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Dear Friends,
In our 39th year, we are pleased to tell you that PPI is
continuing to support a variety of projects all over India.
In the following pages, you will read about our seven
new projects, eleven continuing ones, and six
completed ones that focus on varied issues such as
youth livelihood, tree planting, tribal and child welfare,
women’s empowerment, traditional arts revival, and
bio-sand filters for water purification and rural health.

We are very grateful for your continued financial
support. However, at this time our most critical need is
your active participation. You can help review projects,
make site visits, and assist with routine tasks. We are a
100% volunteer organization without paid staff. We
need you to attend our monthly meetings. We need
you to join us in carrying out PPI’s mission. It can be
hard work but very rewarding! Can we count on you?
Sincerely,

PPI Volunteer Team

Last year we made some significant changes in the way
we operate because of changing circumstances, and we
alerted our supporters to the possibility that we would
have to bring PPI to a conclusion within a couple of
years. At present, the prospects for continued
operation under with the active participation of new
volunteers are looking brighter, but we are still in the
transitional mode that we adopted last year.
This means two things: First, to ensure confidence that
our funds are being used effectively, we are restricting
our funding to a group of established NGOs which we
can trust and with which we have good lines of
communication. These are mostly organizations with
which we have worked in the past, although others can
be added to the list when one of our volunteers or
supporters has personal knowledge of them. Second,
because of uncertainty about our future operation, in
the current year we are funding projects for a maximum
of two years, and next year we will provide funding for
only one year, so that we will have no commitments
beyond 2017. This may change if a new team takes
over the management of PPI.

A bumper crop of papayas at MLDMHI’s Sustainable
Agriculture Project #23.
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New Projects

2) Measuring the Impact of Bio-sand Filters
Gravis; Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
March 2016 –Marc 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.299,000; 2016, Rs.149,500.
Following up on Project #1 and its predecessor, we are
funding a detailed study by Gravis to measure the
impact of bio-sand filters. 260 households are being
surveyed this year, using a questionnaire composed by
Gravis with our help, and a follow-up survey will be
conducted next year. The results will be written up in a
document to be distributed to NGOs, government
agencies, and local administrators, and a “dissemination
event” will be held to present the results to a diverse
set of interested parties.

Bio-sand filter provides clean water in the desert: #1
1) Bio-sand Water Filters
Gravis; Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
February 2016 –February 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.1,130,000; 2016, Rs.565,000.
With this new project, our second such project with
Gravis, we continue our efforts to spread the use of biosand filters for water purification (see also Projects #10,
#11, #12, and #20). It involves the construction of 200
filters to be put into use in 10 villages in the Thar Desert
region, along with training in their use and education on
water filtration and disease prevention. To date,
awareness camps and demonstrations have been held,
and 100 filters have been distributed to beneficiaries
selected by village development committees.

3) Agricultural Improvements in Bundelkhand
Gravis; Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
May 2016 –May 2017
Budget: Rs.518,000
With this project, Gravis is extending its work on
improving agricultural productivity in drought-prone
areas to 5 villages in the Banda and Mahoba districts of
Uttar Pradesh. Originally the emphasis was to be on
water management (construction of khadins and
taankas), but after consultation with the villagers, they
have found that the more urgent need is for
development of kitchen gardens and training on
sustainable farming through distribution of seeds. This
work is now beginning.

Gravis Study measures impact of clean water: #2

Clean filtered water for children in a Gravis school: #1
2

Documentary extols benefits of tree-planting: #4

Tribal woman engaged in compost making: #6

4) Documentary on Tree Plantations
Chinthana Foundation; Ajjampura, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. G. Channappa
July 2016-December 2016
Budget: Total, Rs.394,000; 2016, Rs. 252,000

6) Sustainable Farming for Tribal Farmers
Dr. M.L. Dhawale Memorial Homeopathic Institute
(MLDMHI); Thane, Maharashtra
Contact: Ms. Ujjwala Pendse
October 2016 – October 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.1,027,000; 2016, Rs.515,500

Having supported several of Chinthana’s tree plantation
projects (see Projects #13 and #14), we are funding the
production of a 30-minute documentary video in English
and Kannada on the results of these projects. It will be
distributed widely to schools and NGOs across India to
encourage wider adoption of the ideas and methods. It
should be completed by the time this report appears.

5) Bridge Funding for Balwadis
Vanasthali Rural Development Centre (VRDC); Pune,
Maharashtra
Contact: Ms. Sushama Sathaye
August 2016 – August 2017
Budget: Rs. 520,000
VRDC, which focuses on early childhood development
and related teacher training, has been running 20
balwadis (preschools) for 500 rural children aged 3-6
with funding from some European agencies. That
funding is no longer available, so on the
recommendation of PPI member Madhura Nirkhe who
visited VRDC, we agreed to support the balwadis for a
year while VRDC looks for other sources of long-term
funds.

For the past 5 years we have supported a sustainable
farming project (Project #23) by MDLMHI. Now
MLDMHI plans to apply the knowledge and experience
they have gained in that project to work with a new
group of tribal farmers, about 50 in all. They will
provide the farmers with some basic farm implements,
organic fertilizers, and seeds and saplings to get started,
give training in multi-crop organic farming for home
nutrition and marketing, and ensure access to stable
marketing arrangements.
7) Construction of Toilet Blocks for the Disabled
Maharogi Sewa Samiti (MSS), Anandwan, Maharashtra
Contact: Dr. Vikas Amte
July 2016 – December 2016
Budget: Rs.900,000
We are funding the construction of nine toilet blocks at
Mitrangan, a residential colony in MSS’s Anandwan
community for leprosy patients and persons with
disabilities, founded by the late Baba Amte.
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Continuing Projects

Adivasi women get ready to plant vegetables: #9

Balwadi in session for children of quarry workers: #8
8) Education of Stone Quarry Children
Institute of Research and Development for the Rural
Poor (IRDRP); Chennai, Tamil Nadu
Contact: Dr. Irudayasamy
April 2015 – April 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.1,261,250; 2016, Rs. 386,250
This is a continuation (in 3 villages) and expansion (to 5
new villages) of our previous project (2012-2014) to
support the education of the children of quarry
workers. They have organized 3 school enrollment
camps, provided educational supportive materials to
126 children, maintained educational centers to help
the students outside of regular school hours, and
provided supplementary education to students at risk of
dropping out. They are conducting 6-month training
courses for adolescent girls in computer use and
tailoring, as well as a 2-year course in nursing care and
administration, and assisting their trainees in obtaining
good employment. The project also involves workshops
for teachers and public recognition of outstanding
teachers.

9) Sustainable Agriculture for Kheria Sabars
Moyrabandh Gram Bikash Kendra (MGBK); Bankura,
West Bengal
Contact: Mr. Uday Narayan De
May 2015 – May 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.530, 000; 2016, Rs.202,000
This is our third project with MGBK to assist the Kheria
Sabar tribal people of Purulia district in various ways.
This one focuses on training in improved agricultural
practices. MGBK has trained 300 tribal women in
nursery raising and vermi-composting. Also, they have
worked on 240 plots of land to increase soil
conservation, rainwater retention, and productivity,
while training the villagers to continue this work.

Himachal women receive training in filtering water: #10
10) Bio-sand Water Filters
Social Awareness Through Human Involvement (SATHI);
Sirmour, Himachal Pradesh
Contact: Dr. Anil Kumar
August 2015 – August 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.653,600; 2016, Rs.216,550
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live by collecting honey and forest materials and by goat
rearing. The villagers have expressed great satisfaction
in using the filters.

School children take care of trees: #13-14.
13) Environmental Education and Tree Plantings
Chinthana Foundation; Ajjampura, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. G. Channappa
June 2014 – June 2017
Budget: Total, Rs.336,000; 2016, Rs.84,100
A woman using a bio-sand filter: #10-12
11) Bio-sand Water Filters
Aakansha Seva Sadan (ASS); Muzaffarpur, Bihar
Contact: Ms. Bandana Sharma
October 2015 – October 2018
Budget: Total: Rs.658,850; 2016, Rs.199,550
12) Bio-sand Water Filters
Pragathi; Mysore, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. B. Sharanappa
October 2015 – October 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.1,312,350; 2016, Rs.235,050
Our work to promote the use of bio-sand water filters
to provide safe, clean drinking water to rural
communities continues with these three projects. The
first two are outgrowths of the multi-NGO project we
funded in 2014, and the third continues our long
association with Pragathi. All of them comprise
awareness and training programs, manufacture and
distribution of filters, and follow-up work. In the first
year, SATHI has distributed 50 filters in 4 villages, and
ASS has distributed 56 filters (2 of them to schools) in a
dozen villages. Pragathi completed its first-year goal of
133 filters in one village by February, so we advanced
them the second-year funding in March. In this second
phase, they distributed 55 filters to a desperately poor
tribal village in Bandipur National Park where people

School girl waters sapling: #14
14) Tree Plantation Maintenance
Chinthana Foundation; Ajjampura, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. G. Channappa
September 2015 – September 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.317,700; 2016, Rs.86,500
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A tree – one of many– is planted in Bihar: #15
15) Tree Plantations and Environmental Education
Aakansha Seva Sadan (ASS); Muzaffarpur, Bihar
Contact: Ms. Bandana Sharma
September 2015 – September 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.490,480; 2016, Rs.117,100

They are actively involved in maintaining the tree
plantations a well as a kitchen garden at each school.
Also, to alleviate difficulties caused by drought
conditions, in Project #13 we are funding additional
maintenance of trees planted in 3 earlier PPI projects:
pruning, weeding, mulching, upkeep of fences, and
watering through drip irrigation (where feasible) and
water delivered by truck. This project also includes
tagging the trees with identifying information and other
efforts to spread knowledge to the wider public.
Aakansha Seva Sadan’s Project #14 follows Chinthana’s
model: they are providing educational activities relating
to horticulture and environmental issues to over 200
students at 3 schools, and the students have been
involved in the planting and maintenance of 753 trees.
MLDMHI’s Project #15, on the other hand, is taking tree
plantations as a community project involving 50 farmers
and 139 women from self-help groups in 3 villages.
Over 1100 trees have been planted, of which 915 are
still thriving; the emphasis now is on increasing the
villagers’ motivation and skills in caring for the trees.

‘

Women trainees attend a class in Bihar: #17
Woman proudly shows her vegetable garden: #16
16) Community Tree Plantations
Dr. M.L. Dhawale Memorial Homeopathic Institute
(MLDMHI); Thane, Maharashtra
Contact: Ms. Ujjwala Pendse
September 2015 – September 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.829,690; 2016, Rs.276,030
Our longtime support of tree-plantation projects
continues. In Chinthana Foundation’s Project #12,
children at 3 schools have participated in awareness
programs and exposure visits to forests, then have
assisted in the planting of 770 trees on school land.

17) Vocational Training for Poor Women
Aakansha Seva Sadan (ASS); Muzaffarpur, Bihar
Contact: Ms. Bandana Sharma
January 2014 – January 2017
Budget: Total, Rs.550,250; 2016, Rs.171,950
This project is providing 6-month training programs in
embroidery, tailoring, and beautician work to 270 poor
women and adolescent girls (2 groups of 15 women per
year for each skill) in the Muzaffarpur area. The last
groups in each skill are now being trained. ASS has also
been successful in helping the trainees to find
employment or establish their own businesses.

6

In this sequel to an earlier project, Vikasana continued
the development of plantations of about 7000 forest
trees and fruit trees and deepened the involvement of
the local people. The survival rate of the trees,
including such species as teak, neem, mango, and
jackfruit, remains above 85% thanks to careful
safeguarding and monitoring. The villagers now have a
strong awareness of environmental issues, and their
tree-grower committees and self-help groups are
successfully taking over the responsibility of
maintaining the plantations.
Young and older vocational trainees in Raipur: #18
18) Livelihood Development Centre in Raipur
Kherwadi Social Welfare Association; Mumbai Head
Office Contact: Ms. Mrinalini Kher
July 2014 – July 2017
Budget: Total: Rs. 440,000
The Livelihood Training Centers continued to offer short
courses in skills such as computer basics, Tally software
and Beautician skills. As of December 2015, they had
trained 212 youths nationally, of which 44 were in
Raipur. The project was put on pause for 2016 and will
be resumed in December 2016.

Projects with Completed Funding

Bio-sand filters exposure visit in Ajjampura: #20
20) Bio-sand Water Filters
Chinthana Foundation; Ajjampura, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. G. Channappa
April 2013 – April 2016
Budget: Rs.679,500
In its final year, Chinthana’s water filter project
distributed 50 bio-sand filters to poor villagers and
conducted awareness workshops, training sessions, and
follow-up visits. They also sold 10 filters to the general
pubic in the area. Along with this, they have been
encouraging wider use of the filters by producing
handbills and wall posters and providing information on
the filters to schools, journalists, and others.

Trees take root and flourish near Tarikere: #19
19) Tree Plantation Maintenance
Vikasana; Tarikere, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. Varghees Cleatas
April 2013 – April 2016
Budget: Rs.210,900

21) Women Farmers Livelihood Development
Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha (BTS); Baikunthapur,
West Bengal
Contact: Mr. Susanta Giri
July 2013 – July 2016
Budget: Rs. 527,000
This three-year project worked to improve the lifestatus of 150 vulnerable women and their families in 10
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villages in the Sundarban Reserve forest areas of the
Ganges delta. The women were trained in sustainable
livestock raising – mostly poultry, though a few women
chose to raise ducks or goats – and were given some
animals to start with. BTS also provided startup funds
and support for organizing the women in each village
into a self-help group and linking them with
government resources. As a result, the women are
earning small but stable incomes without damaging the
nearby forest reserves.

A canopy of Karela (bitter gourd): #23
23) Sustainable Farming Project Extension
Dr. M.L. Dhawale Memorial Homeopathic
Institute(MLDMHI); Thane, Maharashtra
Contact: Ms. Ujjwala Pendse
October 2014 – October 2016
Budget: Rs.251,000

Traditional art earns income for Warli artisans: #22
22) Warli Art Project
Dr. M.L. Dhawale Memorial Trust (MLDT),
Thane, Maharashtra
Contact: Ms. Ujjwala Pendse
October 2013 – October 2016
Budget: Rs.1,085,000
After three years of work, this project to promote the
work of tribal artists based on their traditional art forms
has finally achieved profitability. Consistently high
quality and new product designs have led to higher
prices and increased sales through exhibitions, direct
sale, and e-commerce, while better planning has
lowered production costs. The artists have to help with
farming and are not used to thinking in the terms of the
business world, and these factors create irregularity in
the production schedule, but there is now more
understanding about dealing with it. The artists will
now take charge of managing the production process,
while MLDT will continue to help them with marketing.

The broad goal of this project has been to encourage
ecologically sustainable and economically viable farming
on small land plots, and to improve nutrition and
economic security for the farm families. They have now
demonstrated that higher returns from organic mixed
cropping can be achieved in comparison with chemicalbased mono-cropping, with the added benefits of soil
improvement and more vegetables for family use. The
fields of two of the farmers in the project have been
developed to the point where they can serve as
demonstration/training plots. The project has also
promoted a sustainable marketing system and strong
leadership within the farmer group. As a result, the
farmers are living with increased optimism that their
diligent work will lead to a prosperous future
.

Warli farmer fertilizes a coconut sapling: #23
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24) Solar Power for Child Rehabilitation Center
Vikasana; Tarikere, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. Varghees Cleatas
April – December 2016
Budget: Rs.90,000
Last year we funded the installation of solar power units
to generate electricity and hot water at Vikasana’s
bridge school for orphans in Duglapura. The electric
units provide lighting for up to 8 hours a day, reducing
costs and protecting the school from the frequent
power cuts in the area. The water heater provides hot
water for bathing, replacing an old wood-burning
heater that was environmentally unsound as well as
expensive to run. Both solar units have improved the
lives of the children substantially.

Solar Panels: #24

Special Projects
Every year, special projects are funded from
contributions raised by individuals. They must meet
PPI's overall goals and requirements for selecting and
funding projects. No PPI general funds are expended on
them. We are happy to support such worthwhile
schemes and the aim is to motivate and facilitate
individuals to raise funds on their own to help worthy
projects in India. This year we funded four such special
projects.
25) Orphanage Exterior Walls
Pragathi; Mysore, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. B. Sharanappa
Donations totalling Rs.655,000 from two donors were
pooled to fund the completion of the exterior facing on
the walls of Pragathi’s orphanage for tribal children.

Completed orphanage ready for occupation: #25

Meeting the needs of rural hospitals: #26-27
26) Residence for Medical Staff
Dr. M.L. Dhawale Memorial Trust (MLDT),
Thane, Maharashtra
Contact: Ms. Ujjwala Pendse
27) Solar Water Heater, Sterilizer for Hospital
Karnatak Health Institutes (KHI), Ghataprabha,
Karnataka
Contact: Dr. Ghanashyam Vaidya
These two projects to support medical facilities for
underprivileged people resulted from a single large
donation. We sent Rs.752,000 to KHI to fund the
construction of four solar water heaters and the
purchase of a new autoclave (sterilizer) for their
hospital in Ghataprabha, and Rs.625,000 to MLDT for
the construction of a residence for medical staff at their
community health center in a tribal area near Mumbai.
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Children in a Belaku balwadi play outdoors: #28
28) Women's Health, Education and Training
Belaku Trust, Bengaluru, Karnataka
Contact: Dr. Saras Ganapathy
Belaku Trust works to improve women’s health,
women’s economic empowerment, and children’s
health and education in villages near Kanakapura,
Karnataka. They are achieving their goal of turning over
the management of their programs to staff at the
community level. In addition, this year they held 2-day
summer camps for nearly 800 children in 3 age groups,
providing instruction in environmental care, hygiene,
and children’s rights along with entertainment and
recreation. This year we sent $1095 to Belaku Trust
collected from individual dedicated contributions.
29) Water Filters for Schools and Dormitories
Maharogi Sewa Samiti (MSS), Anandwan, Maharashtra
Contact: Dr. Sheetal Amte
Donations of $1465 resulting from the fundraiser are
being sent to MSS for the purchase of water filters for
their facilities for 300 disabled and preschool children,
to counteract rapidly deteriorating water quality.

Robert af Sandeberg visits Aakansha and other PPI sites.

Site Visits to PPI Projects
Site visits are integral to PPI’s involvement with our
partner NGOs in India. They help us check on the
progress on existing projects, to understand local
conditions and problems better, and to establish
person-to-person contact with project coordinators.
They also afford excellent photo opportunities. PPI
invites members, including new volunteers, to visit our
sites during their trips to India. This year several site
visits were made by PPI members to current and past
NGO partners in India:
Gravis, Rajasthan: Jerry Folland, Vandana Datye, Jyoti
Samant, and Robert af Sandeberg.
Childright, Orissa: Jerry Folland
Pragathi, Karnataka: Jyoti and Shim Srinath
AGYVS, Aakansha, Madhya Pradesh; and Support,
Maharashtra: Robert af Sandeberg
MLDMHI, MLDT: Shantha Benegal, Vandana Datye
IRDP, Tamil Nadu: Sudha Vaghul,
Champa Mahila Society and Baikuntapur Tarun Sangha,
West Bengal: Sarmila Basu.
Vanasthali, Maharashtra: Madhura Nirkhe

2016 Annual PPI Fundraiser
Emergency Funding
In December 2015 we sent $1000 from PPI’s general
fund plus $1314 in individual targeted donations to the
Institute of Research and Development for the Rural
Poor in Chennai (see Project #8) to assist victims of the
catastrophic floods in Tamil Nadu.

The 2016 Annual Fundraiser, held on September 25,
featured guest speaker Dr. Vikas Amte, who together
with his son-in-law Gautam Karajgi, gave an account of
the ongoing development of Maharogi Sewa Samiti’s
work with leprosy patients, tribals, and other
disadvantaged people in Maharashtra. The time and
place of PPI’s next fundraising event are to be
announced.
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contributions were sent as collected, minus wire
charges.

Treasurer's Report
These budget figures, as of November 24, 2016, are
approximate. A precise and detailed financial report for
2016 will be available in early 2017.
2016 Income: $285 in membership dues, $47,935 in
general contributions including $10,490 (net) from the
fundraiser, $111 in interest. Special contributions:
$1,130 for Belaku Trust, $8,232 for Pragathi, $9629 for
MLDT, $1500 for MSS, $11,665 for KHI Hospital.
2016 Expenditures: $83,250 to PPI projects (not
including special projects), $1680 in operating expenses
(mainly printing, postage, insurance, etc.). All special

PPI Office Bearers
Shantha Benegal, Chairperson
Jyoti Samant, Vice Chairperson
Shimoga Srinath, Treasurer
Jerry Folland, Secretary
Vijay Srirangam, Webmaster

Year 2017 Membership & Pledge/Contribution Form

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________City________________ State_________ Zip___________
E-mail: __________________________________________ Phone: (

) ______________________

Membership: $ _____ ($25/Family, $15 Single/Year);
Contribution: $50 _____ $100_____ $250_____ $500______ Other $_______
Enclosed is a check for: $ _______ (If your employer matches your gift, please provide the name_______________)
{IRS Code 501(c) (3) Tax Exempt, ID No. 91-1057315}
Please make your checks payable to "People for Progress in India" and mail it with this form to:
People for Progress in India (PPI), P.O. Box 51231, Seattle, WA 98115-1231
Monthly minutes and quarterly reports are sent by e-mail only. Please give us your e-mail address. It will help us send receipts by
e-mail and save postage. PPI will not provide the e-mail list to any other organization. Annual reports are sent by postal mail. The
color version will be available at http://ppi-usa.org
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PPI's Vision
We envision an India without extreme poverty,
where people can live healthy self-reliant lives in a clean environment,
and where their essential needs are met through sustainable economic activity.

PPI's Mission
To bring positive socio-economic change to the underprivileged, marginalized, and exploited
sectors of India by promoting self-reliance and providing seed-money for development projects.

PPI's Goals
To fund programs which have the potential to become self-sustaining and make people self-reliant,
and to encourage new ideas involving people’s participation
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