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IN MEMORIAM 
 

Shashi Tyagi, who founded GRAVIS with her late husband L.C. Tyagi in 1983 and served on its 
governing board up to the present, died on November 14. Under the Tyagis' leadership, based on 

Gandhian principles, GRAVIS has grown into one of the most effective NGOs in India. PPI has 
supported many projects of GRAVIS over the last 30 years, and a number of our core group have 

known and loved Shashiji from her visits to Seattle and our visits to Jodhpur. Her passing is a great 
loss not only to her family and GRAVIS, but also to the many people that GRAVIS has served and the 
larger cause of social justice in India. We take comfort in the fact that her work is being carried on 

by the younger generation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© People for Progress in India, December 2020. 
All rights reserved. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
2020 has been a very difficult year for everybody. Our mission to help the underserved community 
in India, as COVID-19 ravages through the country, takes on a new meaning. While PPI as an 
organization is too small to help directly fight the virus, we can continue to help by funding 
initiatives that will allow the underprivileged in surviving the impact of the pandemic and create a 
sustainable path to self-sufficiency. It is a challenge and an opportunity of our lifetime! 
 
PPI is so fortunate to have a dedicated donor base in the Pacific Northwest and across the US. 
Some of you have been associated with us for over 40 years and share the passion of giving back 
to the land we came from. This has motivated us as an all-volunteer organization to work closely 
with our trusted NGOs to improve the lives of the underprivileged, marginalized, and exploited 
people of India through a focus on funding programs that have the potential to become self-
sustaining. We are extremely grateful for your continued financial support and are thankful that you 
supported our on-line fund drive this year where we raised over $55K. 
 
In 2020, we added to our trusted NGO base by starting a project with a new NGO, Banwasi Sewa 
Ashram (BSA), to mitigate very high levels of fluoride in drinking water in 2 villages in Sonbhadra, 
UP. In total, we started 5 new projects, continued the funding of 8 on-going projects in the areas of 
sustainable agriculture, clean drinking water, education and life skills and successfully completed 2 
projects. We provided disaster relief funding to 7 NGOs for assistance due to the impact of COVID-
19 in their local communities. In addition, we also helped Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha (BTS) in 
West Bengal with Cyclone Amphan related impacts. You can read about this in the following pages 
and also on our website at https://ppi-usa.org/reports/ As we continue to pursue new projects, we 
encourage you to reach out to us at ppi@ppi-usa.org to share your views and ideas.  
 
I want to extend my special thanks to our core team, and volunteers for their unrelenting support 
this year. Our deep appreciation to our youth volunteers for helping improve PPI’s social media 
presence with our upcoming Facebook live event. Our PPI website (https://ppi-usa.org) contains a 
wealth of information relating to our past and current projects and is kept up to date thanks to the 
dedication of our volunteers. We are always in need of volunteers to help us out with project 
reviews, and on-line events.  
 
We wish you the very best for the holiday season and a happy new year! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Mohan Vaghul 
Chairperson, PPI 
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SUSTAINABLE FARMING 
 

#1 Sustainable Agriculture 
in Bundelkhand NEW 
 
Gramin Vikas Vigyan Samiti (GRAVIS),  
Jodhpur, Rajasthan 
 
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi 
Dates: October 2020 - 2023 
Total Budget: Rs. 17,97,300 
2020 Budget: Rs. 5,99,100 
 
Our recently completed Project #4 was 
GRAVIS’s first intervention in the poverty-
stricken and drought-prone region of 
Bundelkhand, Uttar Pradesh in which they 
assisted the inhabitants of three villages in 
improving their life and work in a variety of 
ways. In this new project they will perform a 
similar range of activities (we refer to the 
summary of Project #4 for the details) in three 
new villages, while continuing some aspects 
of the work in two of the old ones. It is 
expected that the combination of new and old 
villages will promote exchange of knowledge 
and build solidarity. 
 

 
Fruit-laden Guava tree in Bundelkhand (#4) 

#2 Mitigating Droughts 
through Community 
Empowerment  
 
Gramin Vikas Vigyan Samiti (GRAVIS), 
Jodhpur, Rajasthan 
 
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi 
Dates: April 2018 - April 2021 
Total Budget: Rs.12,66,840 
2020 Budget: Rs.4,20,440 
 
In this project, GRAVIS is working on several 
fronts to improve life in 3 villages in the Thar 
Desert of Rajasthan. They have organized 
Village Development Committees (VDCs) and 
women’s Self-Help Groups to promote 
community organization and self-reliance, and 
they are providing ongoing training to these 
groups to operate more effectively. Rainwater 
harvesting tanks (Taankas) and Bio-Sand  
Filters (BSF) have been constructed to provide 
clean water for household use, and seed 
banks are being developed to provide a 
reliable supply of crop varieties that are 
suited to the local soil and water conditions. 
This year GRAVIS organized a convention at 
Jodhpur to bring farmers together with 
agricultural scientists to promote improved 
agricultural methods, and they have 
organized training sessions to help farmers 
cope with climate change. 
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#3 Direct Marketing of 
Organic Produce by Tribal 
Farmers 
 
Dr. M.L. Dhawale Memorial Homeopathic 
Institute (MLDMHI), Thane, Maharashtra 
 
Contact: Ms. Ujjwala Pendse 
Dates: January 2019 - January 2021 
Total Budget: Rs.8,96,000 
2020 Budget: Rs.4,56,000 
 
In the second year of this project, MLDMHI 
added several new marketing channels in 
Mumbai and Thane and farmers were able to 
sell more vegetables and get an average rate 
of Rs. 51/kg versus Rs. 38/kg the previous 
year. Some farmers earned Rs. 
15,000/month and the number of farmers in 
the program increased from 21 to 45. 
However, with the arrival of COVID-19 in 
March and the subsequent lockdown, all 
direct marketing to Mumbai came to a halt. 
Fortunately, they were able to find a few 
vendors who came halfway from Mumbai to 
Bhopoli (the base for MLDMHI). Farmers had 
grown more produce in anticipation of 
increased demand but 30-35% of the produce 
could not be marketed. Farmers gave away 
that produce to villagers and were happy that 
they could help their villages despite their own 
economic losses. Farmers in the program 
have become economically self-sufficient in 
farming and are able to bear driver and fuel 
expenses, as well as the salary of a local 
person who collects vegetables. However, 
they still need guidance in growing for the 
urban market and overall supervision in the 
marketing operation. With the pandemic still 

looming large, marketing continues to be a 
challenge, and they will work with vendors 
until they can resume direct marketing. 
 

  
Outdoor organic vegetable stall at Dahisar (#3) 
 

 
Market at Vrindavan, Thane (#3) 
 

#4 Agricultural 
Improvement in 
Bundelkhand COMPLETED 
 
Gramin Vikas Vigyan Samiti (GRAVIS), 
Jodhpur, Rajasthan 
 
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi 
Dates: September 2017 - August 2020 
Total Budget: Rs.17,95,00 
2020 Budget: Rs.2,94,500 
 
This project has brought numerous 
improvements to three villages in the 
Bundelkhand region of Uttar Pradesh.  
GRAVIS has organized and trained a Village 
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Development Committee and several 
women’s Self-Help Groups in each village to 
promote community empowerment. They 
have established 10 agri-horticulture units 
where vegetables and fruits are grown on the 
same land as well as numerous kitchen 
gardens in people’s yards, while providing 
training in nutrition and health issues. Ten 
Khadins (small earthen dikes) were 
constructed around fields and 6 large ponds 
renovated; these improvements in water 
management have resulted in substantially 
increased productivity. Other steps to improve 
local agriculture include development of seed 
banks to assure a supply of crop varieties that 
are well adapted to local conditions, 
construction of fences to keep animals out of 
fields, introduction of village-level breeding 
centers, and construction of compost pits. 
Finally, GRAVIS has provided training on ways 
of improving the water supply for domestic 
use, including construction of Bio-Sand Filters 
(BSF) and underground recharging pits for 
wastewater and overflow. 
 

 
Pomegranate plantations providing bountiful yields 
with agricultural improvements (#4) 
 

 
Rainwater harvested in the Khadin (pond) is used in 
the farmland (#4) 
 

Community Seed Bank established under MDSA 
project at farmer’s village (#4) 
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CLEAN DRINKING WATER 
 

#5 FLUOROSIS 
MITIGATION IN SELECTED 
VILLAGES NEW 
 
Banwasi Sewa Ashram (BSA), Sonbhadra 
District, Uttar Pradesh 
 
Contact: Dr. Vibha Augustine 
Dates: August 2020 - July 2022 
Total Budget: Rs. 11,16,000 
2020 Budget: Rs. 7,43,000 
 
PPI approved funding for the mitigation of 
fluorosis, an illness caused by high levels of 
fluoride in drinking water, which results in 
damage to teeth and bones. The project 
spearheaded by BSA is a pilot to address an 
alarming problem that affects a significant 
proportion of the population in India. The two -
year project will be implemented in two 
villages, one in each year of the study. The 
plan is to sample water sources, provide 
defluoridation kits, conduct an education 
program for villagers, and assess the health 
of villagers with respect to fluorosis pre- and 
post-intervention. After the pilot is complete, it 
is hoped that the results of the pilot program 
can be used to get the government to 
undertake a largescale fluorosis mitigation 
program. 
 

 
Collection of water samples for testing (#5) 

 
Testing of water samples in the Analysis lab (#5) 
 

#6 BIO-SAND FILTERS IN 
BIHAR 
 
Aakanksha Seva Sadan (ASS), Muzzaffarpur, 
Bihar 
 
Contact: Ms. Bandana Sharma 
Dates: July 2019 – June 2022 
Total Budget: Rs. 10,28,250 
2020 Budget: Rs. 3,39,750 
 
During the first year and a few months of this 
project, ASS has built and distributed 87 Bio-
Sand Filters (BSF) to the poor families. They 
have also shortlisted 58 additional families 
for distributing BSFs during the remaining 
months of the second year of the project. 
 
Four local masons were trained to build the 
filters, which is helpful as the program is 
expanded to various families in the area. Four 
awareness programs have been organized to-
date to make the people know of the benefits 
of using BSFs in being protected from water-
borne diseases. A street play was organized to 
provide similar awareness to young children. 
The BSF recipients have also been provided 
training in their proper use and maintenance. 
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One of the families with the water filter (#6) 
 

 
Efficacy of the Bio-Sand Filter seen here with pre- and 
post-filtered water (#6) 
 

#7 BIO-SAND FILTERS IN 
HIMACHAL PRADESH 
 
Social Awareness through Human 
Development (SATHI), 
Sirmour, Himachal Pradesh 
 
Contact: Dr. Anil Kumar 
Dates: September 2018 – August 2021 

Total Budget: Rs. 9,16,800 
2020 Budget: Rs. 3,17,850 
 
Major objective of this ongoing PPI project is 
to address poor drinking water quality issue in 
some remote pockets of Morni hills area of 
Panchkula district of Haryana state. During 
the second year of the project SATHI firstly 
conducted community mobilization activities 
& thereafter developed & installed 60 
concrete Bio-Sand Filters (BSFs) in 5 villages 
of Morni region. Users were also trained on 
operation and maintenance of filters. To 
analysis the effectiveness of program, SATHI 
conducted regular follow up with user. SATHI 
conducted follow up visits to project villages. 
On the basis of user follow up data, about 90 
% (54 out of 60) of PPI beneficiaries are using 
the filter regularly. Remaining families were 
also educated and motivated to use filter 
regularly. During upcoming year third year of 
the project, SATHI will cover other water 
quality affected villages of Morni region 
(Haryana) under BSF program.  
 

 
A family using the bio-sand water filter (#7) 
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#8 BIO-SAND FILTERS IN 
KARNATAKA COMPLETED 
 
Pragathi, Mysore, Karnataka 
 
Contact: Mr. B. Sharanappa 
Dates: April 2018 – March 2020 
Total Budget: Rs. 17,67,900 
2020 Budget: Rs. 6,12,300 
 
152 Bio-Sand Filters (BSFs) were provided in 
this final year to 152 tribal families in Seegur 
Hadi village, Rajeev Gandhi National Park, 
Karnataka for pure drinking water. Until now, 
the villagers were dependent on river water 
and artificial pond constructed by forest 
department for wild animals. Total 
beneficiaries of the families including children 
was about 918. Occupation of the villagers is 
mainly fishing, hunting, collecting gooseberry, 
honey and working for the forest department. 
20-liter water jug was also be provided along 
with the filter to store the filtered water. 
 

 
Mother with child and their water filter in Seegur Hadi 
(#8) 
 
Pragathi provided information to the villagers 
about the Bio-Sand Filters operation, 
maintenance and the need for daily usage to 
maintain the potable water quality. They also 

explained how the filters can improve their 
health conditions and minimize health 
problems caused by the consumption of 
contaminated water. Regular follow-ups and 
awareness camps on the safe drinking water, 
regular maintenance of the filter, health and 
sanitation are carried out by the staff at 
Pragathi. Monthly visits are routinely 
undertaken to ensure the proper operation of 
the water filters. 
 

 
Water filter and collection jug placed on the porch of a 
home in Seegur Hadi (#8) 
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EDUCATION AND WELFARE OF CHILDREN 
 

#9 END CHILD LABOR IN 
STONE QUARRIES AND 
PROVIDE EDUCATION TO 
GIRLS AT RISK 
 
Institute of Research and Development for 
the Rural Poor (IRDRP), Chennai, Tamil Nadu 
 
Contact: Dr. Irudayasamy 
Dates: July 2018 - June 2021 
Total Budget: Rs. 12,48,750 
2020 Budget: Rs. 4,16,250 
 
This project is a continuation of IRDRP’s work 
in the stone quarries to end child labor and 
provide education to girls at risk in new 
villages by enrolling 6 – 14-year dropouts into 
schools, providing non formal education or 
private studies to 5 – 18 years, and 
rehabilitate slow learners and senior children 
by providing them vocational skills 
empowerment. Notwithstanding the Covid-19 
pandemic, IRDRP was able to organize 
several activities during the year 
accomplishing what they set out to do. Three 
supplementary education centers were 
opened to prevent children from dropping out 
of schools, along with two convenient 
education centers for children to spend 2-3 
hours learning to read and write. IRDRP 
distributed educational support materials to 
126 children studying at the supplementary 
education centers and 87 students studying 
at the convenient education centers. Besides 
these, IRDRP organized teacher training 
workshops on how to teach slow learners and 
for high school students in strategies for exam 
preparation. IRDRP also held a gender 
awareness workshop to discuss gender 

equality and the role of gender in stone quarry 
laborers, provided career guidance, as well as 
offered computer and tailoring skills programs 
for students. 
 

 
Children holding educational support materials (#9) 
 

#10 TRIBAL CHILDREN’S 
EDUCATION AND SAFE 
DRINKING WATER 
 
Moyrabandh Gram Bikash Kendra, Bankura, 
West Bengal 
 
Contact: Mr. Uday Narayan De 
Dates: July 2018 - June 2021 
Total Budget: Rs. 5, 48,000 
2020 Budget: Rs. 1, 52,000 
 
Now in its final year, this project is assisting 
28 Kheria Sabar tribal girls in completing their 
high school education by providing additional 
instruction and educational materials at their 
coaching center. The girls are also given 
training in hygiene and prevention of disease 
(including COVID-19). They are successfully 
passing their exams, and their parents are 
supporting their efforts instead of forcing 



 PPI 2020 Annual Report • Page 11 

them into early marriage. In addition, the 
villagers are getting safe drinking water from 
the tube wells constructed and repaired in the 
first year of the project. 
 

 
Tribal girls receiving educational materials at the 
coaching center (#10) 
 

#11 MENSTRUAL HEALTH 
MANAGEMENT PROJECT 
 
Institute of Research and Development for 
the Rural Poor (IRDRP), Chennai, Tamil Nadu 
 
Contact: Dr. Irudayasamy 
Dates: July 2020 - June 2021 
Total Budget: Rs. 5, 50,000 
2020 Budget: Rs. 5, 50,000 
 
The objective of this project is to help improve 
the health status of adolescent girls (in Dalit 
migrant communities and Tribal Communities 
in 10 districts of Tamil Nadu) by spreading 
awareness about menstrual health, hygiene, 
nutrition, and Adolescent Reproductive and 
Sexual Health. IRDRP is also aiming to bring 
out behavior change in menstrual hygiene 
management and health through training and 
life skills education. 
IRDRP has already made good progress in the 
first three months of the Menstrual Health 
Management Project. In order to make sure 

that the trainers to be used for providing the 
Menstrual Health knowledge to the young 
girls have sufficient related background, a 
virtual training session for the trainers was 
held. Speakers from IRDRP were 
supplemented by those from UNICEF and 
Habitat for Humanity India. The session was 
also used to encourage other NGOs in the 
area to collaborate with IRDRP in 
implementing similar projects in 
their areas. 
 
A survey of girls within Tribal communities and 
Migrant communities in 7 districts about the 
existing practice of Menstrual Hygiene and 
management was completed. The 13 
questions covered various menstruation-
related issues, including use and disposal of 
sanitary napkins. A menstrual health training 
program led by Village Health Nurses (VHN) 
was held in Chengalpet District on the 
importance of menstrual hygiene. Free 
sanitary napkins were distributed to 30 
adolescent girl attendees. 
 
 

 
Tribal girls listening to menstrual health talk (#11) 
 
 

 
Training program on Menstrual Health Hygiene (#11) 
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#12 TEACHER TRAINING 
NEW 
 
Vanasthalli Rural Development Center 
(VRDC), Pune, Maharasthra 
 
Contact: Ms. Sushama Sathaye 
Dates: July 2020 - June 2022 
Total Budget: Rs. 9,27,000 
2020 Budget: Rs. 5,77, 000 
 
PPI has funded a two-year project through 
VRDC a teacher training program with a goal 
of bringing rural school children on par with 
urban and privileged sections of the area. 
They attempt to do this by engaging locally 
available and underutilized women’s 
workforce by training them in innovative 
methods to engage the minds of the rural 
children. There has been a slow and gradual 
opening up of restrictions that have been 
imposed initially in March due to nationwide 
lockdown. Schools have not yet been opened. 
Hence many of their activities are on hold. 
However, they are attempting their best to 
keep teachers engaged and in contact with 
parents as much as possible within the 
parameters permitted. They are doing it as 
small group activities, home visits with all the 
cautionary safeguards in place and wherever 
possible through online instructions and 
activities as well. They are also distributing 
books which are proving to be of great help 
during these trying times. VRDC has been 
able to start programs in Language and 
Balwadi teacher training in 12 villages around 
Pune. 
 

 
Teacher training in progress (#12) 
 

 
Group of women in teacher training (#12) 
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TREE PLANTING AND ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS 
 

#13 SOLAR WATER 
HEATER, LIGHTS AND 
RAINWATER HARVESTING 
NEW 
 
Chinthana Foundation, Ajjampura, Karnataka 
 
Contact: Mr. G. Channappa 
Dates: October 2020 - September 2021 
Total Budget: Rs. 1,86,000 
 
This new project will help install solar water 
heater, solar energy lights and rainwater 
harvesting units for the Chinthana 
Multipurpose Training/Rehabilitation Center 
in Ajjampura, that PPI funded in 2018. The 
land was donated to Chinthana Foundation by 
the local panchayat in recognition of 
outstanding work they have been doing with 
village school children on tree plantation and 
environmental education since 2008. The 
center is nearly complete and will be used to 
provide educational support and skills training 
for poor children, demonstration and 
construction of Bio-Sand Filters, awareness 
programs and a library resource on health 
and environment. 
 
Solar water heater will provide access to hot 
water at the training center and avoid 
dependency on other sources to heat water. 
Solar energy lights will reduce the expenses 
on electricity bills and provide lighting during 
power cut hours. Typically, there are 10-12 
hours of power cut during summer months.  
 
Rainwater harvesting rainwater system will 
contribute to retain, increase ground water 
and help the environment. It will also be used 

as a demonstration unit to train the villagers 
on the importance of rainwater harvesting. 
 

 
Multi-purpose Training and Rehabilitation Center 
nearing completion in Ajjampura, Karnataka (#13) 
 

#14 PROMOTION OF ECO-
FRIENDLY SCHOOLS AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
EDUCATION FOR 
CHILDREN 
 
Chinthana Foundation, Ajjampura, Karnataka 
 
Contact: Mr. G. Channappa 
Dates: October 2018 - September 2021 
Total Budget: Rs. 10,91,545 
2020 Budget: Rs. 3,10,950 
 
In its second year, Chinthana Foundation has 
continued implementation of the project in 
five schools (Arabala, Garagadahalli, 
Nandipura, Muguli and Bankanakatte) near 
Ajjampura, Karnataka with cooperation and 
support from school children and teachers. 
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Work completed this year included installing 
or repairing barbed wire fencing to protect the 
planted trees from animals and intruders. 
Various types of trees (upwards of 965) were 
planted on school properties with the 
participation of school children, teachers and 
management. Children were also educated on 
the different types of trees as part of this 
work. Coconut fibrous husk was used for 
mulching to hold the water in ground for the 
plants. Trees and plants were also distributed 
to the students for planting in their yards with 
the help of their parents. These children enjoy 
caring for these trees at their homes. 50 
percolation pits were dug (4 cubic ft each) to 
collect rainwater. This rainwater was used for 
watering the plants after the rainy season. In 
addition, a much larger pit (30x20x3 ft) for 
storing water was constructed in 
Garagadahalli school area. Various 
vegetables, grown in kitchen garden units 
started in three schools late 2019, were used 
for mid-day meals. This has saved each 
school about Rs.4,500 in expenses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children watering newly planted bushes in 
Bankaranakatte (#14) 
 

 
Tree plantings at Garagadahalli Village School (#14) 
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SKILLS TRAINING 
 

#15 DHAN KARUNAI  
ILLAM NEW 
 
Development of Humane Foundation (DHAN), 
Madurai, Tamil Nadu 
 
Contact: Mr. K. Anbu 
Dates: July 2020 - July 2021 
Total Budget: Rs. 3,51,000 
 
Development of Humane Foundation (DHAN), 
based in the city of Madurai, Tamil Nadu, is a 
premier development institution, working for 
the upliftment of the poor and the 
disadvantaged segment of the community. 
DHAN Karunai Illam (referred as Illam) is the 
initiative of DHAN towards “happy home for 
children in need”, in rural Dindigul district and 
surrounding areas in Tamil Nadu. The Illam 
houses about 45 children in ages ranging 11 
to 17 years. In addition to residence, the Illam 
provides financial support for their education 
at school, after-school tutoring, and additional 
support for their extracurricular activities. The 
Illam was funded by PPI for skill building of 
local youth in Nilakkottai in Dindigul district, 
near Madurai. Training would take place in 
the new building and would include tailoring, 
LED bulb assembly and in Batik painting. The 
skills training is expected to provide regular 
employment opportunities and/or self-
employment for young men and women in the 
area.  
 
Funding for this project was remitted in July 
2020, but the training of youth is yet to begin 
due to Covid-19 closures. The Illam is 
awaiting directives from the government to 
reopen the center. 

DISASTER RELIEF 
FUNDING 
 

 
GRAVIS COVID -19 relief efforts Family kits distributed 
to mineworkers in Soorsagar (Mondore Block) 
 
When the Coronavirus forced India into a 
lockdown last spring, many people lost their 
source of income. Requests for COVID-19 
relief funding came from many organizations 
that PPI supports. PPI funded the following 
organizations: 
 

• Akhil Gramin Yuva Vikash Samiti 
(AGYVS), Bihar, $2,000 

• Aakanksha Seva Sadan (ASS), Bihar, 
$1,599 

• Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha (BTS), 
West Bengal, $2,000 

• Chinthana Foundation, Karnataka, 
$2,000 

• Gramin Vikas Vidya Samiti (GRAVIS), 
Rajasthan, $2000 

• Pragathi, Karnataka, $2000 
• SPREAWS, Andhra Pradesh, $2000 

 
These organizations have done an excellent 
job of identifying, procuring and organizing the 
relief kits. Funds were used to provide dry 
rations of rice, wheat flour, lentils, sugar, 
cooking oil, spices, tea, vegetables, fruits, 
soap, masks and hand sanitizers.  
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A funding of $2000 was also approved at the 
June 2020 meeting to provide relief effort for 
persons affected by cyclone Amphan to BTS, 
West Bengal. 
 

SPECIAL PROJECT 
FUNDING 
 
Special projects are projects sponsored and 
funded by contributions made by individuals 
or groups, and which are in line with PPI’s 
goals, but may not be high on the PPI priority 
list for being funded from general funds.  
 
In January 2020, we approved a Special 
Project sponsored by donors to provide 
Development of Humane Action Foundation 
(DHAN Foundation) an amount of $4160.99 
to purchase a van for the transportation of 
students.  
 
Additional funds totaling $2,125 were 
received for Cyclone Amphan relief from a 
long-time PPI supporter and other PPI 
members and were sent to Society for Direct 
Initiative for Social and Health Action (DISHA), 
Kolkata.  
 
PPI donors sponsored $3,200 in May 2020, 
to support Dr. Dhawale Hospital to face the 
COVID-19 crisis in Palghar, Maharashtra.  
 
An amount of $123.97 was sent to Belaku 
Trust.    
 

SITE VISITS IN 2020 
 
In February 2020, Shimoga Srinath visited 
three NGOs in Karnataka, Pragathi, Vikasana 
and Chinthana Foundation. At Pragathi, 
Mysore, he met with Mr. Sharanappa who 
runs the orphanage for tribal children that 
was built with PPI supported funds. A Bio-
Sand Filter making facility is located on the 

side of the building. At the Vikasana, Tarikere, 
he was able to see the improvements made in 
the lives of the villagers as a result of tree 
plantings, vermi-composting, tank de-siltation, 
Bio-Sand Filter making, and the bridge school 
built with past PPI funding. The multi-purpose 
training center that is under construction by 
Chinthana Foundation, Ajjampura is nearing 
completion. It was heartening to see the small 
plantings planted in Baggavalli (in 2004) and 
Kathiganere (in 2014) village schools now 
providing shade for outdoor classes for the 
children. 
 

 
On-going Bio-Sand Filter making at Duglapura (PPI 
project 2010-2013 – Vikasana) 
 

 
De-silted tank at Bettadahalli (2013-2016 Project – 
Vikasana) 
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Bridge school orphanage at Duglapura (2010-2013 
Project – Vikasana) 
 

 
Sapota trees ready for harvest at Duglapura (2010-
2013 Project – Vikasana) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Baggavalli School, Chinthana Foundation tree 
plantings (2004) offering shade for outdoor classes 
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ANNUAL PPI FUNDRAISER 
 
The COVID-19 situation put a damper on this year’s Annual Fundraiser in April. Adapting to the 
changed situation, it was decided to instead move the fundraiser to an online format. While we fell 
short of our goal of $60,000, we are so thankful to our donors for stepping up to the challenge and 
helping us raise $55,558.72. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
These budget figures, as of November 20, 2020 are approximate. A precise and detailed financial 
report for 2020 will be available in early 2021. 
 
2020 INCOME: $360 in membership dues, $82,788.51 in general contributions including 
$55,558.72 (net) from the annual event, $675.98 in bank interest. Special contributions: $50 for 
Belaku Trust, $2,125 for DISHA special project, $3,200 for MLDT special project, $4,160.99 for 
DHAN Karunai Illam special project. 
  
2020 EXPENDITURES: $101,964.38 to PPI projects (not including special contributions), 
$2,804.98 in operating expenses (mainly printing, copying, postage, insurance, etc.)  All the special 
contributions were sent as collected. 
 

2020 PPI OFFICERS 
 
CHAIRPERSON: Mohan Vaghul 
VICE CHAIRPERSON: Sudha Vaghul 
TREASURER: Lavaleen Kumar Jha 
SECRETARY: Radhika Shyamsundar 
WEBMASTERS: Satish Thatte, Vijay Srirangam 
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Year 2021 Membership & Pledge/Contribution Form 
 
 

NAME ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY ______________________________________________ STATE ______ ZIP CODE _________ 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS ____________________________________    PHONE ( ____ )_________________ 
 
Membership (circle one):  $25/Family  or  $15 Single/Year 
 
Contribution (circle one):  $20        $100          $250         $500         Other: $ __________________ 
 
Enclosed is a check for: $ ___________________________________________________________ 
 
(If your employer matches your gift, please provide the name: ______________________________________) 

 
 

 
{IRS Code 501(c) (3) Tax Exempt, ID No. 91-1057315} 

 
Please make your checks payable to “People for Progress in India” and mail it with this form to: 

People for Progress in India (PPI), P.O. Box 51231, Seattle, WA 98115-1231 
If you prefer, you may donate through PayPal at: 

https://www.PayPal.me/ppiseattle 
 

Monthly minutes and quarterly reports are sent by e-mail only. Please give us your e-mail address. It 
will help us send receipts by e-mail and save postage. PPI will not provide the e-mail list to any other 

organization. This year’s Annual report is being sent electronically. 


