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Celebrating 40 Years
PPI has reached its 40th year of working to improve the
lives of the underprivileged people of India! It was one
of the early pioneers in raising support for nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in India that
promote empowerment and self-sufficiency among the
poor and exploited. Although PPI’s scale remains small,
it continues to take pride in using funds in ways that will
have not only an immediate benefit but also a longterm impact. You are all warmly invited to PPI’s 40th
anniversary celebration on April 29, 2018.
During this long period, much of the responsibility for
the operations of PPI has rested on the shoulders of a
small group of volunteers, including some whose active
involvement has continued from the beginning to the
present. A couple of years ago it began to seem likely
that the aging of the group and other consequences of
the passage of time would lead to the dissolution of PPI.
However, in the past year, a whole new team of officers
has taken over the management of PPI, bringing an
infusion of fresh energy and new ideas. The new team is
headed by Sarmila Basu (chair). Other team members
are Sudha Vaghul (vice-chair), Mohan Vaghul
(secretary), and Lavaleen Kumar Jha (treasurer).
Sarmila and the Vaghuls are long-time supporters of PPI
who have recently stepped up to take more active roles
in the organization; Lavaleen and his wife Pooja (who is
also an active volunteer) are relative newcomers to
Seattle with a strong interest in our kind of work
As they have transitioned into their new roles, the new
team has already organized a successful fundraiser on
October 7, revamped our web site and our email
operations, and made other operational improvements.
We can now look to the future with confidence in PPI’s
continuing vitality.
During our period of uncertainty, we put a moratorium
on funding commitments beyond 2018. This has now

been repealed. We can make commitments for up to
three years and take on more projects, so we can make
good use of your donations! Another policy change
adopted two years ago, however, remains in effect: to
maintain quality control, we are restricting our funding
to NGOs with whom we have worked successfully in the
past or whose work is personally known to one of our
volunteers or supporters. The projects should
preferably be located in places where one or more of us
can make site visits during trips to India. This means
that we need to take a more proactive stance in looking
for new projects, and we welcome recommendations
from all our supporters, especially if you can also make
site visits.
We are very grateful for your financial support, and we
rely on its continuation in order to forge ahead. But we
also continue to have a critical need for your active
participation. The new team is enthusiastic but small,
and to ensure a smooth operation, a larger corps of
active volunteers to help make policy decisions, initiate
and review projects, make site visits, and perform
routine tasks is essential. Please join us as we carry out
PPI’s mission!

--PPI Team

These happy faces were captured on camera by Vandana Datye
during a visit to NGO partner GRAVIS in Rajasthan.
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Current Projects

# 1. With experience gained in Rajasthan (above),
GRAVIS is bringing agricultural improvements to
drought-prone Bundelkhand.
1) Agricultural Improvements in Bundelkhand
Gramin Vigyan Vikas Samiti (GRAVIS); Jodhpur,
Rajasthan
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
September 2017 –September 2020
Budget: Total, Rs.1,795,000; 2017, Rs.615,000
This new multi-faceted 3-year project builds on the
foundation established by a recently completed project
(#17) to improve agricultural practices and community
development in 5 villages in the drought-prone
Bundelkhand region of Uttar Pradesh. With the
participation of the Village Development Committees
and Self-help Groups, GRAVIS will work to establish agrihorticulture units where mixed cropping is practiced,
develop kitchen gardens, introduce contour bunding
and fencing of fields, renovate farm ponds, construct
ground water recharging pits, and develop seed and
fodder banks and village-level livestock breeding
centers. In addition, they will conduct education and
training sessions on nutrition, composting methods,
water quality and health issues, and preparation of biosand water filters.

#2. Training in tailoring brings potential income to these
women of AGYVS.
2) Vocational Training for Poor Women
Akhil Gramin Yuva Vikas Samiti (AGYVS); Muzaffarpur,
Bihar
Contact: Mr. Subodh Kumar Pandey
December 2016—December 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.543,700; 2016, Rs.310,100

#3. Aakansha’s women trainees learn beauty skills,
tailoring and other vocational skills.
3) Vocational Training for Poor Women
Aakansha Seva Sadan (ASS); Muzaffarpur, Bihar
Contact: Ms. Bandana Sharma
January 2014 – March 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.740,150; 2017, Rs.189,900
The main objective of these projects is to train poor
women in certain marketable skills and to help them
find jobs or establish their own business. AGYVS is
training 180 women in ready-to-wear garment making,
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lac bangle making, and beautician skills (4 groups of 15
women in each skill, over 2 years). Training has now
been completed for the first groups and is under way
for the next ones. In addition, AGYVS is producing a
series of street plays and distributing pamphlets to
promote community awareness on women’s issues.
ASS’s project has provided 6-month training programs
in embroidery, tailoring, and beautician work to 270
poor women and adolescent girls (2 groups of 15
women per year for each skill) in the period 2014-17.
As the tailoring and beautician programs were
particularly successful and demand remains high, we
have extended them for a year to train 30 additional
women in these skills. The first 6-month programs have
now been completed.

#4. IRDRP class for quarry children.

#5. Produce generated by Kheria tribals through
multicrop vegetable farming.
5) Sustainable Agriculture for Kheria Sabars
Moyrabandh Gram Bikash Kendra (MGBK); Bankura,
West Bengal
Contact: Mr. Uday Narayan De
May 2015 – May 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.530,000; 2017, Rs.143,000
This is our third project with MGBK to assist the Kheria
Sabar tribal people of Purulia district in various ways.
This one focuses on training in improved agricultural
practices such as nursery raising and vermi-composting.
This year MGBK has trained 300 tribal women in multicropping, and they are now successfully growing
vegetables, ginger, yams, and legumes on the same
plots of land. They also held a workshop where expert
resource persons discussed issues related to climate
change with the farmers.

4) Education of Stone Quarry Children
Institute of Research and Development for the Rural
Poor (IRDRP); Chennai, Tamil Nadu
Contact: Dr. Irudayasamy
April 2015 – April 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.1,261,250; 2017, Rs.386,250
This is a continuation and expansion of our previous
project (2012-2014) to support the education of the
children of quarry workers. They have organized 3
school enrollment camps, provided educational
supportive materials to over 150 children, maintained
educational centers to help the students outside of
regular school hours, and provided supplementary
education to students at risk of dropping out. They
have organized several educational centers in new
locations, while the operation of some old ones has
been transferred to program alumni. PPI is currently
supporting 5 of these centers with a total enrollment of
about 150 students.

#5. Tribal leaders attend a workshop on climate change
and how it affects their crops.
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Bio-Sand Water Filters bring
cleaner water, better health
6) Bio-sand Water Filters
Social Awareness Through Human Involvement (SATHI);
Sirmour, Himachal Pradesh
Contact: Dr. Anil Kumar
August 2015 – August 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.653,600; 2017, Rs.216,550

8) Bio-sand Water Filters
Pragathi; Mysore, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. B. Sharanappa
October 2015 – February 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.1,312,350; 2017, Rs.552,450

# 8. Bio-sand Water Filter encasements are being
distributed here.

#6. PPI support brings the benefits of bio-sand filters to
families in Himachal Pradesh.

9) Bio-sand Water Filters
GRAVIS; Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
February 2016 –February 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.1,130,000; 2017, Rs.565,000.

7) Bio-sand Water Filters
Aakansha Seva Sadan (ASS); Muzaffarpur, Bihar
Contact: Ms. Bandana Sharma
October 2015 – October 2018
Budget: Total: Rs.658,850; 2017, Rs.204,550

#9. GRAVIS has installed a bio-sand filter on top of a
tanka (a covered water storage tank) in this desert
community to purify water right at the source.

#8. Children’s health improves with filtered water
supplied by Pragathi’s project.

Our work to promote the use of bio-sand water filters
to provide safe, clean drinking water to rural
communities continues with these four projects. The
first two are outgrowths of the multi-NGO project we
funded in 2014, and the others continue our long
association with Pragathi and GRAVIS. All of them
comprise awareness and training programs,
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manufacture and distribution of filters, and follow-up
work.
To date, SATHI has now distributed 120 filters in 12
villages and has conducted regular follow-up visits to
ensure that they are being used successfully. They are
now asking beneficiaries to pay 20% of the cost of the
filters to give them a sense of ownership.
This year, ASS has distributed 61 filters, organized 4
awareness and motivation camps, and conducted 3
demonstration workshops.
The aim of Pragathi’s project is to establish the use of
bio-sand filters in 3 remote tribal villages in southern
Karnataka. In this final phase they have installed 141
filters in homes and schools in Kanenpura colony.
GRAVIS has constructed and installed 171 filters in
several villages in the Thar Desert region, with 29 more
expected by the end of the project. They have
conducted 8 training programs on the use of the filters
and 7 workshops on water management and waterborne diseases.

10) Measuring the Impact of Bio-sand Filters
GRAVIS; Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
March 2016 –March 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.299,000; 2017, Rs.149,500.
In connection with Project #9 and its predecessor, we
are funding a detailed study by GRAVIS to measure the
impact of bio-sand filters. 200 households have been
surveyed, using a questionnaire composed by GRAVIS
with our help, and monthly health assessments of the
participating families have been conducted. The results
are being written up in a document to be distributed to
NGOs, government agencies, and local administrators. It
should be available by the end of this year, and a
“dissemination event” will be held to present the results
to a diverse set of interested parties. GRAVIS has also
conducted two training sessions on bio-sand filters for
representatives from other NGOs.

#10. GRAVIS researcher talks to villagers about impact
of using bio-sand filters.

#9. Thanks to your support, bio-sand users
report better health.

#6-#10. Polluted water made clean!
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Tree-planting and Sustainable
Farming Thriving

Tree planting projects began in Karnataka with 100
school children planting 100 trees. Now the idea has
spread near and far. See #11- #13 and #15.
11) Tree Plantations and Environmental Education
Aakansha Seva Sadan (ASS); Muzaffarpur, Bihar
Contact: Ms. Bandana Sharma
September 2015 – September 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.490,480; 2017, Rs.123,100

#12. This mango sapling is doing well in the care of this
farmer family.
12) Community Tree Plantations
Dr. M.L. Dhawale Memorial Homeopathic Institute
(MLDMHI); Thane, Maharashtra
Contact: Ms. Ujjwala Pendse
September 2015 – September 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.829,690; 2017, Rs.289,130

#13. After planting trees, schoolchildren continue to
care for them.
13) Tree Plantation Maintenance
Chinthana Foundation; Ajjampura, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. G. Channappa
September 2015 – September 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.317,700; 2017, Rs.86,500
Our longtime support of tree-plantation projects
continues with these three projects as well as
completed project #15. In the past year of Project #11,
about 200 students at 3 schools have participated in
ASS’s educational activities relating to horticulture and
environmental issues, and 114 students have assisted in
planting and maintaining 63 teak, neem, mango, and
arjun trees. MLDMHI’s Project #12 is taking tree
plantations as a community project involving farmers
and women in several villages, and they have expanded
their target group to children in 2 schools. Over 1800
trees – mostly fruit trees, and some medicinal plants –
were planted in the past year, with a 97% survival rate
so far. In Project #13 we are funding additional
maintenance of trees planted in 3 earlier projects to
alleviate difficulties caused by drought conditions:
pruning, weeding, mulching, upkeep of fences, and
watering.
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Completed Projects

#14. Turmeric roots are sorted for sale.
14) Sustainable Farming for Tribal Farmers
Dr. M.L. Dhawale Memorial Homeopathic Institute
(MLDMHI); Thane, Maharashtra
Contact: Ms. Ujjwala Pendse
October 2016 – October 2018
Budget: Total, Rs.1,030,000; 2017, Rs.511,500
MLDMHI is applying the knowledge and experience they
gained in a previous project to work with a new group
of tribal farmers, about 30 so far. They have provided
the farmers with some basic farm implements, organic
fertilizers, and seeds and saplings to get started, and
they have conducted workshops and exposure visits for
them on organic methods and multi-crop agriculture.
The farmers were quite successful in raising vegetables
and selling them profitably this spring, and MLDMHI has
been initiating agreements with several new marketing
partners.

#15. Chinthana Foundation plants another tree at a
school.
15) Environmental Education and Tree Plantings
Chinthana Foundation; Ajjampura, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. G. Channappa
June 2014 – June 2017
Budget: Rs.336,000
In this project, children at 3 schools participated in
awareness programs and exposure visits to forests, then
assisted in the planting of 770 trees on school land.
They have been actively involved in maintaining the
tree plantations, which are now well established, as
well as kitchen gardens at each school that provide
vegetables for midday meals. Water management has
been enhanced by the construction of 75 percolation
pits around the schools.
In connection with this project and several preceding
ones, last year PPI funded Chinthana’s production of a
documentary film on school tree plantations. It can be
viewed on YouTube, in three parts:
Part 1:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4GQtSLWzIY
Part 2:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zeIHeBMlFJk
Part 3: https://youtu.be/9DK-HJxIneU

# 14. Tribal farmers use new methods to improve rice
yields.
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This project initiated a long-term effort by GRAVIS to
apply its expertise in improving agricultural productivity
to a drought-prone area of southwestern Uttar Pradesh,
focusing on 5 villages in the Mahoba district. First,
GRAVIS organized village development committees
(VDCs) to take responsibility for planning and executing
projects, connecting with government agencies, and
building awareness on various issues. Then, 20 people
selected by the VDCs were trained to establish and
maintain kitchen gardens. GRAVIS also provided highquality crop seeds to 100 framers, with help on
preparing their fields properly, resulting in greatly
improved production. Finally, 10 education sessions on
nutrition, hygiene, and water quality were conducted.
This work is now continuing as our Project #1.
#16. A community mobilization class in Raipur.
16) Livelihood Development Centre in Raipur
Kherwadi Social Welfare Association (KSWA); Mumbai
Contact: Ms. Mrinalini Kher
July 2014 – July 2017
Budget: Rs.660,000
In this project, PPI supported KSWA’s Yuva Parivartan
program, which operates livelihood development
centers for unemployed youth in many parts of India. In
2016-17, we funded the training of 44 young women in
beautician and nursing skills at KSWA’s Raipur center.

#18. This balwadi received bridge funding from PPI.
18) Bridge Funding for Balwadis
Vanasthali Rural Development Centre (VRDC); Pune,
Maharashtra
Contact: Ms. Sushama Sathaye
August 2016 – August 2017
Budget: Rs.520,000

#17. Water purification instruction was part of ten
classes conducted by GRAVIS in Bundelkhand.
17) Agricultural Improvements in Bundelkhand
GRAVIS; Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
May 2016 –May 2017
Budget: Rs.518,000

VRDC, which focuses on early childhood development
and related teacher training, is running 20 balwadis
(pre-schools) for 500 rural children aged 3-6. The
funding they had been receiving ran out last year, so on
the recommendation of one of our members, we
agreed to support the balwadis for a year while VRDC
looked for other sources of funds. We will continue to
channel funds to them through a special project (#19).
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Special Projects
Every year, special projects are funded from
contributions raised by individuals. They must meet
PPI's overall goals and requirements for selecting and
funding projects. No PPI general funds are expended on
them. We are happy to support such worthwhile
schemes, and the aim is to motivate and facilitate
individuals to raise funds on their own to help worthy
projects in India.

successful preschool programs, held educational
summer camps for children, and advised women’s
income generation groups. This year we sent $2300 to
Belaku Trust collected from individual contributions.

#20. A budding artist in a preschool developed by
Belaku Trust.

21) Residence for Medical Staff
Dr. M. L. Dhawale Trust (MLDT); Thane, Maharashtra
Contact: Ms. Ujjwala Pendse
#19. Bridge funding for this balwadi is being continued
for a 2nd year as a special project.
19) Funding for Balwadis
Vanasthali Rural Development Centre (VRDC); Pune,
Maharashtra
Contact: Ms. Sushama Sathaye

A special donation of Rs.625,000 received last year is
now helping to fund the construction of a facility at
MLDT’s community health center in a tribal area near
Mumbai. It will contain two flats for resident doctors,
rooms for visiting doctors, and a multi-purpose hall.

VRDC is still short of long-term funding for their
balwadis (see Project #18), but two of our members are
providing funds amounting to $3000 to help them
continue their work for the coming year.
20) Children’s & Women's Health, Education and
Training
Belaku Trust; Bengaluru, Karnataka
Contact: Dr. Saras Ganapathy
Belaku Trust works to improve women’s health,
women’s economic empowerment, and children’s
health and education in Karnataka. Among other recent
activities, they have trained women of 10 villages to run

#21. Nearing completion, one of the upper rooms for
doctors’ quarters was funded by a special PPI grant.
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Site Visits to PPI Projects

Annual PPI Fundraiser

Site visits are integral to PPI’s involvement with our
partner NGOs in India. They help us to check on the
progress of existing projects and develop new ones, to
understand local conditions and problems better, and
to establish person-to-person contact with project
coordinators. PPI invites members, including new
volunteers, to visit our sites during their trips to India.

The 2017 Annual Fundraiser, held on October 7, went
well. We introduced the new team of officers and
reviewed PPI’s recent work, then enjoyed a fine vocal
performance by our young friends Omkar Agashe and
Sanika Joshi, accompanied by Abhay Joshi and
Shailendra Upadhye. $8005 was received at the event,
with $10,700 more expected from pledges and
matching funds; expenses totaled $1268.

In the past year, Vandana Datye has visited the M.L.
Dhawale Memorial Trust’s tree plantation and
sustainable agriculture projects (Projects #12 and #14),
and Sudha Vaghul has visited the Institute of Research
and Development for the Rural Poor’s project to help
children of stone quarry workers (Project #4).
Vandana also visited the predecessor of Project #14,
completed last year. She reports: “One of the farmers
said that in the past they grew only rice, and after rice
was harvested they worked in gravel pits or brick kilns
or migrated to urban areas in search of work. Now they
are able to support their families through farm income.
They grow rice for self-consumption and vegetables
nearly year-round for income. It was heartening to hear
that PPI has been able to make a substantial
improvement in the lives of these Adivasi farmers.”

The 2018 Annual Fundraiser will be a celebration of
PPI’s 40 years of work in India. It will be held on
Sunday, April 29, 2018. Save the date!

Treasurer's Report
These budget figures, as of November 16, 2017, are
approximate. A precise and detailed financial report for
2017 will be available in early 2018.
2017 Income: $230 in membership dues, $47,387 in
general contributions, $17,436 (net) from the annual
fundraiser, $37 in interest. Special contributions: $2300
for Belaku Trust, $3000 for VRDC. 2017 Expenditures:
$61,537 to PPI projects (not including special
contributions), $1782 in operating expenses (mainly
printing, copying, postage, insurance, etc.) All the
special contributions were sent as collected (minus wire
charges).

PPI Office Bearers
Sarmila Basu, Chairperson
Sudha Vaghul, Vice Chairperson
Lavaleen Kumar Jha, Treasurer
Mohan Vaghul, Secretary
Vijay Srirangam, Webmaster
AGYVS organizer at a Bihari village, photographed by PPI
member Robert af Sandeberg in 2016.
.
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Year 2018 Membership & Pledge/Contribution Form
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________City________________ State_________ Zip___________
E-mail: __________________________________________ Phone: (

) ______________________

Membership: $ _____ ($25/Family, $15 Single/Year);
Contribution: $50 _____ $100_____ $250_____ $500______ Other $_______
Enclosed is a check for: $ _______ (If your employer matches your gift, please provide the name_______________)
{IRS Code 501(c) (3) Tax Exempt, ID No. 91-1057315}
Please make your checks payable to "People for Progress in India" and mail it with this form to:
People for Progress in India (PPI), P.O. Box 51231, Seattle, WA 98115-1231
Monthly minutes and quarterly reports are sent by e-mail only. Please give us your e-mail address. It will help us send receipts by
e-mail and save postage. PPI will not provide the e-mail list to any other organization. Annual reports are sent by postal mail.

Celebrating 40 Years
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PPI's Vision
We envision an India without extreme poverty,
where people can live healthy self-reliant lives in a clean environment,
and where their essential needs are met through sustainable economic activity.

PPI's Mission
To bring positive socio-economic change to the underprivileged, marginalized, and exploited
sectors of India by promoting self-reliance and providing seed-money for development projects.

PPI's Goals
To fund programs which have the potential to become self-sustaining and make people self-reliant,
and to encourage new ideas involving people’s participation
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