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Dear Friends, 
 
2022 was a good year for PPI. Many of our NGOs in India returned to their normal operations post-
COVID. With increased participation from remote and out-of-state volunteers, PPI continued its 
regular operations and meetings using video conferencing. I’m happy to see participation from 
youth volunteers and others who have seen our work over many years. This will help us take on 
more projects and help support the existing office bearers in the work they do. In 2022, we 
continued our pace in funding 5 new projects including two with new NGOs in Tamil Nadu – THI 
(The Tribal Initiative) and ASSCOD (Association for Sustainable Community Development). We 
renewed funding for 8 on-going projects and completed 3 projects. Over 20,000 people benefited 
through PPI’s funding in the areas of Sustainable Farming, Clean Drinking Water, Education & 
Welfare of Children, Tree Planting and Environmental Awareness, and Skills Training. We also 
conducted a Virtual Showcase in June, which was well received.  
 
None of the above work would be possible without your constant encouragement and your 
contributions. For this, my heartfelt thanks to all of you for your continued support to PPI through 
the 44 years of our existence. For some of you who are just getting to know PPI, we are a 
grassroots organization that funds NGOs in India who help the underserved and marginalized 
community stand on their own feet. Since we are an all-volunteer organization, our overhead 
expenses are less than 5% resulting in more of your contributions being directly disbursed to 
projects. The volunteers of PPI review all incoming proposals, make funding decisions, and do site 
visits to monitor projects. This allows us to get first-hand knowledge of how our NGOs are doing, 
and the requirements of the communities they support.  
 
I want to welcome Raji Rama as the new Treasurer of PPI, and our youth volunteers, Abhi 
Battepati and Rishab Iyer, both high school students. I want to thank all our volunteers and the 
volunteer team which put together the virtual showcase in 2022. We do need more volunteers to 
help us with the work we do with the NGOs. Passionate volunteers are the backbone of our 
organization and if you or anybody you know is interested, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
us at ppiusa@ppi-usa.org.  
 
I’m happy to announce that we’ll be returning to in-person annual events starting next year. 
Please mark your calendars, our 2023 annual event will be held at the North Bellevue Community 
Center (NBCC) on May 7th (Sunday) from 3 – 5:30 pm. I’m really looking forward to seeing you all 
there. We’ll be sending out more details about this event in the coming weeks. 
 
Wishing you all Happy Holidays and a wonderful and safe New Year. 
 
Mohan Vaghul 
Chairperson, PPI 
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 SUSTAINABLE FARMING 
 

 
#1 GENDER, 
DROUGHTS, & 
DEVELOPMENT in 
Rajasthan  
 
Gramin Vikas Vigyan Samiti (GRAVIS),  
Jodhpur, Rajasthan 
 
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi 
Dates: October 2021 – September 2024 
Total Budget: Rs. 13,33,080 
2022 Budget: Rs. 4,35,160  
 
The overall goal of this project, now 
beginning its second year, is to promote 
community development, improved 
agriculture, and gender equality in three 
remote villages in western Rajasthan.  As the 
villages are in the Thar Desert, improved 
water management is essential.  For this 
purpose, GRAVIS has constructed five 
taankas (underground water storage tanks) 
and five bio-sand water filters to accompany 
them for producing pure drinking water, and 
has provided training in their use, to the 
benefit of several hundred villagers.  GRAVIS 
has also conducted training sessions in each 
village on climate-resilient farming 
techniques and established four seed banks.  
Village Development Committees and Self-
Help Groups have been established and 
trained in various leadership and 
management issues.  Finally, last March 
GRAVIS organized an exchange convention in 
Jodhpur where farmers came from all the 
villages to meet with agricultural scientists  
 

 
 
and learn about effective practices 
concerning crop varieties, water  
harvesting, seed storage, and other 
agricultural matters.  
 

#2 TRANSITION to a 
BIO-DIVERSE 
ECOLOGICAL 
FARMING in 
Maharashtra 
 
Society for Promoting Participative 
Ecosystem Management (SOPPECOM), 
Pune, Maharashtra 
 
Contact: Ms. Seema Kulkarni 
Dates: March 2021 – September 2024 
2021 Budget: Rs.5,00,000 (used in 2022) 
 
PPI’s grant was used to support 25 women 
farmers from the Yavatmal district of 
Vidarbha, Maharashtra, in the second year of 
their transition to chemical-free, self-
sufficient agriculture. SOPPECOM used PPI’s 
2021 covid-19 grant to support the first year 
of work. Yavatmal is one of the districts with 
the highest farmer suicide rate in 
Maharashtra. The overall project is part of a 
larger program involving 180 women in six 
districts and funded by four donors (of whom 
PPI is one).   
 
By using a model of farming developed by 
Chetna Vikas (a partner NGO), the women 
learned how to grow mixed crops (intercrop 
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food and cash crops) without using chemical 
fertilizers, weedicides, or pesticides. They 
used disease-resistant seeds and learned 
how to make organic fertilizers and 
pesticides. They were also trained in soil 
building and water conservation. They 
planted pulses such as tur, mung, udid, 
grains as well as jowar and corn, and 12-15 
varieties of vegetables. Some women also 
grew non BT cotton on an experimental 
basis.  
 
Based on the experience from 2021, in 
addition to providing seed and manure, 
SOPPECOM also provided fencing material 
and well as small farming tools such as 
sowing machines, hand-held weeders, and 
cycle weeders.  
 
One of the highlights of the program is 
improvement in nutrition, as families have 
more vegetables and pulses for self-
consumption. The women have also started 
to grow turmeric as a cash crop by defying 
the superstition around turmeric cultivation 
by menstruating women (as turmeric is used 
on auspicious occasions).  
Through events organized by SOPPECOM, 
women from different districts are sharing 
experiences about farming and how to set up 
self-help groups (SHGs).   
 

 
Training women farmers in growing pulses crop (#2) 
 
 

 
Meeting of women farmers (#2) 
 

#3 SUSTAINABLE 
AGRICULTURE in  
Uttar Pradesh 
 
Gramin Vikas Vigyan Samiti (GRAVIS),  
Jodhpur, Rajasthan 
 
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi 
Dates: October 2020 – September 2023 
Total Budget: Rs. 17,97,300 
2022 Budget: Rs. 5,99,100 
 
The purpose of this project, which has now 
completed its second year, is to promote 
agricultural improvements and community 
development in five villages in a drought-
prone area of Bundelkhand in Uttar Pradesh.  
One major part of the project involves the 
construction of useful structures:  compost 
pits, khadins (low dikes) around farm fields 
for better water retention, fences around 
fields to prevent losses caused by animals, 
absorption and recharging pits to recycle 
wastewater, and nutrition gardens to produce 
food for family consumption. Also, two 
community ponds (small reservoirs) have 
been desilted and restored. Another major 
part of the project is educational: education 
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sessions for the villagers on nutrition and 
water quality, assistance in establishing and 
maintaining nutrition gardens, and training of 
Village Development Committees and Self-
Help Groups to promote community welfare 
and self-reliance.  All these activities, begun 
in the first year of the project, have been 
continued and extended to new beneficiaries 
in the current year.  In addition, GRAVIS has 
established community seed banks in each 
village, which have proved very helpful in 
maintaining food security. 
 

 
A Khadin under construction (#3) 
 

Khadin filled with water (#3) 
 

 
Bhaiya Lal in his nutrition garden (#3) 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 CLEAN DRINKING WATER 
 

 
#4 BOREWELLS FOR 
DRINKING WATER in 
Andhra Pradesh 
COMPLETED 
 
Sri K. Pitchi Reddy Educational and Welfare 
Society (SPREAWS), 
Vempalli, Andhra Pradesh 
 
Contact: Mr. C.S. Sajid Hussain 
Dates: November 2021 – October 2022 

 
 
Total Budget: Rs. 3,50,885 
2021 Budget: Rs. 3,50,885 
 
During this project, SPREAWS was able to 
complete the installation of three hand-pump 
borewells, one in each of 3 remote and hilly 
villages in the Kadapa district of Andhra 
Pradesh within a short period of 2 months. 
These bore-wells are helping provide the 
villages with an easier access to get clean 
drinking water instead of the women and 
children having to walk 2-3 miles per trip to 
fetch impure water from a river or an open 
well. Providing sustainable drinking water 
facilities to this community will not only 
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improve health and economic conditions but 
also help young girls and boys to attend 
school more regularly.  

The villagers have also been guided to create 
Water User Committees in the villages to 
maintain the bore-wells in their own villages 
with their own local funds. In addition, a local 
health worker was utilized to teach good 
hygiene practices to minimize the spread of 
water-borne and food-borne diseases. 

 
Women using the bore-well (#4) 
 
 

#5 BIO-SAND 
FILTERS in Bihar 
COMPLETED 

 
Aakanksha Seva Sadan (ASS),  
Muzzaffarpur, Bihar  
 
Contact: Ms. Bandana Sharma 
Dates: July 2019 – June 2022 
Total Budget: Rs. 10,28,250 
2021 - 22 Budget: Rs. 3,39,750 
 
During the third year of this project, ASS has 
built and distributed 65 more Bio-Sand Filters 
(BSF) for a total of 210 BSF over three years 

to the poor families in 10 remote villages of 
Bihar.  

Nine awareness programs were organized 
during the project to make the people know 
the benefits of using BSFs in protecting them 
from water-borne diseases. They were also 
educated on the usefulness of maintaining 
personal cleanliness as well as the storage of 
drinking water. Two BSF demonstration 
workshops were also conducted to 
supplement the awareness programs. 

The BSF recipients have also been provided 
training in their proper use and maintenance. 
In addition, regular follow-up visits of the ASS 
team have been conducted to ensure that 
the BSF are being used and maintained 
regularly. 

Fabricated Bio-Sand Filters (#5) 

#6 FLUOROSIS 
MITIGATION in 
SELECTED VILLAGES 
of Uttar Pradesh 
 
Banwasi Seva Ashram (BSA),  
Sonbhadra, Uttar Pradesh 
 
Contact: Dr. Vibha Augustine 
Dates: August 2020 - July 2022 
Total Budget: Rs. 11,16,000 
2022 Budget: Rs. 4,18,00 
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This 2-year Project was divided in 2 phases 
for the implementation of mitigation 
approach to combat fluorosis in the two most 
affected villages – Govindpur and Kushmaha. 
BSA conducted health surveys in 104 
Households (HH) in Govindpur and 284 HH in 
Kushmaha and tested 33 water sources in 
Govindpur and 86 water sources in 
Kushmaha. 
 
The second phase of the project started in 
December 2021. It included monitoring and 
impact assessment of interventions such as 
use of fluoride-free water, medical 
supplements (Iron, Calcium, and vitamins), 
kitchen gardens, nutrition supplement -
Poshan Laddu, awareness campaigning and 
mitigation plans, etc. 
 
74 kits were installed from out of 94 
selected HH because 20 HH showed 
resistance to accept due to their feeling of 
social hindrance in marriages of their 
children. BSA was able to convince to an 
extent that they would avail interventions 
when it does for the whole village.  
 
Frequent home visits were made to those 
selected HH where defluorination kits were 
installed. Staff and youth volunteers visited 
every HH 3 times a month. A questionnaire 
was used to collect information during the 
visit and all the information was maintained 
in a Logbook. Monthly group awareness 
meetings were conducted in villages using 
short documentaries information charts, 
experiences of regular kit users of the village 
and demonstrate benefits of using fluoride-
free water. 
 
The Fluoride Mitigation Project is expected to 
finish in December 2022. 
 

 
Kitchen garden for nutritional supplement (#6) 
 

 
Poshan Vatika master training (#6) 
 

 
Medical help for fluoride affected people (#6) 

 
 
 
 



 PPI 2022 Annual Report • Page 9 

#7 BIO-SAND FILTERS 
in Himachal Pradesh 
NEW 
 
Social Awareness through Human 
Development (SATHI), 
Sirmour, Himachal Pradesh 
 
Contact: Dr. Anil Kumar 
Dates: February 2022 – January 2025 
Total Budget: Rs. 1,002,000 
2022 Budget: Rs. 321, 250 
 
During the first 7 months of this new project, 
SATHI has manufactured and distributed 50 
Bio-Sand Filters (BSF) to families in 6 remote 
villages in the Nahan block of Himachal 
Pradesh. The overall project is designed to 
provide BSF to 180 families in 20 villages 
over the 3-year period. 
 
To get the program started, village level 
meetings and “Awareness and Training 
Camps,” were held in the 6 villages to 
educate the people about the health benefits 
provided by water filtration through use of 
BSF. 
 
Educational material and posters/stickers 
were also provided to each beneficiary to 
highlight the benefits of a BSF, the directions 
for its use, and the phone number of 
technical assistance if needed. 
 
Follow-up visits to the beneficiary families 
have been started to ensure that the filters 
are being used and maintained properly and 
to correct any problems if required.  
 
 
 

Bio-Sand Filter in use (#7) 
 
#8 REFURBISHED 
BOREWELLS for 
DRINKING WATER in 
Andhra Pradesh 
 
Sri K. Pitchi Reddy Educational and  
Welfare Society (SPREAWS), 
Vempalli, Andhra Pradesh 
 
Contact: Mr. C.S. Sajid Hussain 
Dates: August 2022 – July 2023 
Total Budget: Rs. 3,75,500 
2022 Budget: Rs. 3,75,500 
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During this new project, SPREAWS has 
already completed the refurbishment of old  
hand-pump bore-wells in 6 remote villages in 
Kadapa district of Andhra Pradesh. These 
hand-pump bore-wells were installed by the 
government or non-government 
organizations about 7 to 10 years back, but 
because of no one taking responsibility for 
maintaining these, these were not in working 
order. SPREAWS has refurbished these old 
bore-wells, so that the villagers have an easy 
access to clean drinking water (within a few 
hundred yards) instead of having to walk 2 - 
3 miles to fetch impure water from a river or 
an open well.  
 
This project has provided clean drinking 
water to about 673 households, thus 
reducing the potential water-borne diseases. 
It has also reduced the absenteeism of 
school children and improved income of 
women because they don't have to spend the 
time to walk long distances to get water. 
 
SPREAWS has also organized a Water User 
Committee in each village to take the 
responsibility of maintaining each of them 
with locally collected funds. 
 

 
A refurbished borewell (#8) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 EDUCATION AND WELFARE OF CHILDREN 
 

  

#9 TEACHER 
TRAINING near Pune 
 
Vanasthali Rural Development Center 
(VRDC), Pune, Maharasthra 
 
Contact: Ms. Sushama Sathaye 
Dates: July 2020 - June 2022 

Total Budget: Rs. 9,27,000 
2021 - 22 Budget: Rs. 3,50,000 
 
VRDC was able to maintain continuity of 
activities in providing on going teacher  
training to improve the quality of education 
received by children of economically 
backward sections despite the pandemic at 
its various work centers. They paid 
honorariums to the teachers throughout this 
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period and continued with the training 
activities. Using funding from PPI, VRDC was 
able to provide smartphones to 30 teachers 
for holding online training sessions to 
strengthen their teaching skills. The 
beneficiaries receiving the smartphones were 
encouraged to contribute a small amount 
towards the cost of the phones. 
 
Since the beginning of 2022, as things 
started getting back to normal, VRDC has 
been able to provide Language training to 
212 trainees, Balwadi Teacher Training 
Course to 137 participants and Teacher 
Training Course to 137 women. 
 

 
Balwadi Teacher training in progress (#9) 
 

Workshop in Kalaghar (#9) 
 
 

 
 
 

#10 VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING PROJECT in 
Tamil Nadu 
 
Institute of Research and Development for 
the Rural Poor (IRDRP), Chennai, Tamil Nadu 
 
Contact: Dr. Irudayasamy 
Dates: May 2022 – April 2025 
Total Budget: Rs. 1,024,400 
2022 Budget: Rs. 425,000 
 
This vocational training program is planned 
to provide training in Computers (90 per 
year), Tailoring (90 per year), and Cell Phone 
Repair (60 per year) to 15–35 years old 
females and males from tribal communities 
and backward classes in and around 10 
villages near Chennai. The trainees will also 
be provided various life skills training. 
 
The first batch of students has already 
completed the 4-month training. The 30 
students in Computers (18 girls and 12 boys) 
were taught computer operating systems as 
well as various software such as Word, Excel, 
Power Point, Adobe Photoshop etc. Help is 
now being provided to these students to get 
related jobs in the companies in the area. 
 
Similarly, 30 students have completed the 4-
month Cell Phone Repair training, which has 
taught them how to repair and replace 
various parts by the proper use of different 
tools. They have also learnt how to use the 
wiring diagrams and the techniques for 
troubleshooting the problems. 
 
The 30 students in Tailoring (mostly women) 
have learnt how to make various types of 
clothes for women and babies. Many of these 
women are expected to set up their own 
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small businesses with the help of IRDRP and 
related government programs. 
 

 
Cell phone training (#10)  
 

 
Computer training (#10) 

 
Computer training (#10) 
 
 
 

#11 VOCATIONAL 
SKILL TRAINING and 
BETTER CHILDCARE 
for MUSAHAR WOMEN 
in Bihar 
 
Akhil Gramin Yuva Vikas Samiti (AGYVS), 
Muzaffarpur, Bihar 
 
Contact: Mr. Subodh Kumar Pandey 
Dates: July 2021 – September 2024 
Total Budget: Rs. 11,56,300 
2022 Budget: Rs. 4, 14,100 
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During the first year of this project, 40 poor 
Musahar women were trained in making 
Bamboo Products and another set of 40 
Musahar women were trained in making 
Hosiery Products (20 women in each skill for 
6 months at a time). There is a high demand 
for these products in the cities nearby. 
AGYVS was able to link each of these women 
to a local organization Jeevika and local 
banks to get small loans of Rs. 10, 000 for 
each to buy raw materials for products. 
AGYVS is also providing marketing support 
through collaboration with other local 
organizations. Each of these women is able 
to earn much more money after training. 
 
As a complement to the above skill training 
of the women, 100 children below the age of 
2 years, of poor working women were 
provided basic health care and some 
nutrition support. The mothers of these 
children were also educated about better 
childcare practices. 
 

 
Hosiery making training (#11) 
 

 
Women with bamboo products (#11) 

 
 
 TREE PLANTING AND ENVIRONMENTAL  
 AWARENESS 
 
#12 TREE 
PLANTATION and 
ENVIRONMENTAL  
EDUCATION in 
Karnataka NEW 
 
 

 
 
Vikasana,  
Tarikere, Karnataka 
 
Contact: Mr. Varghees Cleatas  
Dates: July 2021- July 2024  
Total Budget: Rs. 1,245,200  
2022 budget: Rs. 4,26,900 
 
During the first year of a three-year project, 
nine awareness workshops were held on tree 
plantation and caring, eco club formation, 
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environment protection, nursery raising, 
agroforestry and horticulture plantings. About 
200 children, teachers, Panchayath 
members, parents and village beneficiaries 
participated in the training program. Two 
sessions were held on after care 
management of tree plantings and two 
training programs were held on promotion of 
nutrition gardens, growing of organic 
vegetables and promotion of herbal plants.   
733 agro forestry plants like teak, Pongamia, 
cassesemia, gliricidia, neem, and silver oak 
are planted in 100 beneficiaries' land and  
eight school grounds and one panchayath 
land.  
 
The beneficiaries were selected based on 
their interest, land holding, and availability of 
water. panchayath land. 655 horticulture 
plants like sapota, papaya, mango, jack fruit, 
Lemon, drum stick, cashew nut, and custard 
apple trees are distributed and planted in 
schools grounds and beneficiaries land. In all 

these plantings, they expect to have 85% or 
better survival rate.  
 

 
Horticulture tree plantation in school ground (#12) 
 

 
Promotion of nutrition garden (#12) 

 
 
 #13 MAINTENANCE of 
TREES from a 
PROJECT in  
2018 – 2021 in 
Karnataka NEW 
 
Chinthana Foundation,  
Ajjampura, Karnataka 
 
Contact: Mr. Channappa 
Dates: January 2022 – December 2023  
Total Budget: Rs. 3,83,000  
2022 budget: Rs. 2,06,500 

 

Chinthana foundation has continued 
replacement of 475 plants (from a previous 
project) that were destroyed during Covid 
season when the schools were closed by 
government requirement and by livestock. 
The plantings are in five school grounds 
(Arabala (55), Garagadahalli (35), 
Bhotanahalli (125), Bankanakatte (235), 
Muguli (25)) in Ajjampura block of 
Chikmagalur districts of Karnataka. All 
schools have now compound walls or barbed 
wire to protect the plantings. 
 
A meeting was held with school officials, 
children and SDMC members to take 
responsibility to preserve and protect the 
plants. Chinthana visited the projects 
regularly, made repairs to the barbed wire 
fences to preserve the existing plants.  
Various horticulture and agro-forestry plants 
have been planted in these five schools. It is 
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only during summer when there is shortage 
of water source, they use tanker truck water.  
 
Chinthana has continued weeding, hoeing, 
mulching and manuring around the trees in 
all 5 schools. This has enabled the tree roots 
to get enough oxygen, water percolation and 
penetrate deep into the soil. This was done 
regularly on quarterly basis in all plantation 
areas. As a result, the plant growth was 
promising. In three school tree plantings, 
nutrient rich red soil silt from a dry water 
tank was applied to increase the soil fertility. 
Also, compost pits have been dug to make 
compost manure.  
 

 
Coconut tree planted by school children in 
Bothanahalli School (#13) 
 

 
School teacher working with children in Gargadahalli 
School to create awareness about trees (#13) 

  

 SKILLS TRAINING 
 

 
#14 VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING for 
EDUCATED  
INDIGENOUS TRIBAL 
GIRLS in West Bengal  
NEW 
 
Moyrabandh Gram Bikas Kendra (MGBK), 
Bankura, West Bengal 
 
Contact: Mr. Uday Narayan De 
Dates: July 2021 - June 2023 
Total Budget: Rs. 5,18,000 
2021 Budget: Rs. 2,42,000 
 
The main objectives of the project are to 
provide vocational training on Mask Making,  
Sanitary Napkin Making and Aya Nursing 
training for old age care for 28 educated  
indigenous tribal girls at Kashipur Block in 
Purulia district and in preparing them for 
dignified livelihood and mainstreaming in the 
civil society. 
 
18 girls have undergone the training of 
making sanitary napkins and how to market 
and sell their product.  The girls have started 
to earn.  There is community building as 
educated women work with tribal women as 
well as adolescent girls.  This in turn builds 
confidence/dignity among the trained girls. 
The sanitary napkin product helps to improve 
menstrual hygiene and reduction of disease 
among the women of the targeted 
community.   
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MGBK has contributed its share by 
purchasing upgraded equipment. Experts 
have been hired to conduct the training. 
The trained girls are producing low cost 
sanitary napkin and it has been named as 
‘Fit & Fine G’. In one packet there are 6 
sanitary napkin at the cost of Rs.30/. The 
local market rate of same quality of sanitary 
napkin is Rs.42/-. Each of the trained girls 
are earning Rs.4000 per month. Local 
panchayats have come forward for extending 
marketing support. 
 

 
Sanitary napkin production underway (#14) 
 

 
Equipment purchased by MGBK for manufacturing 
sanitary napkins (#14) 
 

#15 NEW CRAFT 
TRAINING for WOMEN 
in Tamil Nadu NEW 
 
The Tribal Initiative (THI), 
Harur PO, Dharmapuri, 
Tamil Nadu 
 
Contact: Dr. Lalitha Regi 
Dates: April 2022 - March 2023 
Total Budget: Rs. 5, 11,600 
 
Working with the women of the remote tribal 
population of Lambadi tribals, The Tribal 
Initiative (THI) hopes to make them self-
reliant and prevent migration and the 
resultant health threat in the Sittilingi valley. 
Porgai was the brand name selected to 
market the products of this initiative. 

A motivation drive was conducted in the 
villages within the Sittilingi valley along with 
interviews of aspirants wishing to join this 
training. The three villages selected were 
based on their locations as none were next to 
each other. This ensured a distributed 
enrolment across the valley.  

While embroidery skills remain the strength 
and identity of the Lambani tribe in the 
valley, the need for sustainable livelihoods is 
prevalent in other communities too, hence 
this training will help Porgai provide an 
income to the greater population of the valley 
and not be limited to the Lambadis alone.  

The training was delayed due to an 
unforeseen circumstance of the main trainer 
and designer suffering a health setback 
which she took 3 months to recover from. 
However, now things are back on track.  

The main idea is to use all the fabric scraps 
generated by Porgai team in their regular 
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production and create saleable products 
from the scraps, thereby making every bit of 
fabric count. While two crafts of rope making 
and hand quilting have been chosen, it was 
decided to start with the simpler of the two 
crafts techniques that requires only basic 
sewing skills. Hence patchwork was selected. 

Hand quilted products made by the tribal women 
featured in a crafts bazaar in Bangaluru (#16) 

 
Example of jewelry made with fabric scraps twisted 
into ropes (#16) 

 

  

 

SITE VISITS in 2022 
 

 
A VISIT TO SAATHI  
Nihonga Village, 
Himachal Pradesh by 
Mr. Dilip Kumar  
 
Date of Visit: September 26, 2022 
 
Mr. Dilip Kumar from PPI & his brother Mr. 
Arun Kumar visited the Nihonga Village in 
Himachal Pradesh to see firsthand the use of 
Bio-Sand Filters (BSF) that has been funded 
by PPI. The trip was arranged by our contact 
at SAATHI, Dr. Anil Kumar. The cost of the 
filter is Rs. 3,200, the villagers pay Rs. 800 
and PPI funds the rest.  
At the village reception arranged by women, 
Dilip drank the water from the BSF and as a 
US traveler in India, broke his self-imposed 
rule of drinking only bottled water without 
falling sick – “Anecdotal proof that the filter 
works…” according to Dilip.  
 
After several demonstrations of how the BSF 
works, Dilip engaged the villagers about 
cleaning the filters and about their 
satisfaction with the BSF. The villagers all 
agreed that the filter works, and the 
incidence of illness has gone down 
significantly after they have started using the 
filters.  
 
Dilip’s visit is the first post-COVID and PPI 
appreciates his initiative and the feedback 
that is so important for us as we continue to 
fund such projects in the future.  
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Dilip Kumar visited Nihonga village to see the impact 
of the Bio-Sand Filters  

   

 VIRTUAL SHOWCASE 
 
With the continued concerns around Covid, 
PPI decided to forgo the in-person Annual 
Event for another Virtual showcase on June 
25, 2022.  
 
The primary focus of the event was to 
present some of the projects that PPI 
supported during the first half of 2022. There 
was a brief address by our Chairperson, 
Mohan Vaghul and overview of PPI’s work 
over the past five years by our co-Secretary 
Rohan Raman and a report on our financials 
by our Treasurer Raji Raman.  
 
This was followed by presentations on 
current projects. These included projects 
related to Women’s Menstrual Health in 
Tamil Nadu, Drinking Water in Andhra 
Pradesh, and Tree Plantation in Karnataka. A 
new initiative involving tribal crafts in Tamil 
Nadu was also highlighted. 
 
 

If you were unable to tune in, a video of the 
event is available on our webpage: 
https://ppi-usa.org or at this link:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KTDhrIK
0D5k 

 
 

TREASURER’S 
REPORT 
 
These budget figures, as of December 7, 
2022, are approximate. A precise and 
detailed financial report for 2022 will be 
available in early 2023. 
 
2022 INCOME: $280 in membership dues, 
$85,744.44 in general contributions, 
$1,540.69 in IRS Tax Refund and $120.72 in 
bank interest.  
  
2022 EXPENDITURES: $71,445.64 to PPI 
projects, $2037.53 in operating expenses 
(mainly wire transfer fees, insurance, etc.) 
and $271.76 in Merchant processing fees. 

 
 

 2022 PPI OFFICERS 
 
CHAIRPERSON: Mohan Vaghul 
 

VICE CHAIRPERSON: Sudha Vaghul 
 

TREASURER: Raji Ramalingam 
 
SECRETARY: Ramachandra Balakrishnan & 
Rohan Raman 
 

WEBMASTER: Satish Thatte
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Year 2023 Membership & Pledge/Contribution 
Form 

 
 

NAME ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY ______________________________________________ STATE ______ ZIP CODE _________ 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS ____________________________________    PHONE ( ____ )_________________ 
 
Membership (circle one):  $25/Family  or  $15 Single/Year 
 
Contribution (circle one):  $20        $100          $250         $500         Other: $ 
__________________ 
 
Enclosed is a check for: $ ___________________________________________________________ 
 
(If your employer matches your gift, please provide the name: 
______________________________________) 

 
 

 
{IRS Code 501(c) (3) Tax Exempt, ID No. 91-1057315} 

 
Please make your checks payable to “People for Progress in India” and mail it with this form to: 

People for Progress in India (PPI), P.O. Box 51231, Seattle, WA 98115-1231 
If you prefer, you may donate through PayPal at: 

https://www.PayPal.me/ppiseattle 
 

Monthly minutes and quarterly reports are sent by e-mail only. Please give us your e-mail address. 
It will help us send receipts by e-mail and save postage. PPI will not provide the e-mail list to any 

other organization. This year’s Annual report is being sent electronically. 


