A Renovated Pond Full of Rain Water


Completion of four more khadins (dykes) to prevent the rain water from flowing away and
causing soil and water erosion and also to conserve the moisture in the ground. Most of
the farmers were able to get 1.5 to 2.0 times the crop production in the same land after
the khadins were constructed.



Working with six more farmers to help them fence their farm area as a group, allowing
their crops to stay undamaged by the wild animals in the area.



Establishing and encouraging the farmers to use seed banks for growing different crops,
including various grains, beans, and vegetables. More than 100 farmers took advantage
of these seed banks during the sowing period. Later, they put the seeds back in the seed
bank for future use.



Helping set up four more composting pits to convert manure and other selected waste
into fertilizer for the farmers' use.



Monitoring the progress of the ten Agri-Horticulture units (AHU) set up earlier. These
AHU are helping provide various fruits to the families, as well as helping them earn some
money by selling surplus fruit in the market.



Organizing 10 more sessions for providing nutrition education to the villagers.



Using training sessions to also make the villagers be aware of the good health practices
(using masks, washing hands, social distancing, etc) to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

2. Chinthana Foundation, Ajjampura, Karnataka, has completed the following activities during
the second year of the “Eco-Friendly Schools and Environmental Education” project.


Improved the fencing in the 5 project schools (Arabala, Garagadahalli, Nandipura, Muguli
and Bankanakatte schools).The fencing, made of the barbed wire/mesh wire tied to
stone posts, was made stronger, tighter, and better aligned. This protects the planted
trees from animals and outside people, thus helping them grow well without any external
disturbance.
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Children Planting and Watering a Tree


Planted 965 more trees of various types (Coconut, Teak, Mango, Sapota, Neem,
Jamoon, Pongemia, Jackfruit etc) in 5 school properties with the active participation of
the school children, teachers, and management. This brings the total numbers of trees
planted under this project within the school-fenced areas to 1275. Children were also
educated on the different trees as part of this work. Coconut fibrous husk was used for
mulching to hold the water in ground for the plants.



Distributed 250 additional plants to 50 students for planting in their yards with the help of
their parents. These children enjoy caring for these trees at their homes.



Completed formation of about 50 more percolation pits (about 4 ft by 4 ft by 4 ft each) in
five schools to collect rain water, bringing the total number to 150 pits. The collected rain
water from these pits was used for watering the tree plants after the rainy season. In
addition, a much larger pit (30 ft by 20 ft by 3 ft) for storing water was constructed in
Garagadahalli school area.

3. Gramin Vigyan Vidya Samiti (GRAVIS), Jodhpur, Rajasthan, is continuing to make good
progress on their 3-year project, “Mitigating Droughts Through Community Empowerment' in 3
villages located in the Thar desert area of Rajasthan.
In order to achieve the overall objective of improving the livelihood through enhancing water
availability and crop productivity, the following were accomplished for the year ending March
2020:


Five new taankas (rain harvesting tanks) were constructed, bringing their total number to
10. These are now fully functional and are providing safe drinking water to beneficiary
households. The observed performance from the last year's taankas has been very
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good, each observed to be storing about 25,000 litres of rain water for use by the
families. The taankas particularly impact the lives of women and girls, as they are
relieved from water fetching drudgery as well as they have better health and well-being.
The school attendance of the girls has also increased as a result.

A Woman Fetching Water from a Taanka


In order to ensure that the seeds for planting crops during the short monsoon season are
readily available, four seed banks have been established. Each of the seed banks stores
the seeds of the native varieties of Chickpea, Wheat, Cumin, Mustard, Fenugreek, Mung
bean, Pearl Millet, Cucumber, Watermelon etc., which are commonly grown in the area
and need only small amount of water. After harvesting, farmers are expected to deposit
their seeds in the bank, so that they can get the desired seeds in the following year.



Five Bio-Sand Filters were manufactured and installed next to the five Taankas for use
by the needy families. The beneficiaries of these water filters were also trained on the
proper use and maintenance of the water filters.



A meeting was organized between the scientists from the two local agricultural institutes
and the farmers. This helped increase the farmers' knowledge about water harvesting
techniques, line sowing, quality of seed, seed bank, harvesting and seed and grain
storing methods, etc.

4. Institute of Research and Development for the Rural Poor (IRDRP), Chennai, Tamil
Nadu, has already made good progress in the first 2 months of the Menstrual Health
Management Project.


In order to make sure that the trainers to be used for providing the Menstrual Health
knowledge to the young girls have sufficient related background, a virtual training
session for the trainers was held. Speakers from IRDRP were supplemented by those
from UNICEF and Habitat for Humanity India. The session was also used to encourage
other NGOs in the area to collaborate with IRDRP in implementing similar projects in
their areas.
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Completed a survey of girls within Tribal communities and Migrant communities in 7
districts about the existing practice of Menstrual Hygiene and management. The 13
questions covered various menstruation-related issues, including use and disposal of
sanitary napkins.

Young Tribal Girls Listening to Menstrual Health Talk


A menstrual health training progeam was conducted in Chenglept District. Two VHN
(Village Health Nurses) were the resource persons. They spoke on importance of
Menstrual Hygiene, use of napkins, seeing the Primary Health Centers in case of any
problem, etc. Free sanitary napkins were distributed to the girls to help develop the habit
of using napkins. 30 adolescent girls participated in the program.

Next Meeting
The next PPI meeting will be held at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, November 17, 2020, and will be
conducted by Zoom teleconferencing.
Please contact PPI at ppiusa@ppi-usa.org for the Zoom link information, if you will like to
participate in this meeting.
Agenda
1. Annual Report discussion
2. FCRA Amendment discussion
3. Discussion on project review process
4. Facebook Live Event discussion
5. PPI OneDrive Demo
6. New Business
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Year 2020 Membership & Pledge/Contribution Form
Name:________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City________________
State_________ Zip___________
E-mail: __________________________________________
Phone: (

)___________

Membership: $ _____ ($25 Family/Year, $15 Single/Year);
Contribution: $50 _____ $100_____ $250_____ $500______ Other $_______
Enclosed is a check for: $ _______
(If your employer matches your gift, please provide the name_____________________)
{IRS Code 501(c) (3) Tax Exempt, ID No. 91-1057315}
Please make your checks payable to "People for Progress in India" and mail it with this
form to:
People for Progress in India (PPI), P.O. Box 51231, Seattle, WA 98115-1231

If you prefer, you may donate through Paypal at:
https://www.PayPal.me/ppiseattle
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