed and are all operational. The offices
of Chinthana Foundation have found a new
home at the center, and it is being used for
trainings volunteers and meetings by various
aid groups as well. Chinthana hopes to
conduct training on issues like organic

Solar water heater at the Multi-purpose Training and
Rehabilitation Center (#16)

Rainwater harvesting pit at the Multi-purpose Training
and Rehabilitation Center (#16)
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#17 PROMOTION of
ECO-FRIENDLY
SCHOOLS and
ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION for
CHILDREN in
Karnataka
COMPLETED
Chinthana Foundation,
Ajjampura, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. G. Channappa
Dates: July 2020 - June 2021
Total Budget: Rs. 10,91,545

Chinthana Foundation, Ajjampura,
Karnataka, has completed several activities
during the third year of the “Eco-Friendly
Schools and Environmental Education”
project. The progress during this year was
seriously impacted by the closure of schools
due to COVID-19 for a large portion of this
period. However, they improved the fencing
in 3 project schools (Garagadahalli,
Nandipura, and Muguli schools).The fencing,
made of the barbed wire/mesh wire tied to
stone posts, was made stronger, tighter, and
better aligned. This protects the planted trees
from animals and outside people, thus
helping them grow well without any external
disturbance.

building the brick walls, the earlier fence
were taken down and many of the plants
were damaged by local livestock due to the
absence of a barrier.
As was the original plan, there were no new
trees planted during the current year. It was
difficult to involve the students in the
watering and maintenance of the trees
because of the closure of the schools due to
COVID-19. However, 70% of the trees did
survive due to the appropriate maintenance
with the local help. By contrast, the 250
plants given to 50 students in the previous
years for planting in their own yards with the
help of their parents, did much better due to
these children being at home for more time.
The 150 water percolation pits constructed in
the first 2 years were very useful in collecting
rain water and then using that water later for
the tree plants after the rainy season. The silt
in these pits was also later excavated during
the dry summer season to apply this fertile
soil to the area around the tree

Tree plantings at Mugali School (#17)

A brick wall was built with the local Gram
Panchayat funding to enclose the
compounds in two schools (Arabella and
Bankanakatte). This will protect the trees
better in the future, but during the process of
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Tree plantings at Garagadahalli Village School (#17)

SKILLS TRAINING
#18 VOCATIONAL
TRAINING for
EDUCATED
INDEGENOUS TRIBAL
GIRLS in Purulia
NEW
Moyrabandh Gram Bikas Kendra (MGBK),
Bankura, West Bengal
Contact: Mr. Uday Narayan De
Dates: July 2021 - June 2023
Total Budget: Rs. 5,18,000
2021 Budget: Rs. 2,42,000

The main objectives of the project are to
provide vocational training on Mask Making,

Sanitary Napkin Making and Aya Nursing
training for old age care for 28 educated
indigenous tribal girls at Kashipur Block in
Purulia district and in preparing them for
dignified livelihood and mainstreaming in the
civil society.
Targeted beneficiaries are marginalized
Kheria Sabar Tribal students (girls) and
community people of Kaduri, Hashipur block
in Purulla district. The project started in July
2021.

#19 VOCATIONAL
SKILL TRAINING and
BETTER CHILDCARE
for MUSAHAR WOMEN
NEW
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Akhil Gramin Yuva Vikas Samiti (AGYVS),
Muzaffarpur, Bihar
Contact: Mr. Subodh Kumar Pandey
Dates: July 2021 - June 2024
Total Budget: Rs. 11,56,300
2021 Budget: Rs. 4,14,100

This new project will train 120 poor women in
making Bamboo Products and 120 women in
making Hosiery Products (20 women in each
skill for 6 months at a time). There is a high
demand for these products in the cities
nearby. AGYVS expects to be able to link
them to the local banks to get small loans
after training to buy raw materials for
products. They will also be providing
marketing support through collaboration with
other local organizations.
As a complement to the above skill training
of the women, 100 children (less than 2
years old) of the poor working women will be
provided basic health care and some
nutrition support. The mothers of these
children will also be educated about better
childcare practices.

This was a one-year project, which was
extended by about 4 months due to the lockdowns caused by COVID-19 at various times
in 2020 and 2021.
The major achievement of this project has
been to make 30 poor rural women achieve
a reasonably good income source (about Rs.
10,000 to 12,000 per month) through
making and selling wire bags. This was done
by providing them training in the methods to
knit smooth wire bags, including modern
designs and patterns.
They were organized in 3 self-help groups,
with appropriate training in setting up bank
accounts, running meetings, working
together etc., to achieve mutual benefits. An
initial capital of Rs. 7000 to buy basic
knitting equipment and materials to get
started was also given to each of the woman
participant.

#20 WIRE BAGS
KNITTING in Kadapa
COMPLETED
Shri Pitchi Reddy Educational and Welfare
Society (SPREAWS),
Vempalli, Andhra Pradesh

Colorful wire bags nearing completion (#20)

Contact: Mr. C.S. Sajid Hussain
Dates: December 2019 – April 2021
Total Budget: Rs. 3,00,000
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DISASTER RELIEF FUNDING
When India saw a surge in Covid-19 cases
driven by the Delta variant, PPI sent $2,500
in disaster relief funding to 17 of our most
active NGOs:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Akhil Gramin Yuva Vikash Samiti
(AGYVS), Bihar
Anandwan, Maharashtra
Aakanksha Seva Sadan (ASS), Bihar
Banwasi Seva Ashram (BSA), Uttar
Pradesh
Belaku Trust, Karnataka
Chinthana Foundation, Karnataka
Dhan, Tamil Nadu
Gramin Vikas Vidya Samiti (GRAVIS),
Rajasthan
IRDRP, Tamil Nadu
MGBK, West Bengal
MLDT Hospital, Maharastra
Pragathi, Karnataka
SATHI, Himachal Pradesh
SPREAWS, Andhra Pradesh
SOPPECOM, Maharashtra
VRDC, Maharashtra
Vikasana, Karnataka

GRAVIS COVID -19 relief efforts. Family kits distributed
to mineworkers in Soorsagar (Mondore Block)

COVID -19 relief materials included in kits by
SPREAWS

These organizations have done an excellent
job of identifying, procuring, and organizing
the relief kits. Funds were used to provide dry
rations of rice, wheat flour, lentils, sugar,
cooking oil, spices, tea, vegetables, fruits,
soap, masks, and hand sanitizers.
A funding of $2,500 was also sent to BTS,
West Bengal to provide relief effort for
persons affected by category 1 cyclone Yaas
which made landfall on May 26, 2021.

Training on proper use of masks
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SPECIAL PROJECT
FUNDING
Special projects are projects sponsored and
funded by contributions made by individuals
or groups, and which are in line with PPI’s
goals, but may not be high on the PPI priority
list for being funded from general funds.
There was no SPECIAL PROJECT FUNDING for
2021.

SITE VISITS in 2021
Due to the pandemic, there were no site
visits in 2021.

VIRTUAL SHOWCASE
PPI’s first online showcase was streamed on
YouTube and Facebook on January 16, 2021.
The purpose of the event was twofold: to
thank the members for their continuing
support during 2020 and to stay connected
with them during this period of not being
able to have in-person events due to
COVID-19.
The event included brief updates from our
President and Treasurer about PPI's projects
and activities over the last year and musical
performances from two local artists, Bhavani
Kotha and Ramya Ramalingam, who
graciously agreed to showcase their musical
talents in classical Western piano and
classical Indian music respectively.

Owing to the continued uncertainty with the
pandemic, the core team of volunteers
decided that it would be prudent to hold
another virtual showcase. On December 4,
2021, PPI volunteers hosted a meeting via
Zoom. Attendees were presented with the
highlights of the year by PPI’s chairperson,
the treasurer’s report, and project
presentations on Bio-Sand Filters in Morni
Hills of Haryana, Wire Bag Knitting in Kadapa
and Disaster Relief in Vidharbha. Viewers
heard from Aseem Das of World Centric and
Balan Ramachandran on why they donate
their money and time to PPI. If you were
unable to tune in, a video of the event is
available on our webpage: https://ppiusa.org

ANNUAL PPI
FUNDRAISER
We are so thankful to our donors for stepping
up to our ask for COVID-19 disaster relief
funding and helping us raise $28,857.89.

CONGRATULATIONS

We are pleased to announce that a PPI
supporter, and a Gandhian non-violent
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activist, David H. Albert is being awarded
2021 Bajaj International Award from the
Jamnalal Bajaj Foundation, for his long
service to the very poor section of humanity
at large in India and Africa. This award is
following in the footsteps of Nelson Mandela,
Desmond Tutu. The Award is a lifetime
achievement award given for the promotion
of Gandhian thought and action outside of
India,
His association with Gandhian values goes
way back. In 1977, David was at the seminar
on Nonviolence Training, held in Gujarat.
There he met his future mentor: Padma
Bhushan Mrs. Krishnammal Jagannathan
(also former Bajaj awardee, with whom he
worked for the next 40 years on land reform
efforts in Tamil Nadu, providing land for more
than 15,000 Dalit families). In 1981, he
spent a year at LAFTI (Land for Tiller
Freedom), an NGO in Tamil Nadu, run by
Krishnammal and her husband Mr. S.
Jagannathan.
PPI’s association with David started in 2009,
when David approached us to help
demonstrate inexpensive bio-sand water
purification filter technology to LAFTI for
household use. We gladly supported this
effort, as we had supported LAFTI from 19851990 on a variety of projects and were aware
of their good work. Bio-sand filters purifies
99% of bacterial and viral contaminants from
water and are ideally suited for a village
application, They are easy and inexpensive to
maintain and last for more than 30 years
with proper care.
David’s co-founded Friendly Water for the
World (www.friendlywater.org ), working with
extremely poor communities in Africa and
India. With David’s help, we had our NGOs
attend his training seminars and bring this
simple and effective water purification
technology to the villages with we work in
India. Currently, PPI has implemented clean

water projects using bio-sand filters in
Karnataka, Rajasthan, Bihar and Himachal
Pradesh.
We are very happy and proud of David for the
Bajaj award that he richly deserves.

TREASURER’S
REPORT
These budget figures, as of November 20,
2021, are approximate. A precise and
detailed financial report for 2021 will be
available in early 2022.
2021 INCOME: $310 in membership dues,
$89,329.39 in general contributions
including $28,857.89 (net) from the appeal
for COVID-19 relief and $99.11 in bank
interest.
2021 EXPENDITURES: $49,449.62 to PPI
projects, $3,782.71 in operating expenses
(mainly postage, wire, insurance, etc.). We
also sent $42,500 towards COVID-19 relief
and $2,500 towards cyclone relief.

2021 PPI OFFICERS
CHAIRPERSON: Mohan Vaghul
VICE CHAIRPERSON: Sudha Vaghul
TREASURER: Lavaleen Kumar Jha
SECRETARY: Ramachandra Balakrishnan &
Rohan Raman
WEBMASTERS: Satish Thatte, Vijay
Srirangam
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Year 2022 Membership & Pledge/Contribution
Form
NAME ______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________
CITY ______________________________________________ STATE ______ ZIP CODE _________
EMAIL ADDRESS ____________________________________
Membership (circle one):

$25/Family or

Contribution (circle one):
__________________

$20

$100

PHONE ( ____ )_________________

$15 Single/Year
$250

$500

Other: $

Enclosed is a check for: $ ___________________________________________________________
(If your employer matches your gift, please provide the name:
______________________________________)

{IRS Code 501(c) (3) Tax Exempt, ID No. 91-1057315}
Please make your checks payable to “People for Progress in India” and mail it with this form to:
People for Progress in India (PPI), P.O. Box 51231, Seattle, WA 98115-1231
If you prefer, you may donate through PayPal at:
https://www.PayPal.me/ppiseattle
Monthly minutes and quarterly reports are sent by e-mail only. Please give us your e-mail address.
It will help us send receipts by e-mail and save postage. PPI will not provide the e-mail list to any
other organization. This year’s Annual report is being sent electronically.
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