
Damage to a Building in West Bengal due to Cyclone Fani

There was widespread damage to the coastal areas of the states of Odissa and West Bengal 
caused by the Category 3 Cyclone Fani in early May. Subsequently, following a request from 
Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha (BTS) in Sundarban, West Bengal, an NGO with whom we have 
worked on projects in the past, Emergency Funding of $3000 was approved by members for 



cyclone damage relief. There was also an additional small amount of personal contribution 
made by one of the members.

Progress Reports
1. Gramin Vigyan Vidya Samiti (GRAVIS), Jodhpur, Rajasthan, is continuing to make good 
progress on their multi-faceted 3-year Agricultural Improvements project in Bundelkhand.

Pond Renovation for Harvesting Rain Water for Irrigation

The significant accomplishments to-date include:

 Completion of a pond renovation work in Singhanpur bagari village. This will enable 16 
farmers in the village to harvest rain water for cultivating grains and vegetables. The 
same farmers have also joined together to erect common fencing around their land to 
stop encroachment by wild pigs and other animals.

 Establishing nutrition gardens, growing vegetables (okra, tomato, coriander) and fruit 
(lemon, plum) in 3 villages.

 Establishing 5 agri-horticultural units for cultivating grains and fruit trees. The plants have
been sown in 2 x 3 feet pits with good space given between plants. Neem cakes are 
used to control pests in an organic way.

 Providing nutrition training in 4 villages.
 Completion of 3 khadins (dykes) in 2 villages to prevent the rain water from flowing away

and eroding the land. This has increased the main crop yield by a factor of more than 
two, as well as allowed another crop to be grown in the same land.

 Establishing seed banks for grains (wheat) and vegetables (peas, chickpeas) in 2 
villages.

 Setting up compost pits in 3 villages to convert cow dung into fertilizer.



2. Gramin Vigyan Vidya Samiti (GRAVIS), Jodhpur, Rajasthan, is also making good progress 
on their 3-year project, “Mitigating Droughts Through Community Empowerment' in 3 villages 
located in the Thar desert area of Rajasthan.

Digging the Ground for Taanka Construction

In order to achieve the overall objective of improving the livelihood through enhancing water 
availability and crop productivity, the following were accomplished for the year ending March 
2019:

 Five taankas (rain harvesting tanks) were constructed. These are now fully functional 
and are providing safe drinking water to beneficiary households. The taankas particularly
impact women and girls as they are relieved from water fetching drudgery as well as 
have better health and well-being. Also, girls can attend schools as they have the time to
do so. 

 Training related to more effective farming methods was provided to 111 farmers The 
topics included  Mixing of Crops, Rain Harvesting, Seed Conservation, and Organic 
Methods of Protecting Crops and Plants.

 In order to ensure that the seeds for planting crops during the short monsoon season are
readily available, a seed bank has been established in each of the 3 villages. Each of the
3 banks stores the seeds of millet, lentils and mustard, which are commonly grown in the
area.

3.  Chinthana Foundation, Ajjampura, Karnataka, has completed the following activities during
the first year of the “Eco-Friendly Schools and Environmental Education” project.

 Completed  the  proper  fencing line  in  the  4  project  schools  (Arabala,  Garagadahalli,
Nandipura, Muguli and Bankanakatte schools) by setting up barbed wire/mesh wire tied
to stone posts. This was done prior to planting of the trees to make sure that those will
be protected from the animals.



School Children Watering a Newly Planted Tree

 Planted 310 trees of various types (Coconut, Teak, Jamoon, Pongemia, Dalbergia 
sisso) in 4 school properties with the active participation of the school children, teachers,
and management. Coconut husk was used for mulching to hold the water in ground for 
the plants. Many more trees are expected to be planted during the next 2-3 months of 
the rainy season.

 Completed formation of about one hundred percolation pits in five schools to collect rain
water.  In  future,  the  collected  rain  water  from these pits  is  planned  to  be  used  for
watering the tree plants during the summer season. 

Construction of the Multipurpose Training Center.

4.   Chinthana Foundation,  Ajjampura, Karnataka, has been making good progress towards
building a Multipurpose Training Center for educating poor children, conducting skill training



programs, constructing bio-sand water filters etc. The basement foundation and pillar work has
been completed. The brick wall construction will be the next step.

Site Visits

There was no site visit during the last quarter.

2019 Annual Event 

Performance by Jhimiki and Maatal

The PPI's Annual Fundraiser held on April 28, 2019 at the Mercer Island Community Center 
was a great success. The performance by Jhimiki and Maatal, a semi classical Indian dance 
group based out of the Pacific Northwest, with pieces especially choreographed for PPI, was 
beautiful and moving. There were also presentations on  PPI’s work and  on the site visits. 
There were close to 130 people in attendance. A total of $18,125 were collected, including the 
donations by individuals and the matching funds from their companies. 

Next Meeting 

There will be no PPI monthly meeting in August 2019.

The next PPI meeting will be at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, September 10, 2019 at the Bellevue 
Library, room 3. Address: 1111 110th Ave NE, Bellevue, WA 98004



Year 2019 Membership & Pledge/Contribution Form

Name:________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________City________________ 

State_________ Zip___________ 

E-mail: __________________________________________ Phone: (     )___________  

Membership: $ _____ ($25/Family, $15 Single/Year); 

Contribution: $50 _____ $100_____ $250_____ $500______ Other $_______ 

Enclosed is a check for: $ _______ 
(If your employer matches your gift, please provide the name_____________________) 

{IRS Code 501(c) (3) Tax Exempt, ID No. 91-1057315} 

Please make your checks payable to "People for Progress in India" and mail it with this 
form to: 
People for Progress in India (PPI), P.O. Box 51231, Seattle, WA 98115-1231

If you prefer, you may donate through Paypal at:
https://www.paypal.com/donate/


