
Building of a Pond for Water Storage



 A 260' x 180' size, 8 feet deep, pond has been built near Sanchora village to store water 
during rainy season for farming during the period of no-rain, and for drinking by families 
and by livestock. 

 Three Khadins (dikes) were built to stop the monsoon rain water from simply draining 
away due to the slope of the land. The building of 50-60 such dikes, planned under this 
project, is expected to help double the production of grain and fodder. 

 Started the building of compost pits and providing the related training to farmers to 
improve fertility of the land

 Ordered the fruit seedlings for planting at the start of the rainy season. Have also 
procured the fencing material to protect the plants.

 Started the training of farmers and villagers to help them grow crops in good quantity and
of good quality, while maintaining a sustainable growth of the villages.

 Forming Self Help Groups (of 10 -20 women each) in the Bhageri village along with 
teaching them how to have such groups function effectively to achieve the associated 
benefits.

2. Aakansha Seva Sadan, ASS, Bihar, has completed the final year of the “Vocational Training
for Poor Women” project. 

Adolescent Girls Getting Tailoring Training

Thirty women / girls in each of the skill were trained in the tailoring and the beautician programs
during the year. Each training program was of a 6 months duration. Most of the beneficiaries 
are planning to be self-employed.



3. Social Awareness Through Human Involvement, SATHI, (Himachal Pradesh) has 
produced and distributed 55 additional Bio-Sand Filters, BSF,  in the 9 months ending April 
2018, thus meeting their current year's target 3 months ahead of time. This brings the total of 
the BSF distributed by SATHI to 160 over three years.

A Family Using a Biosand Water Filter

SATHI is continuing to conduct follow-up monthly / quarterly visits to the beneficiary households
to  ensure regular use of the filters among beneficiaries. If some technical problems regarding 
filter-use exist, they are rectified by SATHI team.

4. Chinthana Foundation, Karnataka, has continued the maintenance of the trees planted 
during earlier PPI - supported projects. 

Well-maintained Trees



The maintenance effort has included:

 Upkeep of fencing around trees, making sure that the fences are safe and strong to 
avoid the entry of sheep / goats / cows in the areas.

 Pruning of trees as needed to keep them healthy.

 Cleaning and deepening of 150 percolation pits for more effective utilization of rain 
water.

 Weeding and hoeing around the trees on a regular basis. This was enabled the tree 
roots to get more oxygen.

 Mulching and manuring activities to provide enough nutrients to trees. 

 Watering of the planted trees, specially during the hot summer. 

 Monitoring of the trees.

In a related effort, Chinthana is still disseminating the documentary film on school tree 
plantation project process and impact in Chikmagalur and neighbor districts of Karnataka state 
to publicize and making people understand the life cycle of School Tree Plantation Program. 
This documentary film was developed by Chinthana  with the support of People for Progress in 
India (PPI), Seattle. Each stage of School Tree Plantation Project process and impacts were 
clearly recorded in this documentary. 

 

Site Visits
Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha (BTS),  Baikunthapur, West Bengal, Proposed Project on 
“Vocational Training of Widows and of Youth”

PPI Member Sarmila Basu visited BTS in February 2018 and has shared the following report on
the various BTS activities and needs from her visit:

Meal Time at BTS Preschool Center



Their Organic Farming program (which PPI has supported in the past) ”is thriving at 
Baikunthapur. Nearly 25 villages are now taking part in this program. They took me to two 
households, where they showed me their vermi-composting site and how vegetables are being 
cultivated. The vegetables are sold to an intermediary under a govt managed program.”

“I visited the preschool center. Kids get a wholesome breakfast and lunch as they all travel quite
a distance to get to the center.” Currently, “BTS is running that day care strictly on donation.”

“BTS also is running an elementary school successful, after 5th grade the kids transfer to local 
govt run school. I visited that site as well. Several of the needy and talented local HS kids get 
help from donation by professionals from Kolkata.” 
 
“The young high school graduates – the young men of the village are eager to get some 
vocational training. The opening up of the Youth training center (Swabalamban) will enable 
them to get better situated for a profession . They would like to get mechanical training for boys,
some computer training for both boys and girls.”

“Learning to repair tubewell (a much needed source of drinking water) is also in their plans.”

“There is acute water shortage in the area. Villagers often drink polluted water from the pond. 
An additional tubewell is badly needed, as they currently have only one. When that one breaks 
– pond water is the only option. This village is at the confluence of Thakurani river and Bay of 
Bengal. Hence river water is not potable.”     

“I visited 3 households where I met with several widows whose husbands have succumbed to 
tiger or crocodile attacks. Their main source of livelihood is animal husbandry. They raise cows,
goats and chickens . But outbreak of diseases amongst the animals has been a big problem...
There is no medical facility for humans or animals in Baikunthapur. So for treatment of animals, 
they have no recourse. Also, early detection of diseases will enable them to save some of their 
animals.” 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be at 7 p.m. on Thursday, August 2, at the Trikha residence, 
442 172nd Place NE, Bellevue 98008 (phone 425-641-3207). 

Agenda

Review proposals from: 
 Aakanksha Seva Sadan (ASS), on  “Prevention of Child Marriages”
 Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha (BTS) on “Vocational Training of Widows and of Youth”
 Institute of Research and Development for the Rural Poor (IRDRP), on extension of the  

“Education for Quarry Worker Children” project



Year 2018 Membership & Pledge/Contribution Form

Name:________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________City________________ 

State_________ Zip___________ 

E-mail: __________________________________________ Phone: (     )___________  

Membership: $ _____ ($25/Family, $15 Single/Year); 

Contribution: $50 _____ $100_____ $250_____ $500______ Other $_______ 

Enclosed is a check for: $ _______ 
(If your employer matches your gift, please provide the name_____________________) 

{IRS Code 501(c) (3) Tax Exempt, ID No. 91-1057315} 

Please make your checks payable to "People for Progress in India" and mail it with this 
form to: 

People for Progress in India (PPI), P.O. Box 51231, Seattle, WA 98115-1231

If you prefer, you may donate through Paypal at:
https://www.paypal.com/donate/


