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Dear Friends,
As we look past 40 years of PPI, with a new younger
management team in place, we are now ever more
resolved to continue to work to improve the lives of the
underprivileged, marginalized and exploited people of
India through a focus on funding programs that have the
potential to become self-sustaining, increase people’s
self-reliance, and make the environment a healthy place
to live in. In the coming years, we want to gradually
grow to expand our NGO base, attract new donors, and
expand our volunteer base so that your donations impact
more lives in a meaningful way. So, reach out to us and
together we can make a difference.

We are truly grateful for your continued financial support.
We have also been humbled by your support and
encouragement as we transitioned to a new
management. While we are just a drop in the bucket, we
believe that every drop counts, and together we can
make a bigger impact in the lives of people with whom
we share a common bond.
We wish you the very best for the holiday season and a
happy new year!

Sincerely,

PPI Volunteer Team

We are extremely thankful to all of you for making our
40th year celebration a great success. It allowed us to
look back in time and appreciate the hard work done by
our founders with your constant support. We will be
hosting our next annual event on April 28th, 2019 at
the Mercer Island Community and Events Center
(MICC) from 3pm to 6pm. We look forward to seeing
you then.
In 2018, we started a total of 11 new projects within our
trusted NGO base that span across different parts of
India. The projects range from expanding the reach of
bio-sand water filters to providing seed funding for
manufacture of low-cost biodegradable sanitary napkins.
We are truly excited about all our new projects and the
positive impact they will have on the lives of the people.
In addition, a number of projects funded earlier have
reached a successful completion. Our volunteers visited
several project sites, and these visits allow us to keep in
touch with the NGOs and help us monitor and learn
more about the projects we are funding. You can read
about these in the following pages. We also have a
brand-new website that makes it easier for you to follow
our progress. You can access it at https://ppi-usa.org/.

Bio-sand water filters yield pure drinking water from
dirty water (Projects #3, 4, 16, 17, 18, and 19).

PPI continues to be an all-volunteer organization with no
paid staff. Consequently, we are continually looking for
more active volunteers to help us review projects, make
policy decisions and make site visits. Please share with
your family and friends and have them reach out to us if
they are interested in volunteering.
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Current Projects
1) Agricultural Improvements in Bundelkhand
GRAVIS (Gramin Vikas Vidya Samiti); Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
September 2017 –September 2020
Budget: Total, Rs.17,95,000; 2018, Rs.6,03,000
This is a multi-faceted 3-year project to improve
agricultural practices and community development in 5
villages in the drought-prone Bundelkhand region of
Uttar Pradesh. In its first year it has accomplished
quite a bit. A farm pond has been dug for one village,
and khadins (earthen dikes) have been built around
crop fields in two others; this will result in greatly
increased crop production. Three farmers have built
compost pits to produce fertilizer, and fruit trees have
been planted in a plot of unused land to be managed by
five families. On the organizational side, village
development committees and self-help groups have
been established; they will receive training and advice
on sustainable development, linkages to government
programs, and financial management.

#1: Farm pond dug to improve crop production in
Bundelkhand

#1: Villager with newly planted fruit tree saplings

2) Mitigating Droughts Through Community
Empowerment
GRAVIS; Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
April 2018 – April 2021
Budget: Total, Rs.12,66,840; 2018, Rs.4,25,960
In this project GRAVIS will work to improve conditions in
three remote villages in the Badmer district of the Thar
desert. A Village Development Committee has been
established in each village to manage various issues,
including improvement of practices in water
management and crop production, resolution of
disputes, and coordination with government agencies.
Training and supervision of the committees will
continue throughout the project. Villagers are receiving
training on sustainable climate-resilient farming and
bio-sand filter usage, and taankas are being built to
harvest rainwater. Moreover, seed banks will be
established to ensure the availability of crop varieties
that are well adapted to the arid environment.

#2: Taanka (underground water storage tank) under
construction

#2: Formation of village development committee
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3) Bio-sand Water Filters
Pragathi; Mysore, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. B. Sharanappa
April 2018 – April 2021
Budget: Total, Rs.17,67,900; 2018, Rs.5,67,450
4) Bio-sand Water Filters
Social Awareness Through Human Involvement (SATHI);
Sirmour, Himachal Pradesh
Contact: Dr. Anil Kumar
October 2018 – October 2021
Budget: Total, Rs.6,53,600; 2017, Rs.2,16,550
For several years we have been supporting the
manufacture and deployment of bio-sand water filters
to provide safe, clean drinking water (see Projects #1618). Projects #3 and #4 will extend the achievements of
recently completed ones to a new set of villages.
Pragathi will distribute a total of 455 filters to tribal
people in 3 villages in Rajiv Gandhi National Park in
southern Karnataka; the work has already been
completed for one village. SATHI will distribute a total
of 180 filters to households in 16 villages in the Morni
Hills area of Haryana. Both projects include training and
awareness raising programs to teach villagers about
health issues and the proper use and maintenance of
the filters, as well as follow-up visits.

5) Tribal Children’s Education and Safe Drinking Water
Moyrabandh Gram Bikash Kendra (MGBK); Bankura,
West Bengal
Contact: Mr. Uday Narayan De
March 2018 – March 2021
Budget: Total, Rs.5,48,000; 2018, Rs.2,44,000
This two-part project continues our support of MGBK’s
work with the Kheria Sabar tribal people. The first part
will provide coaching and educational materials to
teenage girls to help them complete their secondary
education; 28 girls have now begun receiving this
service. The second part will improve the drinking
water supply by repairing a defunct tube well and
installing a new one.

#5: Education of tribal children in West Bengal

#6: Coconut tree planting at Garagadahalli School
#3: Bio-sand filter purifying drinking water in a tribal
village in Karnataka

6) Eco-Friendly Schools and Environmental Education
Chinthana Foundation; Ajjampura, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. G. Channappa
September 2018 – September 2021
Budget: Total, Rs.10,91,505; 2018, Rs.4,60,645
We have supported several projects of Chinthana
Foundation and others (most recently Projects #20-22)
involving plantation of trees for food production and
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ecological improvement, along with development of
environmental awareness. In this project, useful
species of trees will be planted on the grounds of 7
schools in the Ajjampura area. The children and
teachers will be active participants in preparing the
ground, planting the saplings, and caring for them as
they grow, with help from Chinthana’s knowledgeable
resource persons.
7) Multipurpose Training Center
Chinthana Foundation; Ajjampura, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. G. Channappa
October 2018 – October 2019
Budget: Rs.7,79,973
PPI has supported Chinthana Foundation’s work in
environmental education and tree planting for several
years. Seeing the excellent results of their efforts, the
local Gram Panchayat donated a large piece of land in
Ajjampura for their use. They asked for our support to
build a multipurpose center where activities will take
place including educational support for poor children,
skill training programs, construction of bio-sand water
filters, and awareness programs on health and
environmental issues. It will also be a resource center
for information on government programs and other
topics of public interest. Individual members of PPI
contributed US$6500 (a little over half of the total
request) for this purpose, and we are providing the
remainder from PPI’s general fund.
8) Educational Services for Quarry Workers’ Children
Institute of Research and Development for the Rural
Poor (IRDRP); Chennai, Tamil Nadu
Contact: Dr. Irudayasamy
October 2018 – October 2021
Budget: Total, Rs.12,48,750; 2018, Rs.4,16,250
For several years, IRDRP has been working with PPI’s
support to promote the education of children of stone
quarry workers in the Chennai area (see Project #14).
This new project will extend the work to 3 additional
villages. The objectives include mainstreaming children
of ages 6-14 into regular schools, maintaining facilities
for supplementary education and classes outside of
normal school hours, and providing additional
educational support and vocational training to children
of ages 14-18. The project will also include workshops
for school teachers, family counseling, and a program
for slow learners.

9) Sanitary Napkins and Reproductive Health
Institute of Research and Development for the Rural
Poor (IRDRP); Chennai, Tamil Nadu
Contact: Dr. Irudayasamy
October 2018 – October 2019
Budget: Rs.7,50,000
The principal goal of this project is improvement of
reproductive and sexual health among adolescent girls
in Kanchipuram district, through two related activities.
First, facilities will be set up to manufacture and market
low-cost biodegradable sanitary napkins; this will also
provide employment for some needy women. Second,
programs will be conducted to educate girls and their
mothers on menstrual hygiene and related health
issues. The participation of women’s self-help groups
and other NGOs will be enlisted to help spread the use
of the napkins and the practice of healthy behavior.
10) Animal Husbandry and Vocational Training
Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha, Baikunthapur, West Bengal
Contact: Susanta Giri
October 2018 – October 2019
Budget: Rs.4,95,000
This project aims to improve the livelihoods of two
underprivileged groups in villages in the Ganges delta.
First, 100 widows will receive training in goat and
poultry raising and some animals to start with. They
will also receive support in growing fodder crops on
rented land. Second, 50 unemployed rural youths will
receive training in 2-wheeler repairing or in carpentry
and woodcrafts.
11) Relocation of Retail Shop
Childright, Bhubaneswar, Odisha
Contact: Tapan Padhi
January – June 2018
Budget: Rs.1,20,000
A few years ago, PPI funded the establishment of a
small retail shop on leased premises in Bhubaneswar as
an outlet for foods and other items produced by tribal
people with whom Childright is working. Last
December, the lease was terminated, so we provided
funds to assist in moving the shop to a new location in
another nearby town.

4

Completed Projects
12) Vocational Training for Poor Women
Akhil Gramin Yuva Vikas Samiti (AGYVS); Muzaffarpur,
Bihar
Contact: Mr. Subodh Kumar Pandey
December 2016—December 2018
Budget: Rs.5,43,700

train 30 additional women in these skills. The
beneficiaries are now largely self-employed in their
chosen occupations.

13) Vocational Training for Poor Women
Aakansha Seva Sadan (ASS); Muzaffarpur, Bihar
Contact: Ms. Bandana Sharma
January 2014 – March 2018
Budget: Rs.7,40,150
The main objective of these projects is to train poor
women in certain marketable skills and to help them
find jobs or establish their own business.
AGYVS has trained 180 women in ready-to-wear
garment making, lac bangle making, and beautician
skills (4 groups of 15 women in each skill, over 2 years).
Some of them are earning a good income in shops, and
AGYVS has worked with banks to provide financial
support for others to start their own business. In
addition, AGYVS has also produced a series of street
plays and distributed pamphlets to promote community
awareness on women’s issues.

#13: Tailoring and embroidery training by ASS

#14: Computer classes for children of stone quarry
workers near Chennai
14) Education of Stone Quarry Children
Institute of Research and Development for the Rural
Poor (IRDRP); Chennai, Tamil Nadu
Contact: Dr. Irudayasamy
April 2015 – April 2018
Budget: Rs.12,61,250

#12: Beautician training by AGYVS
ASS’s project provided 6-month training
programs in embroidery, tailoring, and beautician work
to 270 poor women and adolescent girls (2 groups of 15
women per year for each skill) in the period 2014-17.
As the tailoring and beautician programs were
particularly successful, we extended them for a year to

This project supported and enhanced the education of
the children of quarry workers. IRDRP promoted and
facilitated the enrollment of children in regular schools
as well as providing some instructional facilities of their
own. They provided educational support materials
(bags, notebooks, pencils, etc.), maintained educational
centers to help the students outside of regular school
hours, and provided supplementary education to
students at risk of dropping out. They conducted
classes in computer use and programs in life skills and
gender awareness for older children and skill training
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programs for parents. In addition, they organized a
Children’s Parliament where children elected some of
their peers as “state ministers,” who then led activities
related to their positions. In all, several hundred
children in 5 villages have benefited from these
programs.
15) Sustainable Agriculture for Kheria Sabars
Moyrabandh Gram Bikash Kendra (MGBK); Bankura,
West Bengal
Contact: Mr. Uday Narayan De
May 2015 – May 2018
Budget: Rs.5,30,000
This is our third project with MGBK to assist the Kheria
Sabar tribal people of Purulia district in various ways.
This one focuses on training 300 tribal women in
improved agricultural practices and development of
degraded lands. Under MGBK’s guidance, the tribal
people have worked on 240 plots of land to increase soil
conservation, rainwater retention, and fertility, and
they have been trained in multi-cropping techniques
and organic farming methods. As a result, vegetables,
yams, legumes, and ginger are now being grown
successfully on these lands. MGBK also held workshops
on the impacts of climate change.

18) Bio-sand Water Filters
GRAVIS; Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
February 2016 –February 2018
Budget: Rs.11,30,000
Our work to promote the use of bio-sand water filters
to provide safe, clean drinking water to rural
communities has continued with these three projects.
The first two are outgrowths of the multi-NGO project
we funded in 2014, and the other one joins our long list
of projects with GRAVIS. All of them comprise
awareness and training programs, manufacture and
distribution of filters, and follow-up work.
ASS has distributed 150 filters in villages near
Muzaffarpur. The support activities included awareness
and motivation camps to encourage the use of the
filters and demonstration workshops on the operation
and maintenance of filters.

#16: Bio-sand filter distribution in Bihar

#15: Multi-crop plantings in West Bengal
16) Bio-sand Water Filters
Aakansha Seva Sadan (ASS); Muzaffarpur, Bihar
Contact: Ms. Bandana Sharma
October 2015 – October 2018
Budget: Rs.6,58,850
17) Bio-sand Water Filters
Social Awareness Through Human Involvement (SATHI);
Sirmour, Himachal Pradesh
Contact: Dr. Anil Kumar
August 2015 – August 2018
Budget: Rs.6,53,600

#17: Bio-sand filter training in Himachal Pradesh
SATHI has now distributed 160 filters in 12
villages, asking beneficiaries to pay 20% of the cost of
the filters to give them a sense of ownership, and has
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conducted regular follow-up visits to ensure that they
are being used successfully. They report that about
94% of the filters are being used regularly, with a
resulting reduction in water-borne diseases of over
65%.
GRAVIS has constructed and installed 200 filters in 10
villages in the Thar Desert region. They have conducted
training programs on the use of the filters and
workshops on water management and water-borne
diseases in each village. They report that the filters
have been particularly well received by women and
girls, and that other individuals and organizations are
now interested in expanding their use.

“Measuring the health impact of bio-sand filters and
dissemination of technology,” which is being distributed
to NGOs, government agencies, and local
administrators. (It is also accessible through our web
site.) GRAVIS presented the results at a public event in
January, and they held two 2-day training workshops for
the staff of 20 other NGOs to promote the spread of
filter usage.

#19: Documentation of reduction in water-borne
Illnesses due to usage of bio-sand water Filters.
19) Measuring the Health Impact of Bio-sand Filters
GRAVIS; Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
March 2016 –March 2018
Budget: Rs.2,99,000
In connection with Project #18 and its predecessor, we
funded a detailed study by GRAVIS to measure the
impact of bio-sand filters. 200 households in 10 villages
in western Rajasthan were surveyed, using a
questionnaire composed by GRAVIS with our help: once
when the filters were installed, and again a year later.
Additional information was obtained from focus groups
discussions in each village, and monthly health
assessments of the participating families were
conducted. Among the principal findings: the filters are
over 90% effective in removing coliform bacteria from
the water; their owners almost all find them easy to use
and maintain and are pleased with the quality of the
filtered water; and there has been a reduction of waterborne diseases of around 65% among filter users. The
detailed results, along with extensive background
information, have been written up in the document

#20: Tree plantation at school near Muzaffarpur, Bihar
20) Tree Plantations and Environmental Education
Aakansha Seva Sadan (ASS); Muzaffarpur, Bihar
Contact: Ms. Bandana Sharma
September 2015 – September 2018
Budget: Rs.4,90,480
21) Community Tree Plantations
Dr. M.L. Dhawale Memorial Homeopathic Institute
(MLDMHI); Thane, Maharashtra
Contact: Ms. Ujjwala Pendse
September 2015 – September 2018
Budget: Rs.8,29,690
22) Tree Plantation Maintenance
Chinthana Foundation; Ajjampura, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. G. Channappa
September 2015 – September 2018
Budget: Rs.3,17,700
Our longtime support of tree-plantation projects
continued with Projects #20-#22. In Project #20, several
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hundred children in 3 schools participated in planting,
and then nurturing, over 800 trees (fruit, shade, and
flower). In each year several groups of these children
received further instruction on environmental issues
through training programs, exposure programs, and
quiz and essay competitions. Project #21 took tree
plantations as a community project involving farmers
and women in several villages. Over 3400 trees –
mostly fruit trees, plus some medicinal plants – were
planted over the course of the project. About 80% of
the trees planted in the first year and 96% of the those
planted in the second and third years have survived to
the present. In Project #22 we funded additional
maintenance of trees planted around schools in three
earlier projects to alleviate difficulties caused by
drought conditions. The activities included pruning,
weeding, mulching, watering, upkeep of fences, and
application of silt from tanks. The trees are now
providing a good harvest of various fruits as well as a
healthier ecosystem and increased shade on school
grounds.

#20: Environmental education class in Bihar

#22: Trees planted on barren land a few years ago at
Gadihalli School in Karnataka
23) Sustainable Farming for Tribal Farmers
Dr. M.L. Dhawale Memorial Homeopathic Institute
(MLDMHI); Thane, Maharashtra
Contact: Ms. Ujjwala Pendse
October 2016 – October 2018
Budget: Rs.10,30,000
The goal of this project has been to promote methods
of small-plot farming that are both sustainable and
economically viable, focusing on organic fruit and
vegetable production. MLDMHI initially enrolled 32
farmers from 3 villages; 19 of these are still active in the
project and 6 others have been added. Supporting
activities have included exposure visits to working farms
and workshops on improved methods. Crop production
has done well, with sales this year doubling those of last
year. However, establishing stable marketing
arrangements and increasing the commitment of the
farmers to the new methods remain areas where more
progress is still needed.

#21: Farmer in Maharashtra with mango tree planted in
2016
#23: Healthy growth of paddy fields
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and promotion of social harmony. This year it received
authorization to receive foreign funds. On being
informed of this, a group of PPI members with
connections to GRAVIS pooled their individual
donations to send $1350 to the Trust through PPI.

#25: Children at play in a balwadi
25) Women and Children's Health, Education and
Training
Belaku Trust, Bengaluru, Karnataka
Contact: Dr. Saras Ganapathy
#23: Snake gourd cultivation in Maharashtra

Special Projects
Every year, special projects are funded from
contributions raised by individuals. They must meet
PPI's overall goals and requirements for selecting and
funding projects. No PPI general funds are expended on
them. We are happy to support such worthwhile
schemes, and the aim is to motivate and facilitate
individuals to raise funds on their own to help worthy
projects in India. This year we funded two such special
projects; Project #7 was also partially funded by
dedicated contributions.
24) L.C. Tyagi Memorial Trust
GRAVIS; Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
The L. C. Tyagi Memorial Trust was founded in 2007 to
honor the memory of GRAVIS’s founder by supporting
his goals. It has focused on education of rural youth
and training young activists in community development

Belaku Trust works to improve women’s health and
economic empowerment and children’s health and
education in villages near Kanakapura, Karnataka.
Among their significant activities this year:
(1) A “Health Day” event in 9 villages to spread
information on nutritional issues. (2) Summer camps
for children and adolescents that combine recreation
with education on practical issues of daily living. (3)
Formation of a youth group (about 30 youths of ages
14-22) to promote community service and leadership
development. This year we sent $1050 to Belaku Trust
collected from individual dedicated contributions.

Emergency Funding
PPI occasionally sends funds to our partner NGOs to
provide relief to beneficiaries of our projects when they
are impacted by natural disasters or other emergencies.
This year we sent $3000 from the general fund plus
$550 in individual donations to Pragathi (Mysore) to
assist the recovery from severe flooding in southwest
Karnataka resulting from heavy rains in Kerala, which
devastated some tribal villages. Pragathi has
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distributed kits containing basic necessities and food to
people left destitute by the floods.

Annual PPI Fundraiser
The 2018 Annual Fundraiser on April 29 was a
celebration of PPI’s 40 years of work in India. Those
attending enjoyed a retrospective account of PPI’s
achievements, followed by a beautiful vocal recital by
Srivani Jade. The event raised $25,701, including
pledged donations and matching funds received later;
its expenses amounted to $1109.
The 2019 Annual Fundraiser will be held on
April 28, 2019. Please save the date!
Food and clothing distribution to flood-affected tribal
villagers in Karnataka

Treasurer's Report
Site Visits to PPI Projects
Site visits are integral to PPI’s involvement with our
partner NGOs in India. They help us to check on the
progress of existing projects and develop new ones, to
understand local conditions and problems better, and
to establish person-to-person contact with project
coordinators. PPI invites members, including new
volunteers, to visit our sites during their trips to India.
In the past year:
Vandana Datye visited MLDMHI’s Projects #21
and #23.
Shantha Benegal visited Vanasthali Rural
Development Center’s programs for pre-school and
older children, which we funded last year.
Sarmila Basu visited Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha
to evaluate the proposal that is now being funded as
Project #10.
Mohan Vaghul visited IRDRP and discussed their
completed Project #14 and their proposals that are now
being funded as Projects #8 and #9.
Arun Trikha visited SATHI’s completed bio-sand
filter project #17. Arun reports that “all the villagers
were very enthusiastic about the quality of the water
provided by the [filters] and the resulting improvement
in their families’ health.”

These budget figures, as of November 21, 2018 are
approximate. A precise and detailed financial report for
2018 will be available in early 2019.
2018 Income: $560 in membership dues, $182,234 in
general contributions including $24,592 (net) from the
annual fundraiser, and $191 in interest. Special
contributions: $1350 for L.C. Tyagi Memorial Trust,
$1050 for Belaku Trust, $6500 for Chinthana
Foundation, $550 for Pragathi (flood relief), and $100
(to be carried over to 2019) for Vanasthali.
2018 Expenditures: $72,757 to PPI projects (not
including special contributions) and $1662 in operating
expenses (printing, mailbox rental, postage, insurance,
etc.). All the special contributions were sent as
collected.

PPI Office Bearers
Chairperson: Mohan Vaghul
Vice Chairperson: Sudha Vaghul
Treasurer: Lavaleen Kumar Jha
Secretary: open position
Webmasters: Vijay Srirangam and Satish Thatte
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Year 2019 Membership & Pledge/Contribution Form
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________City________________ State_________ Zip___________
E-mail: __________________________________________ Phone: (

) ______________________

Membership: $ _____ ($25/Family, $15 Single/Year);
Contribution: $50 _____ $100_____ $250_____ $500______ Other $_______
Enclosed is a check for: $ _______ (If your employer matches your gift, please provide the name_______________)
{IRS Code 501(c) (3) Tax Exempt, ID No. 91-1057315}
Please make your checks payable to "People for Progress in India" and mail it with this form to:
People for Progress in India (PPI), P.O. Box 51231, Seattle, WA 98115-1231
Monthly minutes and quarterly reports are sent by e-mail only. Please give us your e-mail address. It will help us send receipts by
e-mail and save postage. PPI will not provide the e-mail list to any other organization. Annual reports are sent by postal mail.
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PPI's Vision
We envision an India without extreme poverty,
where people can live healthy self-reliant lives in a clean environment,
and where their essential needs are met through sustainable economic activity.

PPI's Mission
To bring positive socio-economic change to the underprivileged, marginalized, and exploited
sectors of India by promoting self-reliance and providing seed-money for development projects.

PPI's Goals
To fund programs which have the potential to become self-sustaining and make people self-reliant,
and to encourage new ideas involving people’s participation
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