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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Dear friends,
Greetings! It is a pleasure to send you our annual report
for 2013, describing the various projects supported by
PPI, now in its 36th year.
PPI continues its mission of promoting and nurturing
self-help for the poor segments of Indian society by
funding small-scale development projects that lead to
economic independence. At this time, we have sixteen
ongoing PPI projects (eight new and eight continuing) in
several states—ranging from vocational training,
sustainable farming, biosand water filters and
alternative skills training to rehabilitation of women
exiting the sex trade. We completed two projects in
2013. We also have one donor-requested special
project. Special projects are consistent with PPI's goals
and guidelines but are funded by donor contributions,
not from PPI general funds.
In July of this year we were saddened by the passing of
Niranjan Benegal, one of PPI's founder members.
Niranjan played a key role in shaping PPI and he will be
dearly missed by the PPI team.
We are a 100% volunteer organization without paid
staff. Your donations go directly to NGOs in India. Our
operating overhead is less than 5%, used for expenses
such as postage, printing, and web hosting. At this time
we need new volunteers more than ever, to review
projects, make site visits, and help at events. Please
contact us if you are interested in volunteering.
We greatly appreciate your generosity in helping the
disadvantaged in India. We look forward to your
continued support.

Weaving training for tribal women (Project #18)

PPI's Vision
We envision an India without extreme poverty, where
people can live healthy self-reliant lives in a clean
environment, and where their essential needs are met
through sustainable economic activity.
PPI's Mission
To bring positive socio-economic change to the
underprivileged, marginalized, and exploited sectors of
India by promoting self-reliance and providing seedmoney for development projects.
PPI's Goals
To fund programs which have the potential to become
self-sustaining and make people self-reliant. To
encourage new ideas involving people participation.

Sincerely,
PPI Volunteer Team
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New Projects
1) Improved Agricultural Practices
Haritika, Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh
Contact: Mr. Avani Mohan Singh
January 2013 - January 2016
Budget: Total: Rs. 656,800; 2013: Rs. 219,600
This project is being run by Haritika in conjunction with
a larger 5-year project that is mostly funded by the
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD) in India. NABARD’s funding is to benefit
tribal people, about 80% of the local population; our
funding will extend the activities to the remaining 20%
(40 families). The objective of the project is to help
villagers from two villages in Madhya Pradesh develop
Wadis (small tree plantations) covering one acre of land
per village family along with developing water resources
to maintain the Wadis. After providing exposure to and
training in good agricultural practices, 25 acres of land
(for 25 village families) have been already prepared and
then planted with about 2000 mango, aonla, and guava
trees. Additionally, Karonda plants (thorny, droughtresistant, and with dense foliage) are being planted as
live-fencing to protect the areas against animals.
Haritika is raising Rs. 43,580 locally to support this
project.

This new project near Ajjampura is to build 50 filters per
year to provide pure drinking water to three villages
near Ajjampura. This is PPI’s third project in introducing
biosand filtration technology for drinking water. (The
first was with LAFTI in Tamil Nadu and the second with
Vikasana in Karnataka). To explain the technology, 12
village level orientation meetings and awareness
workshops were held in three villages and 1500
handbills with information on biosand filters were
distributed at the meetings. Chintana has also consulted
the local water and sanitation department, mobilized
and distributed information on the effects drinking
unsafe water to the villagers. They have received one
biosand filter building steel mold from Vikasana to build
biosand filters. Availability of good quality of sand due
to problems at the sand transporters end has caused
delay in starting the filter construction process.
However, they have recently received good quality sand
and expect to start building biosand filters soon.

Biosand Water Filter awareness meetings (Project #2)
3) Biosand Water Filters – GRAVIS
GRAVIS, Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Contact: Dr. Prakash Tyagi
April 2013 – April 2015
Budget: Total: Rs. 472,750; 2013: Rs. 257,250

Farmer training session (Project #1)
2) Biosand Water Filters – Chintana
Chintana Foundation, Ajjampura, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. G. Channappa
April 2013 – April 2016
Budget: Total: Rs. 679,500; 2013: Rs. 263,000

PPI's newest project in biosand filtration introduces this
technology to villages in the Thar desert of Rajasthan.
Two villages, Shekhasar and Mandali, in the Jodhpur
district are targeted by this project. There is acute
shortage of potable water due to inadequate monsoon
rainfall and the condition worsens with the presence of
saline underground water. The plan is to train the
villagers in the use of biosand filters and build and
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distribute 60 biosand filters. To date, the steel mold for
biosand filters were made in Jodhpur and two filters
have been constructed by the field staff and a local
mason with the participation of villagers. One
awareness workshop on the information on biosand
filters and the importance of safe drinking water was
held in Shekhasar village with 62 villagers participating.

project, to provide additional care and watering in the
dry seasons until the trees become firmly established.
This has been found necessary because of low rainfall in
the last few years. During the tree plantation project,
3880 forestry trees such as teak, pongemia, cassesemia,
glidiciria, neem and silver oak were planted in project
villages. All these plants have been monitored and
cared for with regular watering and protection
measures. An additional orientation was given to
beneficiaries to help them sustain the planted trees.
Plants have had a sustainability rate is 92% as result of
care and watering to date.

Watering trucks for tree maintenance (Project #4)
Concrete filter making in the steel mold (Project #3)

Awareness meeting with the villagers (Project #3)
4) Tree Plantation Maintenance
Vikasana, Tarikere, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. Varghees Cleatas
April 2013 – April 2016
Budget: Total Rs. 210,900; 2013 Rs. 70,300
We approved a request from Vikasana for a 3-year
supplement to our recently completed tree plantation

Healthy plant due to watering (Project #4)
5) Tribal Orphanage Building
Pragathi, Mysore, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. Sharanappa
April 2013 – April 2014
Budget: Rs. 650,000
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We funded the construction of two dormitory rooms, a
hallway, and washroom facilities to house orphan girls
in the upper story of the orphanage for tribal children.
Pragathi has been running an orphanage for about 60
tribal boys and girls for many years in the outskirts of
Mysore. The new construction had become urgent due
to a new requirement from the Government of
Karnataka to house boys and girls on separate floors. A
few individual PPI donors also contributed $6500 (about
Rs. 350,000) toward this project. A few years ago, the
lower floor and the outer shell of this orphanage
building were built with the PPI sponsored “Tribal youth
low cost brick making” project. The construction of the
upper floor was started in May 2013 and was
completed in June 2013. We are glad to have helped
orphan girls to continue to stay in the orphanage.

Completed room for the orphan girls (Project #5)

Plaque in the Orphange hallway (Project #5)
6) Farmer Livelihood Development
BTS, Baikuntahapur, Sundarbans, West Bengal
Contact: Mr. Sushanta Giri
July 2013 – July 2016
Budget: Total Rs. 527,000; 2013: Rs. 177,000

Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha (BTS) will undertake a 3year project to improve the life-status of vulnerable
women and their families through income generation in
villages in the Sunderban Reserve Forest-areas of the
Bay of Bengal delta. They intend to form 15 self-help
groups with 30 women in each group and train them in
goat/poultry/duck rearing projects for income
generation. In addition, they will be involved in kitchen
gardening and growing medicinal plants and herbs using
biofertilizers.
7) Warli Art Project
MLDT, Thane, Maharashtara
Contact: Ms. Ujjwala Pendse
October 2013 – October 2016
Budget: 2013: Rs. 515,000
M.L. Dhawale Memorial Trust (MLDT) has started a new
project to help local Warli (tribal) youth obtain a stable
livelihood through the creation and marketing of Warli
art and crafts. Warli art is a traditional tribal art form
practiced in many areas of rural Maharashtra. Local
artists in the area create and market Warli art on a
small scale but do not have the resources to convert
this activity into a stable income generating business.
Many youth artists migrate to cities for in search of
employment or work in brick kilns and sand dredging,
where their potential is not utilized. MLDT hopes to
support these youth artisans through seed capital,
marketing linkages, and training to improve design and
workmanship. PPI has approved funding for the first
year of this three-year project as this is MLDT's first
attempt in helping the local population establish a
business enterprise. Funding for years two and three
will be contingent on progress in each preceding year.
Note: Per Shantha Benegal’s request, donations
received by PPI in memory of Niranjan Benegal are
targeted for this project.
8) Handicapped Youth Training
AGYVS, Muzaffarpur, Bihar
Contact: Mr. Subodh Kumar Pandey
October 2103 – October 2015
Budget: Total: Rs. 305,300; 2013: Rs. 156,000
This new two year project by Akhil Gramin Yuva Vikas
Samiti (AGYVS) in Muzaffarpur, Bihar aims to promote
economic independence of 60 physically disabled
(male‐34 and female‐26) people through income
generation activities. They will be trained in trades such
as bicycle repairing, tailoring and mobile phone repair.
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Girls/women will be trained in tailoring work at 13 per
batch, with two 6-month batches during the first year.
Mobile phone repair training will be imparted during
the second year with 17 males per batch and two 6month batches. Health camps will be organized with
trained physiotherapists to improve the health of the
disabled. A total of 22 camps will be held, with a camp
in each of eleven villages per year. A similar number of
community meetings will be held with the village
leaders to improve the socio-economic rights of the
disabled youth. A PPI supporter recently visited AGVYS
and gave a very favorable report on the work they are
doing (see Robert’s site visit report on page 10).

Continuing Projects
9) Rice Cultivation by Kheria Sabar Tribals
MGBK, Bankura, West Bengal
Contact: Mr. Uday Narayan De
January 2011 - December 2014
Budget: Total: Rs. 360,000; 2013: Rs. 90,000
Rice cultivation using SRI method (Project #9)
In its third year, Moyrabandh Gram Bikash Kendra
(MGBK) continued to train additional 60 Kheria Sabar
tribal farmers in the in the System of Rice Intensification
(SRI) method of paddy cultivation. Women of the five
villages Parashibona, Kaduri, Mushla, Nutangram, and
Borra were provided with training that was completed
on 20th October 2013. Through the SRI training program
the target women farmers benefited by: saving on
seeds and saving of water, less use of chemical
fertilizers and pesticides, healthier paddy yields due to
vermi-compost use in farming, higher yields due to
tillering, increased length and grain weight. This has
resulted in improved livelihood and food security for
the community. Based on the success of this project,
other farmers in the nearby villages have showed their
interest in the SRI method of paddy cultivation. This
year's funding was sent in advance in 2012 to support
the project work.

10) Education of Stone Quarry Children
IRDRP, Chennai, Tamil Nadu
Contact: Dr. Irudayasamy
January 2012 - January 2015
Budget: Total: Rs. 641,520; 2013: Rs. 213,840
Institute of Research and Development for the Rural
Poor (IRDRP) works in three stone quarry units near
Chennai. Children working in quarries and brick kilns are
provided with opportunities for schooling, supportive
education, recreation and counseling. In its second year,
IRDRP has organized 2 enrollment camps for school
dropouts at the quarry villages. With the backing of
governmental agencies, 58 children were automatically
enrolled for classes for age 8 and under. Educational
support materials were distributed. Health camps, life
skill training camps, computer awareness training and
gender training were organized. Child labor has been
declining in these villages. The aim is to ultimately
mainstream all children (both boys and girls) into
regular schools.
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Funding-Total: Rs. 780,515; 2013: Rs. 244,655
Vikasana is in the second year of their project on
“Biosand Water Filters” to provide safe and sustainable
drinking water (removes 99% bacteria and viruses) to
three villages Manjunathpura, Gollarahatti and Kalkere
through biosand filters. Eighty biosand filters have been
constructed using the molds from LAFTI and have been
provided to the villagers in three target villages. This has
been supplemented by 4 awareness workshops for the
182 villagers, panchayath members and SHG members
on the maintenance and use of biosand filters, hygiene
and community sanitation.
Training session for children (Project #10)
11) Grassroots SHG Development & Micro-financing
Jagriti Vihara, Ranchi, Jharkhand
Contact: Mr. Rajesh Prashant
January 2012 - January 2015
Budget- Total: Rs. 644,000; 2013: Rs. 214,000
Jagriti Vihara has successfully completed the second
year of a project to create self-help groups (SHGs) and
provide vocational training to the tribal community in
rural Jharkhand. Women's SHGs were trained in pickle
and dry food making, tailoring, and in making palm-leaf
plates and mats. Men's SHGs were trained in pottery
making. In addition, both men and women's groups
were trained in making candles and soaps. The demand
for all these products is good and Jagriti Vihara expects
that the trainees will be able to earn a livelihood after
completing the training.

Completed clothing by the tribal women (Project #11)
12) Biosand Water Filters – Vikasana
Vikasana, Tarikere, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. Varghees Cleatas
April 2012 - April 2015

Biosand filter in use in village household (Project #12)

Biosand filter awareness camp (Project #12)
13) Solar Water Heating
Karnatak Health Institute, Ghataprabha, Karnataka
April 2012 - April 2014
Budget-Total: Rs. 286,400; 2013: On hold
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In 2012, we funded Karnatak Health Institute (KHI) to
install solar-powered water heaters in their maternity
hospital, the nurses’ hostel, the training school, and
their canteen to reduce their fuel and electricity costs
while promoting a sustainable technology. The project
also included training of 15 people in equipment
maintenance. KHI built separate concrete structures at
their own cost to support the water tanks, as the
existing buildings could not take the load. This project
has been put on hold this year as a result of an
unfortunate tragic loss of a great human being. We are
very sorry to report the unexpected and untimely
demise of Chief Medical Officer of KHI, Dr. Kiran M.
Vaidya in July this year. Dr. Kiran was an orthopedic
surgeon par excellence & served the institution for 32
years.
14) Sustainable Farming with Tribal Farmers
MLDMHI, Thane, Maharashtra
Contact: Ms. Ujjwala Pendse
July 2011 – July 2014
Budget: Total: Rs. 820,000; 2013: Rs. 285,000
The work of Dr. M. L. Dhawale Memorial Homoeopathic
Institute (MLDMHI) with tribal farmers has expanded to
37 farmer families in two years (starting with five in
2010) and the per acre earning has increased from Rs.
300 to Rs. 7500 per year. Areas of focus include rice
cultivation based on the System of Rice Intensification
method, vegetable cultivation, and tree plantation.
While continuing to help farmers to improve yields,
MLDMHI's new priorities involve capacity building to
help farmers take on leadership roles and increasing the
involvement of women farmers in planning and decision
making. MLDMHI is also encouraging farmers to
increase the cultivation of pulses for better nutrition
and as green manure. This year, a few farmers were
selected for a novel pilot project that involves resource
mapping on subsistence farms. With the help of
farmers, detailed farm maps were created that show
fields, cropping patterns, and natural resources. These
maps highlight the challenges in implementing
sustainable farming practices on marginal farms. Using
the maps, farmers were able to plan their crop rotation
for a diversified cropping system. MLDMHI is planning
to expand the mapping exercise to other farms next
year.

Sustainable farming (Project #14)
15) Maintenance of Tree Plantations
Chintana Foundation, Ajjampura, Karnataka
Contact: Mr. G. Channappa
August 2011 - August 2015
Budget: Total: Rs. 207,500; 2013: Rs. 68,500
This project, in its second year, supports the
maintenance of completed tree planting projects by
school children in Channapura, Baggavalli, Karadipura
and Gadihalli schools. Committed efforts to maintain
the plants have not only enabled a high sustainability
rate of trees planted but also helped them bear flowers,
seeds, and fruits. The maintenance efforts, which
include upkeep/modification of the fencing to keep the
sheep and goats away from the plants and renting 15
water tankers to provide water to the mango plants
during the 7 months from November to May, when
there is not much rain, helped increase the survival rate
of the mango plants to 90%. Chintana's work involved
selective pruning of 1100 plants, which resulted in
better overall growth of plants, including increased
height and strengthened vertical and lateral growth; use
of percolation water tanks and stored bio-mass for
providing the desired nutrients to the plants; use of
selective weeding, mulching, organic fertilizing with the
help of the interested school children. In response to
task assigned to 100 school children, they collected cow
dung and dry leaves that applied to plants in three
times in the whole year. So far 84% of plants survived
among 2841 tree planted in six school plantations.
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G
adahalli School plants (Project #15)

Embroidery training for women existing sex trade
(Project #16)

16) Anchal Project
New Light, Kolkata, West Bengal
Contact: Ms. Urmi Basu
October 2012 – October 2015
Budget: Total: Rs. 735,750; 2013: Rs. 238,500

Completed Projects

New Light completed the first year of their program to
provide gainful employment to women exiting the sex
trade. Seventeen women were trained in making cotton
quilts, scarves, cushion covers, and upholstery items.
The original plan was to train women in Kantha
embroidery work and sewing, a specialty of rural
Bengal. However, after limited success in recruiting
women for the project, New Light realized that Kantha
calls for a high degree of concentration, patience, and
an eye for detail—qualities which many of the older sex
workers do not possess. Several women opted out of
the project to participate in government schemes,
which pay less but are significantly less demanding.
While New Light continues to look for women with an
aptitude for embroidery work, they have expanded the
project to include other items, in addition to Kantha,
such as material for upholstery, curtains and cushion
covers. During one quarter, the women were taken to a
workshop at the American Centre where they were
taught to make soft toys. New Light has identified
marketing avenues and expects to start an online portal
for marketing Anchal products.

17) Vocational training for Rural Youth
BEDS, Gaya, Bihar
Contact: Mr. J. K. Palit
January 2012 - January 2014
Budget: Total: Rs. 406,000; 2013: Rs. 164,000
Bihar Educational Development Society (BEDS) is in the
final year of this project. Two batches in Fruit &
Vegetable Preservation, consisting of 20 trainees is
each batch, have already completed their training and
after their evaluation conducted on the basis of their
performance and aptitude have been awarded with
certificates in this regard. One batch of 15 students has
also been trained in “Radio and TV Mechanism”, while
another batch is about 4 months in to this training. An
entrepreneurship development program of six months
has also been arranged, beginning from 15 January
2013 for the beneficiaries in the above courses, who
have completed their training. This includes training
about how to become a successful entrepreneur in the
field of the skill/training they have achieved. Necessary
steps have been taken to extend financial assistance to
the trainees from BEDS and the local banks to establish
their own business.
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Special Project:
Every year, targeted projects are funded from
contributions raised by individuals. They must meet
PPI's overall goals and requirements for selecting and
funding projects. No direct PPI funds are expended on
them. We are happy to support such worthwhile
schemes and the aim is to motivate and facilitate
individuals to raise funds on their own to help worthy
projects in India. This year we have one special project.
Radio & TV repair training for village youth (Project #17)
18) Empowerment of Tribal Women
SARC, Sambalpur, Orissa
Contact: Mr. Manoj Satpathy
January 2011 - January 2014
Budget: Total: Rs. 317,000; 2013: Rs. 100,000
In its final year, Social Action for Rural Community
(SARC) has focusing on economic empowerment of
tribal women in the village near Sambalpur, Orissa. They
have conducted 2 six month training programs to
empower tribal women and develop their livelihood
means and opportunities. 60 women have been trained
on usage of sewing and weaving machines, techniques,
designs, entrepreneurship and marketing. They are
now weaving silk sarees and dress material from local
silk. The tailoring group is sewing uniforms, bridal
outfits and crafts. The crafts are being sold at local
markets with a view to expansion to a large area. The
earning capacity of the women has increased to Rs.3000
- 4000 a month instead of less than Rs.2500/- prior to
this skill enhancement program.

Finished clothing for sale (Project #18)

Women's Health, Education and Training
Belaku Trust, Bengaluru, Karnataka
Contact: Dr. Saras Ganapathy
Belaku Trust is focused on children’s education,
women’s health, nutrition and vocational training in
villages near Kanakapura. The gelathis (village workers)
work alongside the staff in the government run preschool program to facilitate learning and good health.
Gelathi program which was initially introduced in 8
villages has now been extended to 7 new villages to
expand the benefits to more number of children.
The women’s income generation groups, Kirana, Deepa
and Ushe have taken on a steadily increasing role in
their own operations. New products and designs, such
as soft toys, are being worked on. They were involved in
several sales at exhibitions in Bengaluru. The Belaku
Trust ran summer camps for kids during April-May
2013. Health, nutrition, hygiene and the environment
were emphasized through various group activities. PPI
is happy to support Belaku Trust work. This year we
sent $3592.50 to Belaku Trust.

Other News and Events
In Memoriam: Niranjan Benegal
A very dear member of our volunteer family, Niranjan
Benegal, passed away on July 23, 2013 after a long
illness. Niranjan was one of the founders of PPI in 1978
and was always a driving force behind PPI. He served
PPI in many ways with his wise counsel and unceasing
dedication. During the early years, he helped develop
the organization into a formal, tax exempt, registered
charitable organization. Over the years, he visited PPI
project sites in many parts of India. Niranjan was an
avid photographer and took compelling photographs of
PPI projects, often shown at our annual fund raising
events. Niranjan's handiwork is evident in the special 20
and 25 year anniversary reports of PPI activities. He was
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a personal friend to many of us and one of the finest
human beings one comes across in life — generous,
kind, and always ready to help. His wise inputs and
suggestions were much valued by all PPI members. He
will be sorely missed by all of us.
Urmi Basu Visit
On May 4, 2013 we met with Urmi Basu, the founder of
New Light in Kolkata, an organization that works to save
girls from sexual exploitation and to improve the lives of
children of sex workers. We are currently funding their
Anchal project (Project #16), which is training former
sex workers in fabric making and entrepreneurship. Ms.
Basu gave a very interesting account of her personal
history and the development of New Light, and
discussed ideas for future projects. Her dedication and
effectiveness in this difficult work are inspiring.
Dr. Prakash Tyagi Visit
We were fortunate to meet with Dr. Prakash Tyagi of
Gramin Vikas Vigyan Samiti (GRAVIS) on November 13th.
He was in Seattle on an iLEAP fellowship for young
leaders of positive change in the world. GRAVIS is an
NGO based in the Thar Desert of Rajasthan that focuses
on rural development and has reached out to 1.2
million people living in over 1,100 villages. PPI and
GRAVIS have partnered for the last 20 years on various
projects: drought mitigation, eye care, community
health, and education. PPI recently funded a new
GRAVIS project that will provide biosand filters for clean
drinking water. Dr. Prakash Tyagi spoke about the
current work of GRAVIS and future priorities. Prakash, a
medical doctor with a background in international
public health and geriatrics, has been leading GRAVIS
since 2005. He founded a hospital, a major medical
facility in rural Rajasthan.

Site Visits to PPI Projects
Pragathi, Vikasana and Chinthana, Karnataka
In January 2013, Shimoga Srinath visited Pragathi’s
orphanage near Mysore (project #5) , Vikasana's
biosand filtration project (#12) In Tarikere, and
Chinthana's tree planting project (#15) in Ajjampura.
Shim was pleased with the progress in all three projects.
Shim says: "Chinthana's school field, which was a barren
dump site for the village garbage, now looks like a
beautiful garden. The principal said the teachers hold
classes on the site, to teach kids about various plant
species and their usefulness."

In May 2013, Kathy and Wayne Beckwith of Friendly
Water for the World, Olympia visited Vikasana's
biosand filtration project (#12) and report: “We saw the
filters in several homes in the villages within the work
project area of Vikasana. The owners seemed very
pleased with them, and their use had evidently been
explained clearly, as the people were daily adding
water, collecting it in separate holding containers, and
all in the family were drinking the water, appreciating
its taste and coolness. We also saw other projects
Vikasana has worked in the villages – worm composting,
smokeless stoves, solar lighting, water and soil
conservation, tree planting, toilets, azola production
tanks (which we had never seen), honey production,
and local medicinal plants. Mr. Cleatas’s hands-on
ability and vision and leadership of the entire program
seem to be a lovely balance."
Kathy and Wayne also visited Pragathi, Mysore and
stayed at the orphanage (project #5). They visited the
tribal villages that Pragathi is working in. Kathy said in
her report: “We left feeling grateful for the work that
Pragathi is doing, not only to serve a need for the youth
who are able to access schooling from the home, but by
their efforts to bring health through safe drinking water
to the families in tribal villages.”
MLDMHI, Maharashtra
In August 2013, Vandana Datye visited MLMHI's
sustainable farming project (#14) in Thane district,
Maharashtra. She says: “This was my first visit during
the monsoon – the rice-growing season. All 25 farmers
in the PPI project have transitioned from conventional
to organic rice growing. With PPI support, these
farmers are able to grow a second crop of vegetables
and pulses after the monsoon. They seem very happy
that they have more income and more food for their
families.”
AGYVS and ASS, Bihar
In October 2013, Robert af Sandeberg, a long time PPI
member (now residing in Sweden) visited Akhil Gramin
Yuva Vikas Samiti (AGYVS) and Aakansha Seva Sadan
(ASS) in Muzaffarpur, Bihar. We have had vocational
training projects with these organizations in the past
but this was the first site visit by a PPI member. Based
on Robert’s positive report, we recently approved
project a new project (#8) with AGYVS. Robert says: “As
I mentioned on the phone, we were both very
impressed by the apparent success of the previous PPI
projects in both organizations.”
10

2013 Annual PPI Fund Raising Event
About 120 people attended our annual fundraiser on
April 21st at the Mercer Island Community Center. The
event featured reports of site visits to PPI projects,
some recollections of the history of PPI from its
founding 35 years ago, and a very entertaining
performance by a bright young comedienne Priya
Prasad. She was ably introduced by her father Ram
Prasad, a long time PPI supporter. We sincerely thank
Priya for donating her time, coming all the way from
San Francisco for the event.

2013 Income: $375 in membership dues, $69584 in
general contributions, $9996 (net) from the annual
event, $180 in interest. Special contributions: $3627.50
for Belaku Trust (including a carryover of $175 from
2012).
2013 Expenditures: $72979 to PPI projects (not
including special contributions), $1039 in operating
expenses (mainly printing, copying, postage, insurance,
etc). All the special contributions were sent as collected
(minus wire charges).

2014 Annual PPI Fund Raising Event

PPI Office Bearers

Our 2014 annual fund raising event will be held on
Sunday April 27, 2014. More information will be
available in the spring of 2014. Please save the date
and plan to attend. We are counting on your support!

Vandana Datye, Chairperson
Jyoti Samant, Vice Chairperson
Shimoga Srinath, Treasurer
Jerry Folland, Secretary
Vijay Srirangam, Web master

Treasurer's Report
These budget figures, as of December 1, 2013 are
approximate. A precise and detailed financial report for
2013 will be available in early 2014.
Monthly minutes and quarterly reports are sent by e-mail only. Please give us your e-mail address. It will help us send receipts by
e-mail and save postage. PPI will not provide the e-mail list to any other organization. Annual reports are sent by postal mail

Please cut, complete and mail the form below:
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Year 2014 Membership & Pledge/Contribution Form
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________City________________ State_________ Zip___________
E-mail: __________________________________________ Phone: (

) ______________________

Membership: $ _____ ($25/Family, $15 Single/Year);
Contribution: $50 _____ $100_____ $250_____ $500______ Other $_______
Enclosed is a check for: $ _______ (If your employer matches your gift, please provide the name_______________)
{IRS Code 501(c) (3) Tax Exempt, ID No. 91-1057315}
Please make your checks payable to "People for Progress in India" and mail it with this form to:
People for Progress in India (PPI), P.O. Box 51231, Seattle, WA 98115-1231
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